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The Reality of Rehosting: Understanding the Value of Your Mainframe
Moving applications from the mainframe to distributed environments often comes with the expectation of cost savings. However, studies reveal a conclusion that is counter to conventional wisdom.

· It could actually cost less to stay and grow on the mainframe than to move to a distributed systems environment

· Hidden costs often inflate the actual cost of moving mainframe-based applications to a distributed environment

· Workloads running on the mainframe are often a best fit for that platform, and administrators achieve significant operational efficiencies on a consolidated mainframe platform

This IBM® Redbooks® Point-of-View publication discusses why the actual cost of moving applications from the mainframe to distributed environments might be greater than you think.

Cloud Workloads on the Mainframe
Far from being out of date, mainframes are used around the world to build robust, trusted clouds. Increasingly, organizations are turning to cloud computing to improve their IT responsiveness and to reduce costs. And for enterprise workloads, which require highly reliable and secure platforms to meet demanding service levels, many companies are building their clouds using a mainframe.
This IBM Redbooks® Point-of-View publication discusses cloud workloads on the mainframe. A cloud built on a mainframe, such as IBM® zEnterprise® or others in the IBM System z® family, has several distinct advantages:

· Performance

· Reliability

· Security

· Cost savings
Mainframe Modernization and Skills - The Myth and the Reality
In April 2014, IBM® celebrated the 50th anniversary of the first mainframe computer, the System/360. Growth over that time has been such that today, much of the world's business runs on IBM mainframes, including 97 of the world's top 100 banks. Yet perhaps because it has been around as long as it has, the mainframe is seen by some as not modern enough for today's demands. 
Defying predictions, the IBM mainframe is not only alive today, running much of the world's business, but its usage continues to grow. So to prepare for future resource needs, mainframe customers must adopt plans to onboard the new developers and administrators that will be needed in the future.

Attracting qualified talent to work on mainframes is not the challenge some might think. IBM has developed a wealth of modern, GUI-based mainframe tools, making the platform more interesting to a new generation and, just as important, more comfortable for those now working in distributed environments who are thinking of making a switch.

IBM is investing heavily in training a new supply of mainframe resources. More than 360 companies are participating in these initiatives, with some 68,000 people, and counting, trained to date.

Understanding Mainframe Economics
The cost of running a workload can be lower on the mainframe than on other platforms you may be considering.

When considering the economics of the mainframe, simple benchmark test results can be misleading. Variability in workload demand and workload management are examples of factors that affect the cost of delivering a workload. Typically, administrators achieve significant operational efficiencies on the mainframe. A variety of workloads can be virtualized and consolidated using Linux on System z®, which results in lower overall software costs when compared to other platforms. 

Customized total cost of ownership studies are offered by IBM® that can look at different line items of cost to help you determine whether the mainframe is the correct platform for your workloads.

This IBM Redbooks® Point-of-View publication discusses why the mainframe still makes good economic sense.

Hadoop and System z
A large portion of the world’s enterprise data is stored on IBM® System z® mainframes, and enterprises have long relied on this structured data for their day-to-day operations. At the same time, exponential growth in mobile technologies, social media, and other systems of engagement is driving the emergence of new forms of data, both unstructured and semi-structured. Combining operational data with these newer data sources can yield deep business insights. For example, companies can combine their operational data with collected social media sentiments to create a 360-degree view of their customers, which can provide a key competitive edge when identifying new opportunities.

So, how can System z and z/OS®-based enterprises take advantage of the power of Hadoop? There is, in fact, a wide spectrum of use cases linking Hadoop processing with System z. This IBM Redbooks® Point-of-View publication focuses on the typical use case categories that integrate System z and Hadoop.

