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Agenda

� DB2 Automation Tool Overview

� What are Profiles?

� Exception Profiles: The Key to Automation

� Scenario: Automating Image Copies 
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DB2 Automation Tool for z/OS - Overview

� Automatically coordinates the execution of DB2 
utilities against specified objects

� Provides automatic rules-based execution 

• Utilities can be processed on sets of included and excluded 
objects

� ISPF interface used for creating profiles and 
generating JCL

• Object Profiles

• Utility Profiles

• Exception Profiles

• Job Profiles

� Supports DB2 V8 and 9
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DB2 Automation Tool for z/OS – Overview (cont.)

� Execution Reports track Job Profiles and their 
execution results

• See what errors occurred

• Optionally regenerate the JCL to re-run the job

� Data Page Display allows advanced DBAs to edit 
data pages directly to correct invalid data

� New DB2 Command Processor allows you to issue 
DB2 commands without having to leave the interface

� Dataset Manager is a powerful, flexible tool that 
enables you to view, evaluate, and relocate DB2 
data sets
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DB2 Automation Tool for z/OS – Overview (cont.)

� Disaster Recovery feature allows you to restore a 
subsystem at a remote site

• Easily build disaster recovery profiles without having to 
know the names of logs, BSDS, or catalog data sets

� Build JCL for stand-alone utilities, like BACKUP 
SYSTEM and RESTORE SYSTEM
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DB2 Automation Tool for z/OS Concept

Object Profile Utility Profile Exception Profile

Include or exclude 

objects in the 

batch job

Include utilities 

for which create 

JCL

Include or exclude 

only those objects 

that match criteria

Job Profile
Evaluates the specified objects against the 

selected criteria to create utility JCL
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Object Profiles

� Re-usable lists of Objects

� Include objects on which to run a utility, or 
optionally exclude objects

• Entire databases

• Entire tablespaces

• Select partitions of a tablespace

• Entire indexes

• Select partitions of an index

• Objects on a specific volume

� Wildcards can be used to include objects whose 
name match the wildcard pattern
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Utility Profiles

� Re-usable lists of utilities

� Specify the following DB2 utilities:

• COPY or COPYTOCOPY

• RUNSTATS

• Tablespace and index REORG

• QUIESCE

• MODIFY

• REBIND

• RECOVER

• REPAIR

� All utility options can be edited

� Specify the Automation Tool utilities

• Data page verification reporting or Space reallocation
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Exception Profiles

� Re-usable lists of triggers called Exceptions

� Determine when a utility should be generated for 
an object 

� Prevents unnecessary maintenance from being 
run

• Saves on CPU and IO costs

• Automates routine maintenance tasks

� Access the statistics reporting and maintenance 
facility from the Exception Profile Display panel
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Job Profiles

� Combine multiple Utility Profiles, Object Profiles 
and Exception Profiles to generate JCL

• Exception Profiles will cause JCL to be generated 
conditionally for the objects within the Job Profile

• No Exception Profile will cause JCL to be generated 
unconditionally for all objects within the Job Profile

� Define job generation options 

• Number of objects per job or per step

• Balance jobs based on DASD consumption

� Re-use Job Profiles to generate JCL on-demand 
or add generated JCL to a job scheduler
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Exception Profiles: The Key to Automation

� Routine maintenance should be automated

• Full image copies / incremental image copies

• REORGS

• RUNSTATS

� Select the objects to evaluate

� Define the exception criteria

� Select the utility to generate

� Generate utility JCL for only objects that need it

• ‘Build’ batch jobs online or in batch

• Submit to a job scheduler
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� Benefits to Automating Utilities

• Routine maintenance uses less personnel

• New DBAs become productive

• Sr. DBAs can complete maintenance in less time

• Smaller staff can be more productive

� Over 100 Exceptions to choose from

� Evaluate exceptions in batch or online

• Ensures only those DB2 objects that need REORGs, 

RUNSTATS or Image Copies are run.

Exception Profiles: The Key to Automation
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Step 1 
Create an Object Profile
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Create an Object Profile - 1
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Create an Object Profile - 2
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Create an Object Profile - 3
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Create an Object Profile - 4
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Step 2 
Create a Utility Profile
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Create a Utility Profile - 1
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Create a Utility Profile - 3
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Create a Utility Profile - 4
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Create a Utility Profile - 5
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Create a Utility Profile - 6
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Create a Utility Profile - 7
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Step 3 
Create an Exception Profile
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Create an Exception Profile - 1
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Create an Exception Profile - 2
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Exception Categories
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Step 4 
Create a Job Profile and 

Build the Utility JCL
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Create a Job Profile 
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Build the Job Profile Online - 1
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Build the Job Profile Online - 2
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Build the Job Profile Online - 3
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Build the Job Profile Online - 4
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Build the Job Profile Online - 5
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Build the Job Profile in Batch - 1
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Build the Job Profile in Batch - 2
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Build the Job Profile in Batch - 3
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Build the Job Profile in Batch - 4
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Build the Job Profile in Batch - 5
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Build the Job Profile in Batch - 6
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Build the Job Profile in Batch - 7
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Build the Job Profile in Batch - 8
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Build the Job Profile in Batch - 9
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Questions?

Jennifer Nelson 
Jennifer.nelson@rocketsoftware.com


