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Lower TCO with a Mainframe Cloud
Organizations are turning to cloud computing to improve their IT responsiveness and reduce costs. For enterprise workloads, which require highly reliable and secure platforms to meet demanding service levels, many companies are building private clouds using a mainframe.

Lowering costs with cloud technology is a key priority for enterprises, and a mainframe cloud can deliver the lowest Total Cost of Ownership (TCO).  That is the message delivered in an article in the July/August issue of IBM Systems Magazine, Mainframe edition. The article, authored by Dr. Fehmina Merchant and John Thomas of the IBM Competitive Project Office, compares what a cloud built with the IBM Enterprise Cloud System can cost compared to a leading public cloud offering and an x86 cloud alternative. They analyzed cases with a large number of workloads, as well as a smaller number of workloads, and the results were equally impressive.

This article discusses the advantages of a cloud built on a mainframe, the configurations used in the TCO comparisons, the assumptions, and the impressive results!  
Bringing Value with Hadoop
IBM Systems Magazine Mainframe edition recently published an article, authored by the IBM Competitive Project Office (CPO), entitled "Bringing Value with Hadoop" authored by the IBM Competitive Project Office.

The focus of this article is around the fact that with the exponential growth of both semi-structured and unstructured forms of data from mobile, social media and various systems of engagement, yielding new business insights from all of the available data is becoming increasingly difficult to do.  Companies can build a 360-degree view of their customers by using Apache Hadoop, an open-source framework that has become popular for processing various data types, particularly semi-structured and unstructured. IBM provides an implementation of Hadoop called IBM InfoSphere BigInsights that is available on multiple platforms.

The article, authored by Vic Leith and John Thomas of the IBM Competitive Project Office, focuses on two categories of use cases: data that originates on the mainframe and data that originates outside the mainframe.  
