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Comparison between shared queues and cluster queues

This information is designed to help you compare shared queues and cluster queues, and decide which
might be more suitable for your system.

Channel Initiator costs

In cluster queues, messages are sent by channels, so allow for channel initiator costs in addition to
application costs. There are costs in the network because channels get and put messages. These costs
are not present with shared queues, which therefore use less processing power than cluster queues when
moving messages between queue managers in a queue sharing group.

Availability of messages

When putting to a queue, cluster queues send the message to one of the queue managers with active
channels connected to your queue manager. On the remote queue manager, if applications used to
process the messages are not working, the messages are not processed and wait until the applications
start. Similarly, if a queue manager is shut down, any messages on the queue manager are not made
available until the queue manager restarts. These instances show lower message availability than when
using shared queues.

When using shared queues, any application in the queue sharing group can get messages that are sent. If
you shut down one queue manager in the queue sharing group, messages are available to the other queue
managers, providing higher message availability than when using cluster queues.

Capacity

A coupling facility is more expensive than a disk; therefore the cost of storing 1,000,000 messages in a
local queue is lower than having a coupling facility with enough capacity to store the same number of
messages.

Sending to other queue managers

Shared-queue messages are only available within a queue sharing group. If you want to use a queue
manager outside of the queue sharing group, you must use channels. You can use clustering to workload
balance between multiple remote distributed queue managers.

Workload balancing

You can use clustering to give weight to which channels and queue managers get a proportion of the
messages sent. For example, you can send 60% of messages to one queue manager, and 40% of
messages to another queue manager. This instance does not depend on the ability of the remote queue
manager to process work. The system with the first queue manager might be overloaded, and the system
with the second queue manager might be idle, but most of the messages still go to the first queue
manager.

With shared queues, two CICS® systems can get messages. If one system is overloaded, the other system
takes over most the workload.
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Sport
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IIIIEHQHHIIII Golf | | Tennis
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|H:uues| |H&suns| Tournaments I Hanmngs| IHBsuhs|

r:}. 7IE%2§ E—C &0 ASPARENTE 4E]EE &Mo ° Au Eul EEE]EOH/\‘I %@%ME}. Ol ol A
2= Egoll=Sport EY Y FASHHA0] lEUTE Sport Eo= e B4 R HAEYLglom
SYSTEM.BASE.TOPIC

Ed EZ|o] E :E(Z, SYSTEM.BASE.TOPIC)O| A mgmeo] ofd AF&A}oj| A= HEHS

E5UTH HI2 SEE AT A IS ‘3171 - E A Yo} weba o] 2Ho|A HIHS A|3-5tH KA Ejof g
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e EY eHAE= EY Egof Q= B4 Eof tig £ £442 A olot= dl AMHEE 4 5T o o
Aol A e EY @ BHAE = Soccer Euu A4 7V 5 %"é RSUBE NO 4fo = A5t = oldyrt.

DEFINE TOPIC(FOOTBALL.EUROPEAN)

TOPICSTR('Sport/Soccer')

DURSUB (NO)

DESCR('Administrative topic object to disallow durable subscriptions')
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ResultsE =3l o Z2]#|o] AL MQSD.ObjectNameS FOOTBALL . EUROPEANC. 2,
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—I Sport I—

FOOTBAL. EUROPEAN TEMNIS
DURSUBS(YES) DURSUBS(ASPARENT)

| Soccer Golf Tennis I

TEAMS. TEAMX TEAMS. TEAMY PLAYERS.PLAYERA PLAYERS.PLAYERE
DURSUBS(ASPARENT) DURSUBS(ASPARENT) DURSUBS(ASPARENT) DURSUBS(ASPARENT)

I = .1 = 1
TeamX | 1 TeamY Playerd | | PlayerB
/

| Fiw.tures| IH&suIts | l Fixturas | IRasuIls| I Matchups | I F-Iasults| | Matchups | | Rasults|

O3 22,02 22| EM QEMES Todh= B4 B2

ot

A& 0] &2 AH&Ste] /Sport/Soccer? & 5h9] EXo] 50] H|A] L] E4& Als gy

FOOTBALL . EUROPEAN 2] DURSUB £A4]-2 NOE HZAsHA Al 2.,
o] £ th3 1 22 Y S Akgslo] AAE 4 l&yth

ALTER TOPIC(FOOTBALL.EUROPEAN) DURSUB(NO)
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a. topics.tst 2H/J
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70 o] A]2] 18 230 |- ETS AAFHIAI L. 18 50| ATHEE S8 AE EY Sports/Football ¥
Sports/RugbyE 2H/dgtct.

Z31: REPLACE 3418 A2 TOPICSTR EAE HlLA] &k& Utk TOPICSTRE (&) U2 EX E|E HAE
Sh= oA M AFEE = EA4 Y YT EX S H oA “111 o5 AABH Al 2.

DELETE TOPIC Sports')
DELETE TOPIC Football')
DELETE TOPIC ('Arsenal')
DELETE TOPIC Blackburn')
DELETE TOPIC Chelsea')
DELETE TOPIC Rugby ')
DELETE TOPIC Leeds')
DELETE TOPIC Wigan')
DELETE TOPIC Warrlngton )
DELETE TOPIC Helens')

DEFINE TOPIC
DEFINE TOPIC
DEFINE TOPIC
DEFINE TOPIC
DEFINE TOPIC
DEFINE TOPIC
DEFINE TOPIC
DEFINE TOPIC
DEFINE TOPIC
DEFINE TOPIC

('
('
('
('
('
('
('
('
('
('s
('Sports') TOPICSTR('Sports')

('Football') TOPICSTR('Sports/Football') CLUSTER(CL1) WILDCARD(BLOCK)
('Arsenal') TOPICSTR(' Sports/Football/Arsenal )

('Blackburn') TOPICSTR(' Sports/Football/Blackburn )

('Chelsea') TOPICSTR('Sports/Football/Chelsea')

('Rugby"') TOPICSTR('Sports/Rugby') CLUSTER(CL1)

('Leeds") TOPICSTR('Sports/Rugby/Leeds')

('wWigan') TOPICSTR( Sports/Rugby/W1gan )

('Warrington') TOPICSTR('Sports/Rugby/Warrington')

('St. Helens') TOPICSTR('Sports/Rugby/St. Helens')

2 25, £ APH| B! ZH: topics.tst

Zr31: REPLACEZ} BEY FAHE & vHER] ko m 2 Ex-S Ayt

QAL EE ALESIo] L5 A/t Al 2. 70 H|o] 2| 9] 11 230)|4 EX R HAE S 2 3}sl= ETof off-&
ot A Egte, ZF L=of thsh FE A5 A| 2. ATHEE AsIstAL ThA] AdlshH F7F QA2 15
o] Akl E Yt

Z1: REPLACE &4& %54 TOPICOBJ T== TOPICSTR EAJS vl R &5 Ut} TOPICOBI ==

TOPICSTRE T2 752 Bl AE5}7] 93] olAlol A chafstl AL 8 4= = 4 AUt WAstelw vix 7
= AL L.

DEFINE QLOCAL(QSPORTS) REPLACE
DEFINE QLOCAL (QSARSENAL) REPLACE
DEFINE QLOCAL(QSLEEDS) ~REPLACE
CLEAR QLOCAL (QSPORTS)

CLEAR QLOCAL (QSARSENAL)

CLEAR QLOCAL (QSLEEDS)

DELETE SUB (SPORTS)

DELETE SUB (SARSENAL)

DELETE SUB (SLEEDS)

DEFINE SUB (SPORTS) TOPICSTR('Sports/#") DEST (QSPORTS)

DEFINE SUB (SARSENAL) TOPICSTR('Sports/+/Arsenal') DEST(QSARSENAL)
DEFINE SUB (SLEEDS) TOPICSTR('Sports/+/Leeds') DEST(QSLEEDS)

[

2l 06, QUEIIE 1= &M wildsubs.tst
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2 7|5, /= TOPICOBIOA I &35H= EX E21E 2 TOPICSTROA Aol E A} Aloof Alz0 &
Ay,

DEFINE SUB(FARSENAL) TOPICSTR('Sports/Football/Arsenal') DEST(QFARSENAL) o=
Yo 153 2yt TOPICOBI+= o|v] oot EY XS Fx5h= w2 g o 2 ARg-Eut, 2Hd
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DEFINE QLOCAL (QFARSENAL) REPLACE
DEFINE QLOCAL (QRLEEDS) REPLACE
CLEAR QLOCAL (QFARSENAL)

CLEAR QLOCAL (QRLEEDS)

DELETE SUB (FARSENAL)

DELETE SUB (RLEEDS)

DEFINE SUB (FARSENAL) TOPICOBJ('Football') TOPICSTR('Arsenal') DEST(QFARSENAL)
DEFINE SUB (RLEEDS) TOPICOBJ('Rugby') TOPICSTR('Leeds') DEST(QRLEEDS)

2127 7= AA| B A |: fullsubs.tst

27he) A H 25 Tt Fe2ES BYSIA 0. WY L FES 93l 2719 HE AHAE LASIA L. 7
= ARk T Al ES AT Y ES ThA] AgotAl L, Bt AP EE EX A% 9l 27] Y EstE
=g g

Za:

che EFol vsd AAYES PG B S YYIUAI L. ATYES AL B ARal
=03} 1A 0 & thA] w2 A A|2HaF 2= 9l Tk

@echo off

set port.CL1B=1421

set port.CLIA=1420

for %%A in (CL1A CLA1B QMA QMB) do call :createQM 9%%A

call :configureQM CL1A CL1B %port.CL1B% full

call :configureQM CL1B CL1A %port.CL1A% full

for %%A in (QMA QMB) do call :configureQM %%A CL1A %port.CL1A% partial
for %%A in (topics.tst wildsubs.tst) do runmgsc QMA < %%A

for %%A in (wildsubs.tst) do runmgsc QMB < %X%A

goto:eof

:createQM

echo Configure Queue manager %
endmgm -p %1

for %%B in (dlt crt str) do %%Bmgm %
goto:eof

:configureQM

if %1==CL1A set p=1420

if 9%1==CL1B set p=1421

if %1==QMA set p=1422

if 9%1==QMB set p=1423

echo configure %1 on port %p% connected to repository %2 on port %3 as %4 repository
echo DEFINE LISTENER(LST%1) TRPTYPE(TCP) PORT(%p%) CONTROL(QMGR) REPLACE | runmgsc %1
echo START LISTENER(LST%1) | runmgsc %

if full==%4 echo ALTER QMGR REPOS(CL1) DEADQ(SYSTEM.DEAD.LETTER.QUEUE) | runmgsc %1
echo DEFINE CHANNEL(TO0.%2) CHLTYPE(CLUSSDR) TRPTYPE(TCP) CONNAME('LOCALHOST(%3)') CLUSTER(CL1)
REPLACE | runmgsc %1

echo DEFINE CHANNEL(TO.%1) CHLTYPE(CLUSRCVR) TRPTYPE(TCP) CONNAME ('LOCALHOST (%p%) ")
CLUSTER(CL1) REPLACE | runmgsc %1

goto:eof

2 28 7/ #e| Xt &M gmgrs.bat

Sel2E Ego| 252 F7kste] 742 Aol EdtALL.

@echo off
for %%A in (QMA QMB) do runmgsc %%A < wildsubs.tst
for %%A in (QMA QMB) do runmgsc %%A < upsubs.tst

2l 29. 7= YUO|0| E: upsubs.bat
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Pub.bat = AZ T2 731 amgspubsS AHESHUTH
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@echo off

@rem Provide queue manager name as a parameter
set S=Sports

set S=6 Sports/Football Sports/Football/Arsenal
set S=6 Sports/Rugby Sports/Rugby/Leeds

for %%B in (6) do echo %%B | amgspub %%B %1
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DELETE TOPIC ('Sports')

DELETE TOPIC ('Football')

DELETE TOPIC ('Arsenal')

DELETE TOPIC ('Blackburn')

DELETE TOPIC ('Chelsea')

DELETE TOPIC ('Rugby')

DELETE TOPIC ('Leeds')

DELETE TOPIC ('Wigan')

DELETE TOPIC (' Warrlngton )

DELETE TOPIC ('S Helens')

DEFINE TOPIC ('Sports') TOPICSTR('Sports')

DEFINE TOPIC ('Football') TOPICSTR('Sports/Football') CLUSTER(CL1) WILDCARD(BLOCK)
DEFINE TOPIC ('Arsenal') TOPICSTR(' Sports/Football/Arsenal )
DEFINE TOPIC ('Blackburn') TOPICSTR(' Sports/Football/Blackburn )
DEFINE TOPIC ('Chelsea') TOPICSTR('Sports/Foothall/Chelsea')
DEFINE TOPIC ('Rugby"') TOPICSTR('Sports/Rugby') CLUSTER(CL1)
DEFINE TOPIC ('Leeds') TOPICSTR('Sports/Rugby/Leeds')

DEFINE TOPIC ('Wigan')  TOPICSTR('Sports/Rugby/Wigan')

DEFINE TOPIC (' Warrlngton ) TOPICSTR('Sports/Rugby/Warrington')
DEFINE TOPIC ('S Helens') TOPICSTR('Sports/Rugby/St. Helens')

2l 38 EX AbH| B! MM topics.tst

Zr3: REPLACEZF EY EAE S Hitx] gton g2 x5 Abxghct,
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DEFINE QLOCAL (QSPORTS) REPLACE
DEFINE QLOCAL (QSARSENAL) REPLACE
DEFINE QLOCAL (QSLEEDS) REPLACE
CLEAR QLOCAL (QSPORTS)

CLEAR QLOCAL (QSARSENAL)

CLEAR QLOCAL (QSLEEDS)

DELETE SUB (SPORTS)

DELETE SUB (SARSENAL)

DELETE SUB (SLEEDS)

DEFINE SUB (SPORTS) TOPICSTR('Sports/#"') DEST (QSPORTS)

DEFINE SUB (SARSENAL) TOPICSTR('Sports/+/Arsenal') DEST(QSARSENAL)
DEFINE SUB (SLEEDS) TOPICSTR('Sports/+/Leeds') DEST(QSLEEDS)

Zejad B0 0 BAES FEotE 752 AL
1

T2 7S, /= TOPICOBIONA HZ3t= Ed 2213} TOPICSTROIA A2l EW B2} Alo|of At z0 2
Ayt
DEFINE SUB(FARSENAL) TOPICSTR('Sports/Football/Arsenal') DEST(QFARSENAL) Aol=
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DEFINE QLOCAL (QFARSENAL) REPLACE
DEFINE QLOCAL (QRLEEDS) REPLACE
CLEAR QLOCAL (QFARSENAL)

CLEAR QLOCAL (QRLEEDS)

DELETE SUB (FARSENAL)

DELETE SUB (RLEEDS)

DEFINE SUB (FARSENAL) TOPICOBJ('Football') TOPICSTR('Arsenal') DEST(QFARSENAL)
DEFINE SUB (RLEEDS) TOPICOBJ('Rugby') TOPICSTR('Leeds') DEST(QRLEEDS)

21 40. 7= AA| B AE|: fullsubs.tst
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@echo off

set port.CL1B=1421

set port.CLIA=1420

for %%A in (CL1A CLA1B QMA QMB) do call :createQM 9%%A

call :configureQM CL1A CL1B %port.CL1B% full

call :configureQM CL1B CL1A %port.CL1A% full

for %%A in (QMA QMB) do call :configureQM %%A CL1A %port.CL1A% partial
for %%A in (topics.tst wildsubs.tst) do runmgsc QMA < %%A

for %%A in (wildsubs.tst) do runmgsc QMB < %X%A

goto:eof

:createQM

echo Configure Queue manager %
endmgm -p %1

for %%B in (dlt crt str) do %%Bmgm %
goto:eof

:configureQM

if %1==CL1A set p=1420

if 9%1==CL1B set p=1421

if %1==QMA set p=1422

if 9%1==QMB set p=1423

echo configure %1 on port %p% connected to repository %2 on port %3 as %4 repository
echo DEFINE LISTENER(LST%1) TRPTYPE(TCP) PORT(%p%) CONTROL(QMGR) REPLACE | runmgsc %1
echo START LISTENER(LST%1) | runmgsc %

if full==%4 echo ALTER QMGR REPOS(CL1) DEADQ(SYSTEM.DEAD.LETTER.QUEUE) | runmgsc %1
echo DEFINE CHANNEL(TO0.%2) CHLTYPE(CLUSSDR) TRPTYPE(TCP) CONNAME('LOCALHOST(%3)') CLUSTER(CL1)
REPLACE | runmgsc %1

echo DEFINE CHANNEL(TO.%1) CHLTYPE(CLUSRCVR) TRPTYPE(TCP) CONNAME ('LOCALHOST (%p%) ")
CLUSTER(CL1) REPLACE | runmgsc %1

goto:eof

241, 7 22| X & gmgrs.bat

Sel2E Ego| 252 F7kste] 742 Aol EdtALL.

@echo off
for %%A in (QMA QMB) do runmgsc %%A < wildsubs.tst
for %%A in (QMA QMB) do runmgsc %%A < upsubs.tst
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@echo off

@rem Provide queue manager name as a parameter
set S=Sports

set S=6 Sports/Football Sports/Football/Arsenal
set S=6 Sports/Rugby Sports/Rugby/Leeds

for %%B in (6) do echo %%B | amgspub %%B %1
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String clientId = String.format("%-23.23s",
System.getProperty("user.name") + " +
(UUID.randomUUID() .toString())). trlm()) replace('- YY)
MgttClient client new MgttClient("localhost", clientId);
String topicString "MQTT Examples";
int QoS 1;
client. subscrlbe(toplcStrlng, QoS);

2l 44, MQTT v3 22t0|HE L EX}
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/* Define and set variables to.defaults x/

/* Omitted lines declaring variables */

char * topicName "

char * topicString "MQTT Examples"

char % publication "Hello world!";

do $
MQCONN (gMgxName, &Hconn, &CompCode, &Reason);
if (CompCode != MQCC_OK) break;
td.ObjectType = MQOT_TOPIC; /* Object is a topic */
td.Version = MQOD_VERSION_4; /* Descriptor needs to be V4 */
strncpy (td.ObjectName, topicName, MQ_TOPIC_NAME_LENGTH);
td.0ObjectString.VSPtr = topicString;
td.0ObjectString.VSLength = (MQLONG)strlen(topicString);
MQOPEN (Hconn, &td, MQOO_OUTPUT | MQOO_FAIL_IF_QUIESCING, &Hobj, &CompCode, &Reason);
if (CompCode != MQCC_OK) break;
pmo.Options = MQPMO_FAIL_IF_QUIESCING | MQPMO_RETAIN;
MQPUT (Hconn, Hobj, &md, &pmo, (MQLONG)strlen(publication)+1, publication, &CompCode, &Reason);
if (CompCode != MQCC_OK) break;
MQCLOSE (Hconn, &Hobj, MQCO_NONE, &CompCode, &Reason);
if (CompCode != MQCC_OK) break;
MQDISC(&Hconn, &CompCode, &Reason);

t while (0);

2l 45, IBM MQ &t xt

50| =26t MQTT Z2to|AE= MQTT ol Z8jAo]d Sato]AE MgttCallback A9
messageArrived HAEE S &3]

2
[m

public class CallBack implements MgttCallback 1
public void messageArrived (MqttTopic topic, MgttMessage message) 1
try {
System.out.println("Message arrived: \"" + message.toString()
+ "\" on topic \"" + topic.toString() + "\"");
%t catch (Exception e) {
e.printStackTrace();

3
// ... Other callback methods
&

2l 46. messageArrived HAE

107 #lo] A o] Z17 470l A= MQTT v37} 106 H|o] A 2] 117 4400 A 2 50 t|A| x| & Walst= WS
HojFyth

String address = "localhost";
String clientId = String.format("%-23.23s",
System.getProperty("user.name") + "_" +
(UUID.randomUUID() .toString())).trim()) .replace('-", '_');
MgttClient client = new MgttClient(address, clientId);
String topicString = "MQTT Examples";
MgttTopic topic = client.getTopic(Example.topicString);
String publication = "Hello world";
MgttMessage message = new MgttMessage(publication.getBytes());

MgttDeliveryToken token = topic.publish(message);

2l 47. MOTT v3 2E0|HE Qg Xt
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EETEENTBM MQ for z/0S concepts

Some of the concepts used by IBM MQ for z/OS are unique to the z/0S platform. For example, the logging
mechanism, the storage management techniques, unit of recovery disposition, and queue sharing groups
are provided only with IBM MQ for z/OS. Use this topic as an introduction to further information about
these concepts.

The concepts include an overview of the objects that IBM MQ for z/OSuses, including:

« The queue manager
« The channel initiator
+ Shared queues and queue sharing groups
+ Intra-group queuing

The following topics also cover various procedures you need, including:
+ System definitions on z/0OS

+ Storage management

« Recovery and restart

 Security concepts in IBM MQ for z/0S

Related concepts

“The queue manager on z/0S” on page 145

Before you can let your application programs use IBM MQ on your z/0S system, you must install the IBM
MQ for z/OS product and start a queue manager. The queue manager owns and manages the set of
resources that are used by IBM MQ.

“The channel initiator on z/0S” on page 146
The channel initiator provides and manages resources that enable IBM MQ distributed queuing. IBM MQ
uses Message Channel Agents (MCAs) to send messages from one queue manager to another.

“Terms and tasks for managing IBM MQ for z/0S” on page 148
Use this topic as an introduction to the terminology, and tasks that are specific to IBM MQ for z/OS.

“Shared queues and queue sharing groups” on page 150

You can use shared queues and queue sharing groups, to implement high availability of IBM MQ
resources. Shared queues and queue sharing groups are functions unique to IBM MQ for z/0S on the z/0S
platform.
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“Intra-group queuing” on page 194
This section describes intra-group queuing, an IBM MQ for z/OS function unique to the z/0OS platform. This
function is only available to queue managers defined to a queue sharing group.

“Storage management on z/0S” on page 207

IBM MQ for z/OS requires permanent and temporary data structures and uses page sets and memory
buffers to store this data. These topics give more details on how IBM MQ uses these page sets and
buffers.

“Logging in IBM MQ for z/0S” on page 211
IBM MQ maintains logs of data changes and significant events as they occur. These logs can be used to
recover data to a previous state if required.

“Recovery and restart on z/OS” on page 232
Use the links in this topic to find out about the features of IBM MQ for z/OS for restart and recovery.

“Security concepts in IBM MQ for z/0S” on page 248
Use this topic to understand the importance of security for IBM MQ, and the implications of not having
adequate security settings on your system.

“Availability on z/0S” on page 254
IBM MQ for z/OS has many features for high availability. This topic describes some of the considerations
for availability.

“Unit of recovery disposition on z/OS” on page 259

Certain transactional applications can use a GROUP, rather than a QMGR, unit of recovery disposition
when connected to a queue manager in a queue sharing group (QSG) by specifying the QSG name when
they connect instead of the queue manager name. This allows transaction recovery to be more flexible
and robust by removing the requirement to reconnect to the same queue manager in the QSG.

Related reference

“System definition on z/0S” on page 222

IBM MQ for z/0OS uses many default object definitions, and provides sample JCL to create those default
objects. Use this topic to understand these default objects, and the sample JCL.

“Monitoring and statistics on IBM MQ for z/0S” on page 257
IBM MQ for z/OS has a set of facilities for monitoring the queue manager, and gathering statistics.

SEBThe queue manager on z/0S

Before you can let your application programs use IBM MQ on your z/0S system, you must install the IBM
MQ for z/OS product and start a queue manager. The queue manager owns and manages the set of
resources that are used by IBM MQ.

The queue manager

A gueue manager is a program that provides messaging services to applications. Applications that use the
Message Queue Interface (MQI) can put messages on queues and get messages from queues. The queue
manager ensures that messages are sent to the correct queue or are routed to another queue manager.
The queue manager processes both the MQI calls that are issued to it, and the commands that are
submitted to it (from whatever source). The queue manager generates the appropriate completion codes
for each call or command.

The resources managed by the queue manager include:

+ Page sets that hold the IBM MQ object definitions and message data

+ Logs that are used to recover messages and objects in the event of queue manager failure
* Processor storage

« Connections through which different application environments ( CICS, IMS, and Batch) can access the
IBM MQ API

« The IBM MQ channel initiator, which allows communication between IBM MQ on your z/0S system and
other systems
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The queue manager has a name, and applications can connect to it using this name.

Figure 56 on page 146 illustrates a queue manager, showing connections to different application
environments, and the channel initiator.
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Figure 56. Overview of IBM MQ for z/OS

The queue manager subsystem on z/0S

On z/0S, IBM MQ runs as a z/0S subsystem that is started at IPL time. In the subsystem, the queue
manager is started by executing a JCL procedure that specifies the z/OS data sets that contain
information about the logs, and that hold object definitions and message data (the page sets). The
subsystem and the queue manager have the same name, of up to four characters. All queue managers in
your network must have unique names, even if they are on different systems, sysplexes, or platforms.

S The channel initiator on z/0S

The channel initiator provides and manages resources that enable IBM MQ distributed queuing. IBM MQ
uses Message Channel Agents (MCAs) to send messages from one queue manager to another.

To send messages from queue manager A to queue manager B, a sending MCA on queue manager A must
set up a communications link to queue manager B. A receiving MCA must be started on queue manager B
to receive messages from the communications link. This one-way path consisting of the sending MCA, the
communications link, and the receiving MCA is known as a channel. The sending MCA takes messages
from a transmission queue and sends them down a channel to the receiving MCA. The receiving MCA
receives the messages and puts them on to the destination queues.

In IBM MQ for z/0S, the sending and receiving MCAs all run inside the channel initiator (the channel
initiator is also known as the mover). The channel initiator runs as a z/OS address space under the control
of the queue manager. There can be only a single channel initiator connected to a queue manager and it is
run inside the same z/0S image as the queue manager. There can be thousands of MCA processes running
inside the channel initiator concurrently.

Figure 57 on page 147 shows two queue managers within a sysplex. Each queue manager has a channel
initiator and a local queue. Messages sent by queue managers on AIX and Windows are placed on the
local queue, from where they are retrieved by an application. Reply messages are returned by a similar
route.
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Figure 57. Communication between queue managers

The channel initiator also contains other processes concerned with the management of the channels.
These processes include:

Listeners
These processes listen for inbound channel requests on a communications subsystem such as TCP,
and start a named MCA when an inbound request is received.

Supervisor
This manages the channel initiator address space, for example it is responsible for restarting channels
after a failure.

Name server
This is used to resolve TCP names into addresses.

TLS tasks
These are used to perform encryption and decryption and check certificate revocation lists.

SETTEI S MF records for the channel initiator

The channel initiator (CHINIT) can produce SMF statistics records and accounting records with
information on tasks and channels.

The CHINIT can produce SMF statistics records and accounting records with the following types of
information:

+ The tasks: dispatcher, adapter, Domain Name Server (DNS), and SSL. These tasks form what is called
CHINIT statistics.

+ Channels: provides accounting information similar to that available with the DIS CHSTATUS command.
This is called channel accounting.

IBM MQ for Multiplatforms provides similar information by writing PCF messages to the
SYSTEM.ADMIN.STATISTICS.QUEUE. See Channel statistics message data for further information on how
statistics information is recorded on IBM MQ for Multiplatforms.

Statistics data
You can use this information to find out the following information:

* Whether you need more of the CHINIT tasks, such as number of SSL TCBs and how much CPU is used
by these tasks.
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+ The average time for requests on these tasks.

» The longest duration request in the interval, and the time of day this occurred, for DNS and SSL tasks.
You can correlate this time of day with problems you may experience with the channel.

Accounting data
You can use this information to monitor channel usage and find out the following information:
» The channels with the highest throughput.

+ The rate at which messages were sent, and the rate of sending data in MB/second.

« The achieved batch size. If the achieved batch size is close to the batch size specified for the channel,
the channel might be close to its limit for sending messages.

You use the START TRACE and STOP TRACE commands to control the collection of the accounting trace
and the statistics trace. You can use the STATCHL and STATACLS options on the channel and queue
manager to control whether channels produce SMF data.

S EMTerms and tasks for managing IBM MQ for z/0S

Use this topic as an introduction to the terminology, and tasks that are specific to IBM MQ for z/0S.

Some of the terms and tasks required for managing IBM MQ for z/OS are specific to the z/OS platform.
The following list contains some of these terms and tasks.

« Shared queues
« Page sets and buffer pools

» Loggin
 Tailoring the queue manager environment

+ Restart and recovery
« Security

+ Availability

+ Manipulating objects

« Monitoring and statistics

« Application environments

Shared queues

Queues can be non-shared, owned by and accessible to only one queue manager, or shared, owned by a
queue sharing group. A queue sharing group consists of a number of queue managers, running within a
single z/0S sysplex, that can access the same IBM MQ object definitions and message data concurrently.
Within a queue sharing group, the shareable object definitions are stored in a shared Db2 database. The
shared queue messages are held inside one or more coupling facility structures (CF structures). If the
message data is too large to store directly in the structure (more than 63 KB in size), or if the message is
large enough that installation-defined rules select it for offloading, the message control information is still
stored in the coupling facility entry, but the message data is offloaded to a shared message data set
(SMDS) or to a shared Db2 database. The shared message data sets, the shared Db2 database, and the
coupling facility structures are resources that are jointly managed by all of the queue managers in the

group.

Pages sets and buffer pools

When a message is put on to a non-shared queue, the queue manager stores the data on a page set in
such a way that it can be retrieved when a subsequent operation gets a message from the same queue. If
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the message is removed from the queue, space in the page set that holds the data is later freed for reuse.
As the number of messages held on a queue increases, so the amount of space used in the page set
increases, and as the number of messages on a queue reduces, the space used in the page set reduces.

To reduce the performance cost of writing data to and reading data from the page sets, the queue
manager buffers the updates into processor storage. The amount of storage used to buffer the page set
access is controlled through IBM MQ objects called buffer pools.

For more information about page sets and buffer pools, see Storage management.
Logging

Any changes to objects held on page sets, and operations on persistent messages, are recorded as log
records. These log records are written to a log data set called the active log. The name and size of the
active log data set is held in a data set called the bootstrap data set (BSDS).

When the active log data set fills up, the queue manager switches to another log data set so that logging
can continue, and copies the content of the full active log data set to an archive log data set. Information
about these actions, including the name of the archive log data set, is held in the bootstrap data set.
Conceptually, there is a ring of active log data sets that the queue manager cycles through; when an active
log is filled, the log data is offloaded to an archive log, and the active log data set is available for reuse.

For more information about the log and bootstrap data sets, see “Logging in IBM MQ for z/0S” on page
211.

Tailoring the queue manager environment

When the queue manager is started, a set of initialization parameters that control how the queue manager
operates are read. In addition, data sets containing IBM MQ commands are read, and the commands they
contain are executed. Typically, these data sets contain definitions of the system objects required for IBM
MQ to run, and you can tailor these to define or initialize the IBM MQ objects necessary for your operating
environment. When these data sets have been read, any objects defined by them are stored, either on a
page set orin Db2.

For more information about initialization parameters and system objects, see “System definition on z/0S”
on page 222.

Recovery and restart

At any time during the operation of IBM MQ, there might be changes held in processor storage that have
not yet been written to the page set. These changes are written out to the page set that is the least
recently used by a background task within the queue manager.

If the queue manager terminates abnormally, the recovery phase of queue manager restart can recover
the lost page set changes because persistent message data is held in log records. This means that IBM
MQ can recover persistent message data and object changes right up to the point of failure.

If a queue manager that is a member of a queue sharing group encounters a coupling facility failure, the
persistent messages on that queue can be recovered only if you have backed up your coupling facility
structure.

For more information about recovery and restart, see “Recovery and restart on z/OS” on page 232.

Security

You can use an external security manager, such as Security Server (previously known as RACF ) to protect
the resources that IBM MQ owns and manages from access by unauthorized users. You can also use
Transport Layer Security (TLS) for channel security. TLS is included as part of the IBM MQ product.
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For more information about IBM MQ security, see “Security concepts in IBM MQ for z/OS” on page 248.

Availability

There are several features of IBM MQ that are designed to increase system availability in the event of
gueue manager or communications subsystem failure. For more information about these features, see
“Availability on z/0S” on page 254.

Manipulating objects

When the queue manager is running, you can manipulate IBM MQ objects either through a z/OS console
interface, or through an administration utility that uses ISPF services under TSO. Both mechanisms
enable you to define, alter, or delete IBM MQ objects. You can also control and display the status of
various IBM MQ and queue manager functions.

For more information about these facilities, see Sources from which you can issue MQSC and PCF
commands on IBM MQ for z/0S.

You can also manipulate IBM MQ objects using the IBM MQ Explorer, a graphical user interface that
provides a visual way of working with queues, queue managers, and other objects.

Monitoring and statistics

Several facilities are available to monitor your queue managers and channel initiators. You can also collect
statistics for performance evaluation and accounting purposes.

For more information about these facilities, see “Monitoring and statistics on IBM MQ for z/OS” on page
257.

Application environments

When the queue manager has started, applications can connect to it and start using the IBM MQ APL.
These can be CICS, IMS, Batch, or WebSphere Application Server applications. IBM MQ applications can
also access applications on CICS and IMS systems that are not aware of IBM MQ, using the CICS and IMS
bridges.

For more information about these facilities, see “IBM MQ and other z/OS products” on page 261.

For information about writing IBM MQ applications, see the following documentation:
+ Developing applications

» Using C++
» Using IBM MQ classes for Java

S EMshared queues and queue sharing groups

You can use shared queues and queue sharing groups, to implement high availability of IBM MQ
resources. Shared queues and queue sharing groups are functions unique to IBM MQ for z/OS on the z/0S
platform.

This section describes the attributes and benefits, and offers information about how several queue
managers can share the same queues and the messages on those queues.

What is a shared queue?

A shared queue is a type of local queue. The messages on that queue can be accessed by one or more
queue managers that are in a sysplex.

A queue sharing group
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The queue managers that can access the same set of shared queues form a group called a queue sharing
group.

Any queue manager can access messages

Any queue manager in the queue sharing group can access a shared queue. This means that you can put a
message on to a shared queue on one queue manager, and get the same message from the queue from a
different queue manager. This provides a rapid mechanism for communication within a queue sharing
group that does not require channels to be active between queue managers.

IBM MQ supports the offloading of messages to Db2 or a shared message data set (SMDS). The offloading
of messages of any size is configurable.

Figure 58 on page 151 shows three queue managers and a coupling facility, forming a queue sharing
group. All three queue managers can access the shared queue in the coupling facility.

An application can connect to any of the queue managers within the queue sharing group. Because all the
gueue managers in the queue sharing group can access all the shared queues, the application does not
depend on the availability of a specific queue manager; any queue manager in the queue sharing group
can service the queue.

This gives greater availability because all the other queue managers in the queue sharing group can
continue processing the queue if one of the queue managers has a problem.
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Figure 58. A queue sharing group

Queue definition is shared by all queue managers

IBMMQ7|& 7R 151



Shared queue definitions are stored in the Db2 database table OBJ_B_QUEUE. Because of this, you need
to define the queue only once and then it can be accessed by all the queue managers in the queue sharing
group. This means that there are fewer definitions to make.

By contrast, the definition of a non-shared queue is stored on page set zero of the queue manager that
owns the queue (as described in Page sets ).

You cannot define a shared queue if a queue with that name has already been defined on the page sets of
the defining queue manager. Likewise, you cannot define a local version of a queue on the queue manager
page sets if a shared queue with the same name exists.

What is a queue sharing group?

A group of queue managers that can access the same shared queues is called a queue sharing group.
Each member of the queue sharing group has access to the same set of shared queues.

Queue sharing groups have a name of up to four characters. The name must be unique in your network,
and must be different from any queue manager names.

Figure 59 on page 152 illustrates a queue sharing group that contains two queue managers. Each queue
manager has a channel initiator and its own local page sets and log data sets.

Each member of the queue sharing group must also connect to a Db2 system. The Db2 systems must all
be in the same Db2 data-sharing group so that the queue managers can access the Db2 shared repository
used to hold shared object definitions. These are definitions of any type of IBM MQ object (for example,
gueues and channels) that are defined only once and then any queue manager in the group can use them.
These are called global definitions and are described in Private and global definitions.

More than one queue sharing group can reference a particular data-sharing group. You specify the name
of the Db2 subsystem and which data-sharing group a queue manager uses in the IBM MQ system
parameters at startup.
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Figure 59. The components of queue managers in a queue sharing group

When a queue manager has joined a queue sharing group, it has access to the shared objects defined for
that group, and you can use that queue manager to define new shared objects within the group. If shared
queues are defined within the group, you can use this queue manager to put messages to and get
messages from those shared queues. Any queue manager in the group can retrieve the messages held on
a shared queue.
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You can enter an MQSC command once, and have it executed on all queue managers within the queue
sharing group as if it had been entered at each queue manager individually. The command scope attribute
is used for this. This attribute is described in Directing commands to different queue managers.

When a queue manager runs as a member of a queue sharing group it must be possible to distinguish
between IBM MQ objects defined privately to that queue manager and IBM MQ objects defined globally
that are available to all queue managers in the queue sharing group. The queue sharing group disposition
attribute is used for this. This attribute is described in Private and global definitions.

You can define a single set of security profiles that control access to IBM MQ objects anywhere within the
group. This means that the number of profiles you have to define is greatly reduced.

A queue manager can belong to only one queue sharing group, and all queue managers in the group must
be in the same sysplex. You specify which queue sharing group the queue manager belongs to in the
system parameters at startup.

Related concepts

“Where are shared queue messages held?” on page 153

Each message on a shared queue is represented by an entry in a z/OS coupling facility list structure. If the
message data is too large to fit in the same entry, it is offloaded either to a shared message data set
(SMDS) or to Db2.

“Advantages of using shared queues” on page 169
Shared queue allows for IBM MQ applications to be scalable, highly available, and allows workload
balancing to be implemented.

“Distributed queuing and queue sharing groups” on page 189
Distributed queuing and queue sharing groups are two techniques that you can use to increase the
availability of your application systems. Use this topic to find further information about these techniques.

“Influencing workload distribution with shared queues” on page 192
Use this topic to understand the factors that affect workload distribution with shared queues in a queue
sharing group.

Related reference

“Where to find more information about shared queues and queue sharing groups” on page 193

Use the table in this topic to find more information about how IBM MQ for z/0S uses shared queues and
gueue sharing groups.

S [EM Where are shared queue messages held?

Each message on a shared queue is represented by an entry in a z/OS coupling facility list structure. If the
message data is too large to fit in the same entry, it is offloaded either to a shared message data set
(SMDS) or to Db2.

If the CF structure has been configured to use System Class Memory (SCM), IBM MQ can use this with no
additional configuration.

Important: IBM z16 is planned to be the last generation of IBM Z° to support the use of Virtual Flash
Memory (also known as Storage Class Memory, or SCM) for Coupling Facility images. For more information
see: IBM Z and IBM LinuxONE 4Q 2023 Statements of Direction.

As an alternative, you should either use larger structures or offload messages to SMDS.

Shared queue message storage
Messages that are put onto shared queues are not stored on page sets and do not use buffer pools.

The messages in shared queues have entries on list structures in the z/OS coupling facility (CF). Many
gueue managers in the same sysplex can access those messages using the CF list structure.

The message data for small shared queue messages is normally included in the coupling facility entry. For
larger messages, the message data can be stored either in a shared message data set (SMDS), or as one
or more binary large objects (BLOBs) in a Db2 table which is shared by a Db2 data sharing group. Message
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data exceeding 63 KB is always offloaded to SMDS or Db2. Smaller messages can also optionally be
offloaded in the same way to save space in the coupling facility structure. See “Specifying offload options
for shared messages” on page 155 for more details.

Messages put on a shared queue are referenced in a coupling facility structure until they are retrieved by
an MQGET. Coupling facility operations are used to:

+ Search for the next retrievable message
* Lock uncommitted messages on shared queues
* Notify interested queue managers about the arrival of committed messages

MQPUT and MQGET operations on persistent messages are recorded on the log of the queue manager
performing that operation. This minimizes the risk of data loss in the event of a coupling facility failure.

The coupling facility

The messages held on shared queues are referenced inside a coupling facility. The coupling facility lies
outside any of the z/OS images in the sysplex and is typically configured to run on a different power
supply. The coupling facility is therefore resilient to software failures and you can configure it so that it is
resilient to hardware failures or power-outages. This means that messages stored in the coupling facility
are highly available.

Each coupling facility list structure used by IBM MQ is dedicated to a specific queue sharing group, but a
coupling facility can hold structures for more than one queue sharing group. Queue managers in different
queue sharing groups cannot share data. Up to 32 queue managers in a queue sharing group can connect
to a coupling facility list structure at the same time.

A single coupling facility list structure can contain up to 512 shared queues. The total amount of message
data stored in the structure is limited by the structure capacity. However, with CFLEVEL (5) you can use
the offload parameters to offload data for messages less than 63 KB thereby increasing the number of
messages which can be stored in the structure, although each message still requires at least a coupling
facility entry plus at least 768 bytes of data, made up of 256 bytes for the entry and 512 bytes for the two
elements of header and descriptor.

The size of the list structure is restricted by the following factors:
+ It must lie within a single coupling facility.

+ It might share the available coupling facility storage with other structures for IBM MQ and other
products.

Coupling facility list structures can have storage class memory associated with them. In certain situations
this storage class memory can be useful when used with shared queues. See “Use of storage class
memory with shared queues” on page 171 for more information.

Planning the CF structure size

If you require guidance on the sizing of your CF structures you can use the MP16: IBM MQ for z/OS
Capacity planning and tuning supportpac. You can also use the web-based tool CFSizer, which is provided
by IBM to assist with CF sizes.

The CF structure object

The queue manager's use of a coupling facility structure is specified in a CF structure (CFSTRUCT) IBM
MQ object.

These structure objects are stored in Db2.

When using z/OS commands or definitions relating to a coupling facility structure, the first four characters
of the name of the queue sharing group are required. However, an IBM MQ CFSTRUCT object always
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exists within a single queue sharing group, and so its name does not include the first four characters of
the name of the queue sharing group. For example, CFSTRUCT(MYDATA) defined in queue sharing group
starting with SQ03 would use coupling facility list structure SQO3MYDATA.

CF structures have a CFLEVEL attribute that determines their functional capability:

+ 1, 2 - can be used for nonpersistent messages less than 63 KB
+ 3 - can be used for persistent and nonpersistent messages less than 63 KB
4 - can be used for persistent and nonpersistent messages up to 100 MB

+ 5 -can be used for persistent and nonpersistent messages up to 100 MB and selectively offloaded to
shared message data sets (SMDS) or Db2.

Note: When using IBM MQ you can encrypt a coupling facility structure. See Encrypting coupling facility
structure data for more information.

Backup and recovery of the coupling facility

You can back up coupling facility list structures using the IBM MQ command BACKUP CFSTRUCT. This
puts a copy of the persistent messages currently within the CF structure onto the active log data set of the
gueue manager making the backup, and writes a record of the backup to Db2.

If coupling facility fails, you can use the IBM MQ command RECOVER CFSTRUCT. This uses the backup
record from Db2 to locate and restore persistent messages from the backup of the CF structure. Any
activity since the last backup is replayed using the logs of all the queue managers in the queue sharing
group, and the CF structure is then restored up to the point before the failure.

See the BACKUP CFSTRUCT and RECOVER CFSTRUCT commands for more details.

Related concepts

“Specifying offload options for shared messages” on page 155

You can choose where the message data for a shared queue message is stored, either in a Db2 table or a
shared message data set (SMDS). You can also select which messages are offloaded, based on the size of
the message and the current usage of the coupling facility structure (CF).

“Managing your shared message data set (SMDS) environment” on page 157

If you select shared message data sets to offload large messages then you must also be aware of the
information that IBM MQ uses to manage these data sets and the commands used to work with this
information. Use this topic to understand how to manage shared message data sets.

Specifying offload options for shared messages

You can choose where the message data for a shared queue message is stored, either in a Db2 table or a
shared message data set (SMDS). You can also select which messages are offloaded, based on the size of
the message and the current usage of the coupling facility structure (CF).

The message data for shared queues can be offloaded from the coupling facility and stored in either a Db2
table or in an IBM MQ managed data set called a shared message data set (SMDS).

For messages larger than the coupling facility entry size of 63 KB, offloading message data to a SMDS can
have a significant performance improvement compared with offloading to Db2.

Every shared queue message is still managed using a list entry in a coupling facility structure, but when
the message data is offloaded to the SMDS, the coupling facility entry only contains some control
information and a list of references to the relevant disk blocks where the message is stored. Using this
mechanism means the amount of coupling facility element storage required for each message is only a
fraction of the actual size of the message.

Selecting where the shared queue messages are stored

The selection of SMDS or Db2 shared message storage is controlled with the OFFLOAD (SMDS | DB2)
parameter on the CFSTRUCT definition. OFFLOAD (SMDS) is the default value.
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This parameter also requires the CFSTRUCT to use CFLEVEL (5) or greater.
The OFFLOAD parameter is only valid from CFLEVEL (5). See DEFINE CFSTRUCT for more details.

OFFLOAD (DB2) is supported primarily for migration purposes.

Selecting which shared queue messages are offloaded

Message data is offloaded to SMDS or Db2 based on the size of the message data, and the current
usage of the coupling facility structure. There are three rules, and each rule specifies a matching pair
of parameters. These parameters are a corresponding coupling facility structure usage threshold

percentage (OFFLDnTH ) and a message size limit (OFFLDNnSZ ).

The current implementation of the three rules is specified using the following pairs of keywords:

+ OFFLD1TH and OFFLD1SZ
+ OFFLD2TH and OFFLD2SZ
+ OFFLD3TH and OFFLD3SZ

Rule pair Default value Description
Rule pair 1 OFFLD1TH(70) and If the coupling facility structure
OFFLD1SZ(32K) is more than 70% full offload
data for messages exceeding 32
KB
Rule pair 2 OFFLD2TH(80) and If the coupling facility structure
OFFLD2SZ(4K) is more than 80% full offload
data for messages exceeding 4
KB
Rule pair 3 OFFLD3TH(90) and If the coupling facility structure
OFFLD3SZ(0K) is more than 90% full offload
data for messages exceeding 0
KB (all messages)

If an offload rule has the OFFLD x SZ value of 64K this indicates that the rule is not in effect. In this
case messages will only be offloaded if another offload rule is in effect, or if the message is greater

than 63.75 KB and so, too large to store in the structure.

Each message which is offloaded still requires 0.75 KB of storage in the coupling facility.

The three offload rules which can be specified for each structure are intended to be used as follows.

» Performance

— When there is plenty of space in the application structure, message data should only be offloaded
if it is too large to store in the structure, or if it exceeds some lower message size threshold such
that the performance value of storing it in the structure is not worth the amount of structure

space that it would need.

- If a specific message size threshold is required, it is conventionally specified using the first

offload rule.
+ Capacity

— When there is very little space in the application structure, the maximum amount of message data
should be offloaded so as to make the best use of the remaining space.

— The third offload rule is conventionally used to indicate that when the structure is nearly full, most
messages should be offloaded, so the entries in the application structure will be typically of the
minimum size (requiring about 0.75K bytes).

— The usage threshold parameter should be chosen based on the application structure size and the
maximum anticipated backlog. For example, if the maximum anticipated backlog is 1M messages,
then the amount of structure storage required for this number of messages is about 0.75G bytes.
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This means for example that if the structure is about 10G bytes, the usage threshold for
offloading all messages must be set to 92% or lower.

— Structure space is divided into elements and entries, and even though there may be enough
space overall, one of these may run out before the other. The system provides AUTOALTER
capabilities to adjust the ratio when necessary, but this is not very sensitive, so the amount of
space actually available may be somewhat less. It may be better therefore to aim to use not more
than 90% of the maximum structure space, so in the previous example, the usage threshold for
offloading all messages would be better set around 80%.

» Cushioned transition:

- As the amount of space left in the coupling facility structure decreases, it would be undesirable to
have a large sudden change in the performance characteristics. It is also undesirable for coupling
facility management to have a sudden threshold change in the typical ratio of entries to elements
being used.

— The second offload rule is conventionally used to provide some intermediate cushion between
the performance and capacity biased offload rules. It can be set to cause a significant increase in
offload activity when the space used in the coupling facility structure exceeds an intermediate
threshold. This means that the remaining space is used up more slowly, and gives the coupling
facility automatic alter processing more time to adapt to the higher usage levels.

If the coupling facility structure cannot be expanded, and there is a need to store at least some
predetermined number of messages, the third rule can be modified as necessary to ensure that
offloading of data for all messages starts at an appropriate threshold to ensure space is reserved for
that predetermined number of messages.

For example, if the coupling facility structure size is 4 GB, and the predetermined number of
messages is 1 million, then 1,000,000 * 0.75 KB are needed, which is 768 MB, 18.75% of 4 GB. In
this case the threshold for offloading all messages needs to be set around 80% rather than 90%. This
gives parameters OFFLD3TH(80) and OFFLD3SZ(0K) . The other offload parameters would also need
to be adjusted.

If it is found that offloading very small messages has a significant performance impact, but the
relative impact is less for larger messages, then the usage thresholds for the other rules can be
reduced to offload larger messages earlier, leaving more space in the structure for small messages
before they need to be offloaded.

For example, if messages exceeding 32KB occur frequently but the elapsed time performance for
offloading them (as determined from RMF statistics or application performance) is very similar to that
for keeping them in the coupling facility, then the threshold for the first rule could be set to 0% to
offload all such messages. This gives parameters OFFLD1TH(0) and OFFLD1SZ(32K). Again the other
offload parameters would need to be adjusted.

If there are many messages around specific intermediate sizes, such as 16 KB and 6 KB, then it might
be useful to change the message size option for the second rule so that the larger ones get offloaded
at a fairly low usage threshold, saving a significant amount of space, but the smaller ones still get
stored only in the coupling facility.

S EM Managing your shared message data set (SMDS) environment

If you select shared message data sets to offload large messages then you must also be aware of the
information that IBM MQ uses to manage these data sets and the commands used to work with this
information. Use this topic to understand how to manage shared message data sets.

SMDS objects

The properties and status of each shared message data set are tracked in a shared SMDS object which
can be updated through any queue manager in the queue sharing group.

There is one shared message data set for each queue manager that can access each coupling facility
application structure. The shared message data set is identified by the owning queue manager name,
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specified using the SMDS keyword, and by the application structure name, specified using the CFSTRUCT
keyword.

Note: When defining SMDS data sets for a structure, you must have one for each queue manager.

The SMDS object is stored in an array (with one entry per queue manager in the group) which forms an
extension of the corresponding CFSTRUCT object stored in Db2.

There is no command to DEFINE or DELETE the SMDS object because it is created or deleted as part of
the CFSTRUCT object, but there is a command to ALTER it to change settings for an individual owning
queue manager.

For further information on SMDS commands, see “SMDS related commands” on page 168

SMDSCONN information

It is possible for a shared message data set to be in a normal state, but for one or more queue managers
to be unable to connect to it, for example because of a problem with a security definition or with direct
access device connectivity. It is therefore necessary for each queue manager to keep track of connection
status, and availability information for each shared message data set, indicating for example whether it
can currently connect to it, and if not why not.

The SMDSCONN information represents a queue manager connection to a shared message data set. As
for the shared message data set itself, it is identified by the queue manager which owns the shared
message data set (as specified on the SMDS keyword for the shared object itself) combined with the
CFSTRUCT name.

There is no parameter to identify the connecting queue manager because commands addressed to a
specific queue manager can only refer to SMDSCONN information for that same queue manager.

The SMDSCONN information entries are maintained in main storage in the owning queue manager, and
are re-created when the queue manager is restarted. However, if a connection from an individual queue
manager has been explicitly stopped, this information is also stored as a flag in a connection array in the
corresponding CFSTRUCT or SMDS object, so that it persists across a queue manager restart.

Status and availability information

Status information indicates the state of a resource or connection (for example, whether it is not yet being
used, is in normal use or is in need of recovery). It is usually described using the STATUS keyword. The
possible values depend on the type of object.

Status information is normally updated automatically, for example when an error is detected while using
the resource or connection. However, in some cases a command can also be used to update the status, to
allow for cases when it is not possible for a queue manager to determine the correct status automatically.

Availability information indicates whether the resource or connection can be used, and is usually primarily
determined by the status information. For the resource or connection types used in shared message data
set support, three levels of availability are implemented:

Available
This means that the resource is available to be used normally. This does not necessarily mean that it is
in use at present (which can be determined instead from the STATUS value). For a data set, if it
requires restart processing, this allows the owning queue manager to open it, but other queue
managers must wait until the data set is back in the ACTIVE state.

Unavailable because of error
This means that the resource has been made unavailable automatically because of an error and is not
expected to be available again until some form of repair or recovery processing has been performed.
However, attempts to make it available again are permitted without operator intervention. Such an
attempt can also be triggered by a command to mark the resource as enabled, or a command which
changes the status in such a way as to indicate that recovery processing has been completed.
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The reason that the resource has been made unavailable is normally obvious from the related STATUS
value, but in some cases there may be other reasons to make the resource unavailable, in which case
a separate REASON value is provided to indicate the reason.

Unavailable because of operator command
This means that access to the resource has been explicitly disabled by a command. It can only be
made available by using a command to enable it again.

SMDS availability

For the shared SMDS object, the availability is described by the ACCESS keyword, with the possible
values ENABLED, SUSPENDED and DISABLED.

The availability can be updated using a RESET SMDS command for the relevant shared object from
any queue manager in the group to set ACCESS(ENABLED) or ACCESS(DISABLED).

If the availability was previously ACCESS(SUSPENDED), changing it to ACCESS(ENABLED) will trigger a
new attempt to use the shared message data set, but if the previous error is still present, the
availability will be reset back to ACCESS(SUSPENDED).

SMDSCONN availability

For a local SMDSCONN information entry, the availability is described by the AVAIL keyword, with the
possible values NORMAL, ERROR or STOPPED. The availability can be updated using a START
SMDSCONN or STOP SMDSCONN command addressed to a specific queue manager to enable or disable
its connection.

If the availability was previously AVAIL(ERROR), changing it to AVAIL(NORMAL) will trigger a new
attempt to use the shared message data set, but if the previous error is still present, the availability
will be reset back to AVAIL(ERROR).

Shared message data set shared status and availability

The availability of each shared message data set is managed within the group using shared status
information, which can be displayed using the DISPLAY CFSTATUS command with TYPE(SMDS). This
displays status information for each queue manager that has activated a data set for each structure. Each
data set can be in one of the following states:

NOTFOUND
This means that the corresponding data set has not yet been activated. This status only appears when
a specific queue manager is specified, as data sets which have not been activated are skipped when
all queue managers are selected.

NEW
The data set is being opened and initialized for the first time, ready to be made active.

ACTIVE
This means that the data set is fully available and should be allocated and opened by all active queue
managers for the structure.

FAILED
This means the data set is not available at all (except for recovery processing) and must be closed and
deallocated by all queue managers.

INRECOVER
This means that media recovery (using RECOVER CFSTRUCT) is in progress for this data set.

RECOVERED
This indicates that a command has been issued to switch a failed data set back to the active state, but
further restart processing is required which is not yet complete, so the data set can only be opened by
the owning queue manager for restart processing.

EMPTY
The data set contains no messages. The data set is put into this state if it is closed normally by the
owning queue manager, at a time when it does not contain any messages. It can also be put into
EMPTY state when the previous data set contents are to be discarded because the application
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structure has been emptied (using RECOVER CFSTRUCT with TYPE PURGE or, for a nonrecoverable
structure only, by deleting the previous instance of the structure). The next time the data set is
opened by its owning queue manager, the space map is reset to empty, and the status is changed to
ACTIVE. As the previous data set contents are no longer required, a data set in this state can be
replaced with a newly allocated data set, for example to change the space allocation or move it to
another volume.

The command output includes the date and time at which recovery logging was enabled, if any, and the
date and time at which the data set failed, if it is not currently active.

A shared message data set can be put into a FAILED state either by a RESET SMDS command or
automatically when any of the following types of error are detected:

+ The data set cannot be allocated or opened by the owning queue manager.
+ Validation of the data set header fails after it has been successfully opened by any queue manager.
« A permanent I/O error occurs when the owning queue manager is reading or writing data.

+ A permanent I/O error occurs when another queue manager is reading data from a data set which had
successfully completed open processing and validation.

When a data set is in the FAILED or INRECOVER state, it not available for normal use, so if the availability
state is ACCESS(ENABLED) it is changed to ACCESS(SUSPENDED).

If a data set has been put into the the FAILED state but no media recovery is required, for example
because the data was still valid but the storage device was temporarily offline, then the RESET SMDS
command can be used to request changing the status directly to the RECOVERED state.

When the data set enters the RECOVERED state, either on completion of recovery processing or as a result
of the RESET SMDS command, then it is ready to be used again once restart processing has been
completed. If it was in the ACCESS(SUSPENDED) state, it is automatically switched back to the
ACCESS(ENABLED) state, which allows the owning queue manager to perform restart processing. When
restart processing completes, the state is changed to ACTIVE and all other queue managers can then
connect to the data set again.

Shared message data set connection status and availability

Each queue manager maintains local status and availability information for its connection to each shared
message data set owned by itself and by other queue managers in the group. This information can be
displayed using the DISPLAY SMDSCONN command.

If it is unable to access a shared message data set in the ACTIVE state which belongs to another queue
manager it flags the connection as being unavailable from its own point of view.

If the error definitely indicates a problem with the data set itself, the queue manager also automatically
changes the shared status to indicate that the data set is now in a FAILED state. However, if the error
could be caused by an environmental problem, such as not being authorized to open the data set, the
gueue manager issues error messages and treats the data set as being unavailable, but it does not modify
the shared data set status. If the environmental error turns out to be a problem with the data set anyway
(for example it has been allocated on a device which cannot be accessed by some of the queue managers)
then an operator can use the RESET SMDS command specifying STATUS(FAILED) to allow the data set to
be recovered or repaired as necessary.

If a connection to a shared message data set could not be established but the data set appears to be
valid, a new attempt to use it can be triggered by issuing a START SMDSCONN command for the owning
queue manager.

If there is an operational need to terminate the connection between a specific queue manager and a data
set temporarily, but the data set itself is not damaged, then the data set can be closed and deallocated
using the STOP SMDSCONN command. If the data set is in use, the queue manager will close it normally
(although any requests for data in that data set will be rejected with a return code). If it is the owned data
set, the queue manager will save the space map during CLOSE processing, avoiding the need for restart
processing.
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If a data set needs to be taken out of service temporarily from all queue managers (for example to move
it) but is not damaged, then it is best to use STOP SMDSCONN for the relevant data set with the option
CMDSCOPE(*) to stop the queue managers using it first, as this will avoid the need for restart processing
when the data set is brought back into service. In contrast, if the data set is marked as FAILED this tells
gueue managers that they must stop using it immediately, which means that the space map will not be
saved and will need to be rebuilt by restart processing.

Access to any shared message data sets previously in the ACCESS(SUSPENDED) state will be retried if the
gueue manager is restarted.

Shared message data set recovery logging

Persistent shared messages are logged for media recovery purposes. This means that the messages can
be recovered after any failure of coupling facility structures or shared message data sets, provided that
the recovery logs are still intact. Persistent messages can also be re-created from the recovery logs at
another site for disaster recovery purposes.

When the message data is written to a shared message data set, each block written to the data set is
logged separately followed by the message entry (including the data map) as written to the coupling
facility. The recovery process always recovers the coupling facility structure, but it does not need to
recover individual shared message data sets except when the data set status is FAILED, or when the
status is ACTIVE but the data set header record is no longer valid, indicating that the data set has been re-
created. A data set is not selected for recovery if its status is ACTIVE and the data set header is still valid,
nor if its status is EMPTY, indicating that no messages were stored in it at the time of the failure.

Shared message data set backups

When BACKUP CFSTRUCT is used to make a backup of the shared messages in an application structure,
any data for persistent messages stored in shared message data sets is backed up at the same time, as
for persistent shared messages previously stored in DB.

Shared message data set recovery

If a shared message data set is corrupted or lost, then it needs to be put into the FAILED state to stop the
queue managers from using it until it has been repaired. This normally happens automatically, but can
also be done using the RESET SMDS command specifying STATUS(FAILED).

If the shared message data set contained any persistent messages, these can be recovered using the
RECOVER CFSTRUCT command. This command first restores any persistent message data for that shared
message data set from the most recent BACKUP CFSTRUCT command, then applies all logged changes
since that time. If no BACKUP CFSTRUCT command has been performed since the time that the data set
was first activated, it is reset to empty then all changes since activation are applied.

If the CFSTRUCT contents and all of the shared message data sets are unavailable, for example in a
disaster recovery situation, they can all be recovered in a single RECOVER CFSTRUCT command.

If a shared message data set is damaged but recovery was not active for the CFSTRUCT, or the log
containing the latest BACKUP CFSTRUCT is unavailable or unusable, then the messages offloaded to that
data set cannot be recovered. In this case, the RECOVER CFSTRUCT command with the parameter
TYPE(PURGE) can be used to mark the shared message data set as empty and delete any messages from
the structure which had data stored in that data set.

When the RECOVER CFSTRUCT command is issued, the shared message data set status is changed from
FAILED to INRECOVER. If recovery completes successfully, the status is automatically changed to
RECOVERED, otherwise it changes back to FAILED.

When the data set is changed to the RECOVERED state, this tells the owning queue manager that it can
now try to open the data set and perform restart processing.
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Shared message data set recovery and syncpoints

The shared message data set recovery process reapplies the changes for all complete log records up to
the end of the log, regardless of syncpoints.

If changes were made within syncpoint, restart or recovery processing for the CFSTRUCT may result in
backing out of uncommitted requests, so some of the recovered changes may not actually be used, but
there is no harm in recovering them anyway.

It is also possible that an uncommitted MQPUT message may have been written to the structure but the
corresponding data may not have been written to the data set or the log (as I/O completion is only forced
at the start of syncpoint processing). This is harmless because restart processing will back out the
message entry in the structure, so the fact that it refers to unrecovered data does not matter.

Shared message data set restart processing

If a queue manager connection to a CFSTRUCT terminates normally, the queue manager writes out the
free block space map for each shared message data set to a checkpoint area within the data set, just
before the data set is closed. The space map can then be read in again at connection restart time,
provided that neither the CFSTRUCT nor the shared message data set require any recovery processing
before the next restart.

However, if a queue manager terminates abnormally, or the structure or data set require any recovery
processing, then additional processing is required to rebuild the space map dynamically when the queue
manager connection to the structure is restarted.

Provided that the data set itself did not need to be recovered, queue manager restart simply scans the
current contents of the structure to locate references to message data owned by the current queue
manager, and marks the relevant data blocks as owned in the space map. Other queue managers can
continue to use the structure and read the data owned by the restarting queue manager while the space
map is being rebuilt.

Shared message data set restart after recovery

If a shared message data set had to be recovered from a backup, then all nonpersistent messages stored
in the data set will have been lost, and if the data set was recovered using TYPE(PURGE) then all
messages stored in the data set will have been lost. Until recovery has completed, the data set will be
marked as FAILED or INRECOVER so any attempt to read one of the affected messages from another
gueue manager returns an error code indicating that the data set is temporarily unavailable.

When the data set has been recovered, the status is changed to RECOVERED, which allows the owning
gueue manager to open it for restart processing, but the data set remains unavailable to other queue
managers. Queue manager restart scans the structure to rebuild the space map for any remaining
messages. The scan also checks for messages for which the data has been lost, and deletes them from
the structure (or if necessary flags them as lost, to be deleted later).

The data set status is automatically changed from RECOVERED to ACTIVE when this restart scan
completes, at which point other queue managers can start using it again.

Shared message data set usage information

The DISPLAY USAGE command now also shows information about shared message data set space and
buffer pool usage for any currently open shared message data sets. This information is displayed if either
the new option TYPE(SMDS) or the existing option TYPE(ALL) is specified.

Shared message data performance and capacity considerations
Monitoring data set usage

The current percentage full of each owned shared message data set can be displayed by the DISPLAY
USAGE command with the option TYPE (SMDS).
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The queue manager will normally automatically expand a shared message data set when it reaches
90% full, provided that the option DSEXPAND (YES) is in effect for the SMDS definition. This applies
when either the SMDS option is set to DSEXPAND (YES) or the SMDS option is set to
DSEXPAND (DEFAULT) and the CFSTRUCT default option is set to DSEXPAND (YES).

If the expansion attempt fails because no secondary allocation size was specified when the data set
was created (giving message IEC0701I with reason code 203 ) the queue manager repeats the
expansion request using an override secondary allocation of approximately 20% of the current size.

When a data set is expanded, the new data set extents are formatted as part of the expansion
processing, which can take tens of seconds, or even minutes for very large extents. The new space
becomes available for use after formatting is complete and the catalog has been updated to show the
new high used control interval.

If new messages are being created very rapidly, it is possible for the existing data set to become full
before expansion processing completes. In this case, any request which could not allocate space is
temporarily suspended until the expansion attempt completes and the new space becomes available
for use. If the expansion was successful the request is retried automatically.

If an expansion attempt fails, because of a lack of available space or because the maximum extents
have already been reached, a message is issued giving the reason for the failure, then the override
option for the affected SMDS is automatically altered to DSEXPAND (NO) to prevent further expansion
attempts. In this case, there is a risk that the data set may become full, in which case further action
may be needed as described in Data set becomes full.

Monitoring application structure usage

The usage level of an application structure can be displayed using the MVS DISPLAY
XCF, STRUCTURE command specifying the full name of the application structure (including the queue
sharing group prefix). The IXC360I response message shows current usage of elements and entries.

When the structure usage exceeds the FULLTHRESHOLD value specified in the CFRM policy, the
system issues message IXC585E and may perform automatic ALTER actions if specified, which may
either alter the entry to element ratio or increase the structure size.

Optimising buffer pool sizes

Each buffer in a shared buffer pool is used to read or write a contiguous range of pages for one
message of up to the logical block size. If the message spills over into further blocks, each range of
pages in a separate block requires a separate buffer.

Buffers containing message data after a write or read operation are retained in storage and reused
using a least-recently-used (LRU) cache scheme so that a request to read the same data again shortly
afterwards will not need to go to disk. This provides a significant optimization when shared messages
are written and then read back soon afterwards by applications running on the same system. If
messages owned by another queue manager are browsed for selection purposes then retrieved, this
also avoids the need to reread the message from disk.

This means that the number of buffers required for each application structure is one for each
concurrent API request which reads or writes large messages for that application structure plus some
number of additional buffers which will be used to save recently accessed data in order to optimize
subsequent read accesses.

For shared buffer pools, if there are insufficient buffers, API requests will simply wait if a buffer is not
immediately available. However, this situation should be avoided as it can cause significantly
degraded performance.

The statistics from the DISPLAY USAGE command for shared buffer pools show whether there have
been any buffer waits within the current statistics interval, and also shows the lowest nhumber of free
buffers (or a negative value indicating the maximum number of threads which waited for a buffer at
any time), the number of buffers which have saved data, and the percentage of the times that a buffer
request has successfully found saved data on the LRU chain ("LRU hits" ) instead of having to read it
("LRU misses" ) 1.
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« If there have been any waits, the number of buffers should be increased.

« If there are many unused buffers, the number of buffers may be reduced to make more storage
available in the region for other purposes.

- If there are many buffers containing saved data but the proportion of reads which were hits against
that saved data is very small, the number of buffers may be reduced if the storage could be better
used for other purposes. The number of buffers should not however be reduced by more than the
lowest number of free buffers, as that could trigger waits, and it should preferably be high enough
that the lowest free buffer count is normally well above zero.

Deleting shared message data sets

The DELETE CFSTRUCT command (which is only allowed when all shared queues in the structure are
empty and closed) does not delete the shared message data sets themselves, but they can be deleted in
the usual way after this command has completed. If the same data set is to be reused as a shared
message data set, it must be reformatted first to reset it to the empty state.

Exception situations for shared message data sets

There are a number of exception situations which can occur during normal use, even when no software or
hardware error is present.

Data set becomes full

If a data set becomes full but cannot be expanded, or the expansion attempt fails, applications using
the corresponding queue manager to write large messages to the corresponding application structure
will receive error 2192, MORC_STORAGE_MEDIUM_FULL (also known as MQRC_PAGESET_FULL ).

A data set could become full because of a failure in the application which is supposed to process the
data, causing a large backlog of messages to accumulate. If so, expanding the data set any further will
only be a temporary solution, and it is important to get the processing application going again as soon
as possible.

If more space can be made available the ALTER SMDS command can then be used to set

DSEXPAND (YES) or DSEXPAND (DEFAULT) (assuming that YES has been set or assumed as the
DSEXPAND default for the CFSTRUCT definition) to trigger a retry. If the reason for the failure was
however that maximum extents had been reached, the new expansion attempt will be rejected with a
message and DSEXPAND (NO) will be set again. In this case, the only way to expand it any further is to
reallocate it, which involves making it temporarily unavailable, as described next.

Data set needs to be moved or reallocated

If a data set needs to be moved or expanded but is otherwise in normal use, it can be taken out of use
temporarily to allow it to be moved or reallocated. Any API request which attempts to use the data set
while it is unavailable will receive the reason code MQRC_DATA_SET_NOT_AVAILABLE.

1. Use the RESET SMDS command to mark the data set as ACCESS (DISABLED). This will cause it to
be closed normally and deallocated by all currently connected queue managers.

2. Move or reallocate the data set as necessary, copying the old contents to the newly allocated data
set, for example using the Access Method Services (AMS) REPRO command.

Do not attempt to preformat the new data set before copying the old data into it, as this would
result in the copied data being appended to the end of the formatted data set.

3. Use the RESET SMDS command to mark the data set as ACCESS (ENABLED) again, to bring it back
into use.

If the old contents are smaller than the size of the new data set, the rest of the space will be
preformatted automatically when the new data set is opened.

1 (Hits / (Hits+Misses))* 100
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If the old contents were larger than the size of the new data set then the queue manager has to
scan the messages in the coupling facility structure and rebuild the space map to ensure that none
of the active data has been lost. If any reference is found to a data block which is outside the new
extents, the data set is marked as STATUS (FAILED) and must be repaired by replacing the data
set with one of the correct size and either copying the old data set into it again or using RECOVER
CFSTRUCT to recover any persistent messages.

Coupling facility structure is low on space

If the coupling facility structure is running out of space, causing message IXC585E, it is worth
checking whether the offload rules have been set to ensure that the maximum amount of data is being
offloaded in this case. If not, the offload rules can be modified using the ALTER CFSTRUCT command.

Error situations for shared message data sets

There are a number of problems to be aware of, which can only be caused by errors and not occur in
normal operational situations.

Owned data set cannot be opened

If the queue manager which owns a shared message data set cannot allocate it or open it, or the data
set attributes are not supported, the queue manager sets an appropriate SMDSCONN status value of
ALLOCFAIL or OPENFAIL and sets the SMDSCONN availability to AVAIL (ERROR). It also sets the
SMDS availability to ACCESS (SUSPENDED). When the error has been corrected, use the RESET SMDS
command to set ACCESS (ENABLED) to trigger a retry, or issue the START SMDSCONN command to
the owning queue manager.

Read-only data set cannot be opened

If a queue manager cannot allocate or open a shared message data set owned by another queue
manager and marked as STATUS (ACTIVE), it assumes that this is probably due to a specific problem
with its connection to the data set (represented by the SMDSCONN object) rather than a problem with
the data set itself.

It marks the SMDSCONN as STATUS (ALLOCFAIL) or STATUS (OPENFAIL) as appropriate and marks
the SMDSCONN availability as AVAIL(ERROR) to prevent further attempts to use it.

If the problem can been corrected without affecting the status of the data set itself, use the START
SMDSCONN command to trigger a retry.

If the problem turns out to be a problem with the data set itself, then the RESET SMDS command can
be used to mark the data set as STATUS (FAILED) until it it has been recovered. When the data set
has been recovered, the action of changing the status back to STATUS (ACTIVE) will cause other
queue managers to be notified. If the SMDSCONN is marked as AVAIL (ERROR), it will automatically be
changed back to AVAIL (NORMAL) to trigger a new attempt to open the data set.

Data set header is corrupt

If the data set was successfully opened but the format of the header information is incorrect, the
gueue manager closes and deallocates the data set and sets the status set to STATUS (FAILED) and
the availability to ACCESS (SUSPENDED). This allows RECOVER CFSTRUCT to be used to recover the
contents.

If the error arose because the data set contained residual data from another use and had not been
subsequently preformatted, then preformat the data set and use the RESET SMDS command to
change the status to STATUS (RECOVERED).

Otherwise, the data set must be recovered.
Data set is unexpectedly empty

If the queue manager opens a data set which is marked as STATUS (ACTIVE) but finds that it is
uninitialized or newly preformatted but otherwise valid, the queue manager closes and deallocates
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the shared message data set then sets the status to STATUS (FAILED) and the availability to
ACCESS (SUSPENDED).

Data set has permanent I/0 errors

If a data set has permanent I/O errors after successful OPEN processing, it probably needs recovery.
The queue manager will mark the data set as STATUS (FAILED) so that all currently connected queue
managers will close and deallocate it.

Data set has recoverable I/0 errors

If there are hardware problems with the data set, it is possible that this might result in recoverable I/0
errors which are not reflected back to the queue manager but which cause significant performance
degradation, and also indicate a risk of permanent I/O errors in the near future.

In this case, the data set may be taken off line for recovery by using the RESET SMDS command to
mark it as STATUS (FAILED). This will cause it to be closed and deallocated by all queue managers,
so for example it could be moved to a new volume before being made available again.

When a data set is made unavailable in this way, the space map is not saved so the queue manager
connection restart processing will need to scan the coupling facility structure to locate messages in
the data set and rebuild the space map before the data set can be made available again. As an
alternative, if the shared message data set is still usable, it set can be made unavailable more gently
by using the RESET SMDS command to mark the data set ACCESS (DISABLED) until it is ready to be
made available again.

Data set contents are incorrect

The queue manager cannot detect directly that a data set contains incorrect data or is not up to date,
for example because a volume including that data set had to be restored from backups. However, it
performs integrity checks which make it very unlikely that any such errors could result in incorrect
message data being seen by application programs.

For integrity checking purposes, each message block in the data set is prefixed with a copy of the
corresponding coupling facility entry ID, including a unique time stamp, which is checked whenever
the message block is read, before the message data is passed to the user program. If the message
block prefix does not match the entry ID (and the coupling facility entry was not deleted in the mean
time) the message block is assumed to be damaged and unusable.

If the damaged message was persistent, the data set is marked as STATUS (FAILED) and the
structure contents must be recovered using the RECOVER CFSTRUCT command. If the damaged
message was non-persistent, there is no way to recover it, so a diagnostic message is issued and the
corresponding coupling facility message entry is deleted.

If no saved space map is available when the data set is opened, it is rebuilt by scanning the coupling
facility structure for references to data in the data set. During this scan, the queue manager performs
a number of actions:

1. The queue manager determines the location of the most recent message (if any) currently
remaining in the data set.

2. The queue manager then reads that message from the data set to ensure that the block prefix
matches the message entry id

These actions ensure that the queue manager detects any case where the data set is down-level, and
marks the data set as FAILED. This check does however tolerate the case where the data set was
restored from a previous copy and either no new messages had been added since then or all
messages added since that copy had been subsequently read and deleted.

To protect against down-level data in the case where the data set was closed normally, the queue
manager performs a number of actions:

1. The queue manager saves a copy of the space map time stamp in the SMDS object within Db2
when the data set is closed normally.
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2. The queue manager then checks the space map time stamp is the same, when the data set is
opened again

If the time stamp does not match, this suggests that a down-level copy of the data set might have
been used, so the queue manager ignores the existing space map and rebuilds it, which will succeed
only if no message data was actually lost.

Note: These integrity checks do not guarantee to detect a down-level or damaged data set in all
theoretically possible cases. For example, they will not detect a case where the start of a message
block is valid but the rest of the data has been partly overwritten.

Recovery scenarios for shared message data sets
This section described shared message data set recovery scenarios.
Data set recovery where no data was lost

In some cases, the correct contents of a failed data set can be restored without needing actual
recovery. One example is where a data set contains residual data from a previous use and has not
been preformatted again, which can be fixed by preformatting it. Another case is when a data set has
been moved, but there was an error in the process of copying the data across, which can be fixed by
copying the data again correctly.

In such cases, the corrected data set can be made available again by using the RESET SMDS
command to set STATUS (RECOVERED) . If the availability is currently ACCESS (SUSPENDED) this will
automatically set it back to ACCESS (ENABLED).

When the owning queue manager is notified that the data set has been recovered, it scans the
structure contents to reconstruct the space map, then changes the status to STATUS (ACTIVE). The
other queue managers can then start reading the data set again.

Data set recovery with TYPE(NORMAL)

If the contents of a data set have been lost, but the application structure was defined with
RECOVER(YES) and the appropriate recovery logs are available, the RECOVER CFSTRUCT command
can be used to recover any persistent messages stored in the structure including persistent message
data offloaded to shared message data sets. This command restores the current state using
information logged by the BACKUP CFSTRUCT command plus all logged changes to persistent
messages since the backup time.

The RECOVER CFSTRUCT command always recovers all persistent messages in the coupling facility
structure together with offloaded message data stored in Db2. For offloaded data stored in shared
message data sets, each data set is only selected for recovery processing if it is already marked as
STATUS (FAILED) orifit is found to be unexpectedly empty or otherwise invalid when opened by
recovery processing. Any shared message data set which is marked as active and which passes the
validation checks does not need to be recovered, as the existing message data is already correct, but
the header is updated to indicate that any saved space map will need to be rebuilt after recovery.

Recovery processing is only possible when the structure has been marked as failed, as the complete
contents of the structure need to be reconstructed by recovery processing. However, if at least one
shared message data set has been marked as failed the RECOVER CFSTRUCT command will

automatically mark the structure as failed if necessary to allow recovery processing to proceed.

Recovery may be performed from any queue manager in the queue sharing group, provided that it has
been given write access to the relevant data sets.

Only persistent messages are backed up and logged, so normal recovery processing will restore all
persistent messages, but will cause any non-persistent messages in the structure to be lost.

When recovery has completed, any data set which was selected for recovery is automatically changed
to STATUS (RECOVERED), and if the availability was ACCESS (SUSPENDED) it is changed to
ACCESS (ENABLED). The queue manager rebuilds the space map for each data set by scanning the
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messages in the coupling facility, then marks the data set as STATUS (ACTIVE) so that it can be used
again.

Data set recovery with TYPE(PURGE)
For a recoverable structure, if the data set contents have been lost, but recovery is not possible for
some reason, for example because recovery logs are not available or recovery would take too long,
the RECOVER CFSTRUCT command can be used with TYPE (PURGE) to get the structure back to a

usable state. This resets the structure to the empty state and marks all of the associated data sets as
STATUS (EMPTY).

Deleting the application structure

If a non-recoverable application structure is deleted using the MVS SETXCF FORCE command, or as a
result of structure failure, then the next time the structure is connected, message CSQE028I is issued
to say that the structure has been reset and all existing messages have been discarded, and any
existing data sets are automatically reset to STATUS (EMPTY) as well. This action makes a non-
recoverable structure usable again after loss of data either in the structure or in any of the associated
data sets.

If a recoverable application structure is deleted, it will be treated in the same way as if the structure
had failed.

Data set recovery fails

If RECOVER CFSTRUCT cannot complete for some reason, for example because a log data set is no
longer available, or because the queue manager terminated while recovery was in progress, then any
data set for which recovery was at least started will be marked in the header to show that partial
recovery has been attempted, and the data set will be left in the STATUS (FAILED) state.

In this case, the options are to repeat the original recovery request or to recover with TYPE (PURGE)
instead, discarding the existing data.

If an attempt is made to mark the data set as STATUS (RECOVERED) without actually recovering it,
then the next time it is opened the queue manager will see that the header indicates incomplete
recovery and mark it as STATUS (FAILED) again.

Off site disaster recovery

For off site disaster recovery, persistent shared messages can be re-created using only the logs and
the Db2 shared objects containing the CFSTRUCT definitions and associated SMDS status information.

After setting up the Db2 tables containing the definitions, the application structure and the shared
message data sets can be set up as empty. When a queue manager connects to them and finds that
they are unexpectedly empty, it will mark them as failed, after which a single RECOVER CFSTRUCT
command can be used to recover all persistent messages for all affected structures.

[ M SMDS related commands

This topic describes and provides access to the commands relating to shared message data sets.

Display and alter the CFSTRUCT options relating to large message offload (OFFLOAD and offload rules)
and shared message data sets (DSGROUP, DSBLOCK, DSBUFS, DSEXPAND):

+ DISPLAY CFSTRUCT
* DEFINE CFSTRUCT
* ALTER CFSTRUCT

« DELETE CFSTRUCT

Display CFSTRUCT status relating to large message offload (OFFLDUSE):
« DISPLAY CFSTATUS
Display and alter override data set options (DSEXPAND and DSBUFS ) for individual queue managers:
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« DISPLAY SMDS
« ALTER SMDS
Display or modify the status and availability of the data sets within the queue sharing group:

+ DISPLAY CFSTATUS TYPE(SMDS)
+ RESET SMDS

Display SMDS data set space usage and buffer usage information for a queue manager:
- DISPLAY USAGE TYPE(SMDS)

Display or modify the status and availability of the connections ( SMDSCONN ) to the data sets from an
individual queue manager:

« DISPLAY SMDSCONN

+ START SMDSCONN

+ STOP SMDSCONN

Backup and recover shared messages, including large message data in SMDS when necessary:

+ BACKUP CFSTRUCT
* RECOVER CFSTRUCT

SB[ EW A clvantages of using shared queues
Shared queue allows for IBM MQ applications to be scalable, highly available, and allows workload
balancing to be implemented.

The advantages of shared queues

The shared queue architecture, where cloned servers pull work from a single shared queue, has some
useful properties:

+ Itis scalable, by adding new instances of the server application, or even adding a new z/OS image with a
queue manager (in the queue sharing group) and a copy of the application.

« Itis highly available.

« It naturally performs pull workload balancing, based on the available processing capacity of each queue
manager in the queue sharing group.

Using shared queues for high availability

The following examples illustrate how you can use a shared queue to increase application availability.

Consider an IBM MQ scenario where client applications running in the network want to make requests of
server applications running on z/0S. The client application constructs a request message and places it on
a request queue. The client then waits for a reply from the server, sent to the reply-to queue named in the
message descriptor of the request message.

IBM MQ manages the transportation of the request message from the client machine to the server's input
queue on z/0S and of the response from the server back to the client. By defining the server's input queue
as a shared queue, any messages put to the queue can be retrieved on any queue manager in the queue
sharing group. This means that you can configure a queue manager on each z/0S image in the sysplex
and, by connecting them all to the same queue sharing group, any one of them can access messages on
the server's input queue.

Messages on the input queue of the server are still available, even if one of the queue managers
terminates abnormally or you have to stop it for administrative reasons. You can take an entire z/OS image
offline and the messages will still be available.
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To take advantage of this availability of messages on a shared queue, run an instance of the server
application on each z/OS image in the sysplex to provide higher server application capacity and
availability, as shown in Figure 60 on page 170.

One instance of the server application retrieves a request message from the shared queue and, based on
the content, performs its processing, producing a result that is sent back to the client as an IBM MQ
message. The response message is destined for the reply-to queue and reply-to queue manager named in
the message descriptor of the request message.

There are a number of options that you can use to configure the return path. For more information about
these options, see “Distributed queuing and queue sharing groups” on page 189.
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Figure 60. Multiple instances of an application servicing a shared queue

Peer recovery

To further enhance the availability of messages in a queue sharing group, IBM MQ detects if another
queue manager in the group disconnects from the coupling facility abnormally and completes units of
work for that queue manager that are still pending, where possible. This feature is known as peer recovery.

Suppose a queue manager terminates abnormally at a point where an application has retrieved a request
message from a queue in sync point, but has not yet put the response message or committed the unit of
work. Another queue manager in the queue sharing group detects the failure, and backs out the in-flight
units of work being performed on the failed queue manager. This means that the request message is put
back on to the request queue and is available for one of the other server instances to process, without
waiting for the failed queue manager to restart.

If IBM MQ cannot resolve a unit of work automatically, you can resolve the shared portion manually to
enable another queue manager in the queue sharing group to continue processing that work.
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S EW Use of storage class memory with shared queues
The use of storage class memory (SCM) can be advantageous when used with IBM MQ for z/OS shared
queues.

Important: IBM z16 is planned to be the last generation of IBM Z® to support the use of Virtual Flash
Memory (also known as Storage Class Memory, or SCM) for Coupling Facility images. For more information
see: IBM Z and IBM LinuxONE 4Q 2023 Statements of Direction.

As an alternative, you should either use larger structures or offload messages to SMDS.

The z13, zEC12, and zBC12 machines allow the installation of Flash Express cards. These cards contain
flash solid-state drives (SSD). After installation, flash storage from the cards can be allocated to one or
more LPARs where it is typically known as SCM.

SCM sits between real storage and direct access storage device (DASD) in terms of both I/O latency and
cost. Because SCM has no moving parts, it exhibits much lower I/O latencies than DASD.

SCM is also much cheaper than real storage. As a result, a large amount of storage can be installed for a
relatively low cost; for example, a pair of Flash Express cards contains 1424 GB of usable storage.

These characteristics mean that SCM is useful when a large amount of data must be taken from real
storage in a short period of time, because that data can be written to SCM much quicker than it can be
written to DASD. This specific point can be very useful when using coupling facility (CF) list structures
containing IBM MQ shared queues.

Why list structures fill up

When a CF structure is defined, it is configured with a SIZE attribute that describes the maximum size of
the structure. Because CF structures are always permanently resident in real storage, the sum of the SIZE
attributes of the structures that are defined on a CF should be less than the amount of the real storage
allocated to the CF.

As a result, there is a constant pressure to keep the SIZE value of any given structure to the minimum
value possible, so that more structures can fit into the CF. However, ensuring structures are large enough
to achieve their purpose can result in a conflicting pressure, because making a structure too small means
that it might fill up, disrupting the applications or subsystems making use of it.

There is a strong need to accurately size a structure based on its expected usage. However, this task is
difficult to do because workloads can change over time and accounting for their fluctuations is not easy.

IBM MQ shared queues use CF list structures to store messages. IBM MQ calls CF structures, which
contain messages and application structures.

Application structures are referenced using the information stored in IBM MQ CFSTRUCT objects. When a
message that is smaller than 63 KB is put on a shared queue, the message is stored entirely in an
application structure as a single list entry, and zero or more list elements.

Because IBM MQ shared queues use list structures, the pressures described also affect shared queues. In
this case, the maximum number of messages that can be stored on a shared queue is a function of the:

+ Size of the messages on the queue
« Maximum size of the structure

* Number of entries and elements available in the structure

Because up to 512 shared queues can use the same structure, and effectively compete for entries and
elements, this complicates matters even further

IBM MQ queues are used for the transfer of data between applications, so a common situation is an
application putting messages to a queue, when the partner application, which should be getting those
messages, is not running.

When this happens the number of messages on the queue increase over time until one or more of the
following situations occur:
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+ The putting application stops putting messages.
« The getting application starts getting messages.
+ Existing messages on the queue start expiring, and are removed from the queue.

« The queue reaches its maximum depth in which case an MQRC_Q_FULL reason code is returned to the
putting application.

» The structure containing the shared queue reaches its maximum size, or the CF containing the structure
runs out of available storage. In either case, an MQRC_STORAGE_MEDIUM_FULL reason code is
returned to the putting application.

In the last three cases the queue is full. At this point the putting application has a problem because there
is nowhere for its messages to go. The putting application typically solves this problem by using one or
more of the following solutions:

+ Repeatedly retry putting the message, optionally with a delay between retries.

+ Put the messages somewhere else, such as a database or a file. The messages can be accessed later
and put to the queue as normal.

+ Discard the message if it is nonpersistent.

However, for some classes of applications, for example those with a large volume of incoming messages,
or no access to a file system, these solutions are not practical. There is a real need to ensure that queues
never, or are extremely unlikely to, fill up in the first place and this is especially pertinent to shared
queues.

SMDS and offload rules

The offload rules introduced in IBM WebSphere MQ 7.1 provide a way of reducing the likelihood of an
application structure filling up.

Each application structure has three rules associated with it, specified using three pairs of keywords:
* OFFLD1SZ and OFFLDA1TH
* OFFLD2SZ and OFFLD2TH
* OFFLD3SZ and OFFLD3TH

Each rule specifies the conditions that must be met for message data to be offloaded to the storage

mechanism that is associated with the application structure. Two types of storage mechanisms are

currently available:

* Db2

« Group of Virtual Storage Access Method (VSAM) linear data sets, which IBM MQ calls a shared message
data set (SMDS).

The following example shows the MQSC command to create an application structure named LIST1, using
the DEFINE CFSTRUCT command.

This structure has the default offload rules in place, and uses SMDS as the offload mechanism. This
means that when the structure is 70% full (OFFLD1TH), all messages that are 32 KB or larger
(OFFLD1SZ) are offloaded to SMDS.

Similarly, when the structure is 80% full (OFFLD2TH) all messages that are 4 KB or larger (OFFLD2SZ)
are offloaded. When the structure is 90% full (OFFLD3TH) all messages ( OFFLD3SZ) are offloaded.

DEFINE CFSTRUCT(LIST1)
CFLEVEL(5)

OFFLOAD (SMDS)
OFFLD1SZ(32K) OFFLD1TH(70)
OFFLD2SZ (4K) OFFLD2TH(80)
OFFLD3SZ(0K) OFFLD3TH(90)
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An offloaded message is stored in the offload medium, and a pointer to the message is stored in the
structure. While the offload rules reduce the chance of the structure filling up, by putting less message
data in the structure as it runs out of storage, some data is still written to the structure for each message.
That is, the pointer to the offloaded message.

Additionally, the offload rules come with a performance cost. Writing a message to a structure is relatively
quick and is largely dominated by the time spent to send the request for the write to the CF. The actual
writing to the structure is fast, happening at real storage speeds.

Writing a message to SMDS is much slower because it includes writing to the structure for the message
pointer, and writing the message data to SMDS. This second write operation is done at DASD speed and
has the potential to add latency. If Db2 is used as the offload mechanism the performance cost is much
greater.

HOW storage class memory works with IBM MQ for z/0OS
An overview of the use of storage class memory (SCM) with IBM MQ for z/0OS shared queues.

Important: IBM z16 is planned to be the last generation of IBM Z® to support the use of Virtual Flash
Memory (also known as Storage Class Memory, or SCM) for Coupling Facility images. For more information
see: IBM Z and IBM LinuxONE 4Q 2023 Statements of Direction.

As an alternative, you should either use larger structures or offload messages to SMDS.

A coupling facility (CF) that is at CFLEVEL 19, or greater, can have SCM allocated to it. The structures
defined in that CF can then be configured to make use of SCM to reduce the chances of the structures
filling up (known as a structure full condition). When a structure configured to make use of SCM fills up
past a system-determined point, the CF starts moving data from the structure into SCM, which frees
space in the structure for new data.

Note: Because SCM itself can fill up, allocating SCM to a structure reduces only the likelihood of a
structure full condition, but does not entirely remove the chance of one occurring.

A structure is configured to use SCM by specifying both the SCMALGORITHM and SCMMAXSIZE keywords
in the coupling facility resource manager (CFRM) policy, containing the definition of that structure.

Note that after these keywords are specified, and the CFRM policy is applied, the structure must be
rebuilt, or deallocated so that they can take effect.

SCMALGORITHM keyword

Because the input/output speed of SCM is slower than that of real storage, the CF uses an algorithm that
is tailored to the expected use of the structure in order to reduce the impact of writing to, or reading from,
SCM.

The algorithm is configured by the SCMALGORITHM keyword in the CFRM policy for the structure, using the
KEYPRIORITY1 value. Note that you should use the KEYPRIORITY1 value only with list structures used by
IBM MQ shared queues.

The KEYPRIORITY1 algorithm works by assuming that most applications will get messages from a shared
queue in priority order; that is, when an application gets a message, it gets the oldest message with the
highest priority.

When a structure starts to fill past the system-defined threshold of 90%, the CF starts asynchronously
migrating messages that are least likely to be got next. These are messages with lower priorities that were
more recently put on the queue.

This asynchronous migration of messages from the structure into SCM is known as "pre-staging".

Pre-staging reduces the performance cost of using SCM because it reduces the chance of an application
being blocked during the occurrence of synchronous input/output to SCM.

In addition to pre-staging, the KEYPRIORITY1 algorithm also asynchronously brings back messages from
SCM and into the structure when sufficient free space is available. For the KEYPRIORITY1 algorithm, this
means that when the structure is less than or equal to 70% full.
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The act of bringing messages from SCM into the structure is known as "pre-fetching'".

Pre-fetching reduces the likelihood of an application trying to get a message that has been pre-staged to
SCM and having to wait while the CF synchronously brings back the message into the structure.

SCMMAXSIZE keyword

The SCMMAXSIZE keyword defines the maximum amount of SCM that can be used by a structure. Because
SCM is allocated to the structure by the CF when it is required, it is possible to specify a SCMMAXSIZE that
is greater than the total amount of free SCM available. This is known as "over-committing".

Important: Never over-commit SCM. If you do, the applications that are relying on it will not obtain the
behavior that they expect. For example, IBM MQ applications using shared queues might get unexpected
MQRC_STORAGE_MEDIUM_FULL reason codes.

The CF uses various data structures to track its use of SCM. These data structures reside in the real
storage that is allocated to the CF and, as a result, reduce the amount of real storage that can be used by
structures. The storage used by these data structures is known as "augmented space".

When a structure is configured with SCM, a small amount of real storage is allocated from the CF to the
structure known as fixed augmented space. This is allocated even if the structure never actually uses any
SCM. As data from the structure is stored into SCM, extra dynamic augmented space will be allocated
from the spare real storage in the CF.

When the data is removed from SCM, the dynamic augmented space is returned to the CF. Augmented
space, either fixed or dynamic, is never taken from the real storage that is allocated to a structure.

In addition to augmented storage, when a structure is configured to use SCM, the amount of control
storage used by that structure increases. This means that a list structure configured with SCM can contain
fewer entries and elements than a structure of the same size without SCM being configured.

To understand the impact of SCM on new or existing structures, use the CFSizer tool.

A final important point to note is that after data is moved from the structure into SCM, and dynamic
augmented space has been used, the structure cannot be altered either manually or automatically.

That is, the amount of storage allocated to the structure cannot be increased or decreased, the entry-to-
element ratio that is used by the structure cannot be changed, and so on. To make the structure alterable
again, the structure must not have any data stored in SCM and must not be making use of dynamic
augmented storage.

SEILENN ky use SCM

Emergency storage and improved performance are two use cases for using SCM with IBM MQ for z/0S.

Important: IBM z16 is planned to be the last generation of IBM Z° to support the use of Virtual Flash
Memory (also known as Storage Class Memory, or SCM) for Coupling Facility images. For more information
see: IBM Z and IBM LinuxONE 40Q 2023 Statements of Direction.

As an alternative, you should either use larger structures or offload messages to SMDS.

This section introduces the theory behind the two possible scenarios. For further details on how you set
up the scenarios, see:

+ “Emergency storage - basic configuration” on page 177

« “Improved performance - basic configuration” on page 183

Important: The use of SCM with CF structures is not dependent on any specific version of IBM MQ.
However the emergency storage scenario works only with IBM WebSphere MQ 7.1 and later, because it
requires SMDS and the offload rules.
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Emergency storage

SMDS and message offloading can be used in conjunction with SCM to reduce the likelihood of an
MQRC_STORAGE_MEDIUM_FULL reason code being returned to an IBM MQ application during an
extended outage.

Overview

A single shared queue is configured on an application structure. The putting application puts messages
onto the shared queue; the getting application gets messages from the shared queue.

During normal running, the queue depth is expected to be close to zero, but a business requirement
indicates that the system must be able to tolerate a two-hour outage of the getting application. This
means that the shared queue must be able to contain two hours of messages from the putting application.

Currently, this process is achieved by using the default offload rules, and SMDS, so that the size of the
structure is minimized, while reducing the performance cost that is associated with offloading.

The rate of messages being sent to the shared queue is expected to double in the short to medium term.
Although the requirement that the system be able to tolerate a two-hour outage still exists, not enough
real storage is available in the CF to double the size of the structure.

Because the CF, which contains the application structure, resides on a zEC12 machine, the possibility
exists to associate sufficient SCM with the structure to store enough messages so that a two-hour outage
can be tolerated.

Consider what happens over a period of time:

1. Initially, the system is in its steady state. Both the putting and getting application are running
normally and the queue depth is close to, or at, zero. The result is that the application structure is
largely empty.

2. At a certain time, the getting application suffers an unexpected failure and stops. The putting
application continues to put messages to the queue and the application structure starts to fill up.

3. After the structure reaches 70% full, the conditions of the first offload rule are met and all messages
with a size greater than or equal to 32 KB are offloaded to SMDS.

See “SMDS and offload rules” on page 172 for an overview of the offload rules.

4. As messages continue to be put to the shared queue, the structure continues to fill (either because of
the message data being stored in the structure, or as a result of the pointers to the offloaded
messages being stored in the structure).

When the structure reaches 80% full, the second offload rule starts to apply and messages that are 4
KB or greater are offloaded to SMDS.

5. When the structure is past 90% full, all messages are offloaded to SMDS and only the message
pointers are being placed in the structure.

About this time, the pre-staging algorithm starts to run, and begins moving data from the structure
into SCM. Assuming all messages on the queue are the same priority, the newest messages are pre-
staged.

Because all messages are now being offloaded to SMDS, the data being moved into SCM is not actual
message data, but instead the pointers to the messages on SMDS.

As a result, the number of messages that can be stored on the combination of the structure, and the
SCM and SMDS associated with the structure, is very large.

Performance: During this stage of the outage, the putting application can suffer a degree of
performance degradation because of having to write to SMDS. In this case, the use of SCM should not
be a limiting factor on the putting application in terms of performance. SCM provides extra space to
prevent the structure filling up.

6. Eventually the getting application is available again and the outage is over.

However SCM is still being used by the structure. The getting application starts reading messages off
the queue, getting the oldest, highest priority messages first.

IBMMQ 7| 7HR 175



Because these messages were written before the structure started to fill up, they come out entirely
from the real storage portion of the structure.

7. As the structure starts to empty, it goes below the threshold at which pre-staging is active, and so
pre-staging stops.

8. The structure usage reduces below the point at which the offload rules take effect, so messages are
no longer offloaded to SMDS unless they are more than 63 KB.

At about this time, the pre-fetch algorithm starts moving data from SCM in to the structure. Because
the getting application gets messages from the queue in the order expected by the SCM algorithms,
messages are brought in before the getting application needs them.

The result is that the getting application never needs to wait for messages to be brought in
synchronously from SCM.

9. As the getting application continues to move down the queue, it starts retrieving messages that were
offloaded to SMDS.

10. Finally, the system is in a steady state again. No messages are stored in SCM or SMDS, and the queue
depth is close to zero.

Improved performance

This scenario describes using SCM to increase the number of messages that can be stored on a shared
gueue without incurring the performance cost of using SMDS.

Description

For this scenario, a putting and getting application communicate through a shared queue which is stored
in application structure.

The putting application tends to run in bursts, when it puts a large number of messages in a short amount
of time. Then, in an extended period of time, it produces no messages at all.

The getting application sequentially processes each message, and performs complex processing on each
one. As a result, most of the time the queue depth is zero, except for when the putting application starts
to run, where the queue depth starts increasing as messages are being put faster than they are being got.

The queue depth increases until the putting application stops, and the getting application has enough
time to process all the messages on the queue.

Notes:

1. In this scenario, the key factor is performance. The messages being sent to the queue are always less
than 63 KB and so never need to be offloaded to SMDS.

2. The application structure has been sized so that it is large enough to contain all of the messages that
will be placed on it by the putting application in a single "burst."

3. The offload rules must all be disabled so that, even when the structure starts to fill, the messages are
not offloaded to SMDS. This is because the performance costs that are associated with writing
messages to, and reading messages from, SMDS are deemed unacceptable.

Over time, the number of messages that the putting application send in a burst must increase by several
orders of magnitude. Because the getting application must process each message sequentially, the
number of messages on the queue increases to the point where the structure fills up.

At this point, the putting application receives a reason code (MQRC_STORAGE_MEDIUM_FULL) when
putting a message, and the put operation fails. The putting application can only briefly tolerate periods
when it is unable to put messages to the queue. If the period is too long, the application ends.

Assuming that you do not have the time, or skills available, to rewrite either the putting application or
getting application, this problem has three possible solutions:

1. Increase the size of the application structure.

2. Add offload rules to the application structure so that messages are offloaded to SMDS as the queue
starts to fill up.
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3. Associate SCM with the structure.
The first solution is quick to implement, but not enough real storage is available on the CF.

The second solution might also be quick to implement, but the performance impact of offloading to SMDS
is considered too significant to use this option.

The third solution, associating SCM with the structure, provides an acceptable balance of cost and
performance.

Associating SCM with a structure results in a higher use of real storage in the CF because of the
augmented storage that get operations used. However, the actual amount of real storage will be less than
the amount used in the first option.

Another consideration is the cost of SCM. However this cost is much cheaper than real storage. These
factors combine to make the third option cheaper than the first option.

Although the third option, potentially, might not perform as well as the first option, the pre-fetch and pre-
staging algorithms used by the CF can combine to make the differences in performance acceptable, or in
some cases negligible.

Certainly the performance can be much better than using SMDS to offload messages.
Consider what happens over a period of time:

1. Initially, the getting application is active and waiting for messages to be delivered to the shared queue.
The putting application is not active and the shared queue is empty.

2. At a certain time, the putting application becomes active, and starts putting a large number of
messages to the shared queue. The getting application starts getting the messages, but the queue
depth rapidly starts to increase because the getting application is slower than the putting application.

As a result, the application structure starts to fill up.
3. As the time increases, the putting application is still active. The application structure fills up to
approximately 90%.

This is when the SCM pre-staging algorithm starts to move messages from the structure into SCM,
freeing space in the structure.

Because the getting application gets the oldest, highest priority messages from the queue first, it is
always getting messages from the structure and does not need to wait for messages to be brought
synchronously from SCM in to the structure.

4. The putting application is still active and putting messages to the shared queue. However, the
application never receives an MQRC_STORAGE_MEDIUM_FULL reason code, because enough space
exists in SCM to store all the messages that do not fit in the structure.

5. Eventually, the putting application stops because it has no more messages to put.

The pre-staging algorithm stops because the structure falls below 90% in use, and the getting
application continues processing the messages in the queue.

6. As the getting application starts to free space in the structure, the pre-fetch algorithm starts to bring
messages back from SCM in to the structure.

Because the getting application processes messages in the order expected by the pre-fetch algorithm,
the getting application never becomes blocked waiting for message data to be brought synchronously
from SCM in to the structure.

7. Finally, the getting application processes all the messages on the shared queue, and waits until the
next message is available. The structure and SCM are empty of messages.

Emergency storage - basic configuration
How you set up a basic scenario for emergency storage on IBM MQ.
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About this task

Important: IBM z16 is planned to be the last generation of IBM Z® to support the use of Virtual Flash
Memory (also known as Storage Class Memory, or SCM) for Coupling Facility images. For more information
see: IBM Z and IBM LinuxONE 4Q 2023 Statements of Direction.

As an alternative, you should either use larger structures or offload messages to SMDS.

SMDS and message offloading can be used in conjunction with SCM to reduce the likelihood of an
MQRC_STORAGE_MEDIUM_FULL reason code being returned to an IBM MQ application during an
extended outage.

For example, your enterprise has an application that puts messages onto the queue and an application
that gets messages from the queue. During normal running, you expect the queue depth to be close to

zero, but a business requirement indicates that the system be able to tolerate a two-hour outage of the
application that gets the messages.

This means that the shared queue being used must be able to contain two hours of messages from the
putting application. Currently you achieve this by using the default offload rules, and SMDS.

You expect the rate of messages being sent to the shared queue to double in the short to medium term.
Although your requirement that the system be able to tolerate a two-hour outage still exists, not enough
real storage is available in the CF to double the size of the structure. Because the CF containing the
application structure resides on a zEC12 machine, you have the capability of associating sufficient SCM
with the structure to store enough messages, so that a two-hour outage can be tolerated

This initial scenario uses a:

* Queue sharing group, IBM1, that contains a single queue manager, CSQ3. In addition to the
administration structure, the queue sharing group defined a single application structure, SCEN1.

« Coupling facility (CF) CFQ1, in which the SCEN1 application structure is stored as the IBM1SCEN1
structure. This structure has a maximum size of 1 GB.

+ Single shared queue, SCEN1.Q that the application structure uses.

This configuration is illustrated in Figure 61 on page 178.

IBM1

IEM1SCENT

C5Q3

SCEMNT -

SCEM1.Q

Figure 61. Basic configuration

Furthermore, assume that queue manager CSQ3 is already the only member of queue sharing group IBM1.

You must add the definition for structure IBM1SCEN1 to the coupling facility resource manager (CFRM)
policy. For simplicity, the structure is defined so that it can be created in only a single coupling facility,
CFO1, by specifying PREFLIST (CF01).

Attention: To allow for high availability in your production system, you should include at least two
CFs in the PREFLIST for any structures that are used by IBM MQ.
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Procedure
1. Refresh the CFRM policy by using the following command:

SETXCF START,POLICY,TYPE=CFRM, POLNAME=IBM1SCEN1

Sample CFRM policy for structure IBM1SCEN1:

STRUCTURE

NAME (IBM1SCEN1)
SIZE(1024M)
INITSIZE(512M)
ALLOWAUTOALT (YES)
FULLTHRESHOLD(85)
PREFLIST(CFO1)
ALLOWREALLOCATE (YES)
DUPLEX(DISABLED)
ENFORCEORDER (NO)

2. Verify that the structure has been created correctly, by using the following command:

D XCF,STR,STRNAME=IBM1SCEN1

At this point, your structure has not been allocated, shown by the STATUS line, to the queue sharing
group.
3. Configure IBM MQ to make use of the structure defined in the CFRM policy.

a. Use the DEFINE CFSTRUCT command, with the structure name of SCEN1 to create an IBM MQ
CFSTRUCT object:

DEFINE CFSTRUCT(SCEN1)

CFCONLOS (TOLERATE)

CFLEVEL(5)

DESCR('Structure for SCM scenario 1')
RECOVER(NO)

RECAUTO(YES)

OFFLOAD (DB2)

OFFLD1SZ (64K) OFFLDATH(70)

OFFLD2SZ (64K) OFFLD2TH(80)
OFFLD3SZ(64K) OFFLD3TH(90)

b. Validate the structure, using the DISPLAY CFSTRUCT command.

c. Define the SCEN1. Q shared queue, to use the SCEN1 structure, using the following MQSC
command:

DEFINE QLOCAL (SCEN1.Q) QSGDISP(SHARED) CFSTRUCT(SCEN1) MAXDEPTH(999999999)
4. Use IBM MQ Explorer to put a single message to the queue SCEN1. Q and take the message off again.
5. Issue the following command to check that the structure is now allocated:
D XCF,STR,STRNAME=IBM1SCEN1

Check in the output from the command, that the STATUS line shows ALLOCATED.
Results

You have created the basic configuration. You can now obtain an idea of the baseline performance of your
configuration using whatever method you select.
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What to do next

Add SMDS and SCM to the initial structure

Related concepts

“Use of storage class memory with shared queues” on page 171

The use of storage class memory (SCM) can be advantageous when used with IBM MQ for z/OS shared
gueues.

Adding SMDS and SCM to the initial structure
How you add SMDS and SCM for emergency storage on IBM MQ.

About this task

Important: IBM z16 is planned to be the last generation of IBM Z° to support the use of Virtual Flash
Memory (also known as Storage Class Memory, or SCM) for Coupling Facility images. For more information
see: IBM Z and IBM LinuxONE 4Q 2023 Statements of Direction.

As an alternative, you should either use larger structures or offload messages to SMDS.

This part of the task uses the basic configuration described in “Emergency storage - basic configuration”
on page 177. The scenario describes the addition of shared message data sets (SMDS), and then of SCM
to the initial structure.

This final configuration is illustrated in Figure 62 on page 180.
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Figure 62. Configuration adding SMDS and SCM for emergency storage
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Procedure

1. Create the SMDS data set that the SCEN1 application structure uses, by editing the CSQ4SMDS sample
JCL, as shown:

//CSQ4SMDS JOB NOTIFY=&SYSUID
//*

//* Allocate SMDS

//*

//DEFINE EXEC PGM=IDCAMS,REGION=4M
//SYSPRINT DD SYSOUT=x

//SYSIN DD %

DEFINE CLUSTER -

(NAME (CSQSMDS.SCEN1.CSQ3.SMDS) -
MEGABYTES (5000 3000 -
LINEAR -
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SHAREOPTIONS(2 3) ) -

DATA -

(NAME (CSQSMDS.SCEN1.CSQ3.SMDS.DATA) )
/*

/1%

//* Format the SMDS

/%

//FORM  EXEC PGM=CSQJUFMT,COND=(0,NE) ,REGION=0M
//STEPLIB DD DSN=MQ800.SCSQANLE,DISP=SHR

// DD DSN=MQ800.SCSQAUTH, DISP=SHR

//SYSUT1 DD DISP=0LD,DSN=CSQSMDS.SCEN1.CSQ3.SMDS
//SYSPRINT DD SYSOUT=+

2. Issue the ALTER CFSTRUCT command to change the SCEN1 application structure, to use SMDS for
offloading, implementing the default offload rules:

ALTER CFSTRUCT(SCEN1) OFFLOAD(SMDS) OFFLD1SZ(32K) OFFLD2SZ(4K) OFFLD3SZ(0K)
DSGROUP (' CSQSMDS.SCEN1.%.SMDS') DSBLOCK(1M)

Note the following;:

» Because SCEN1.Q is the only shared queue on the SCEN1 application structure, the DSBLOCK value

has been set to 1M, the largest value possible. This should be the most efficient setting for our
scenario.

« Because the messages sent by the putting application are 30 KB, offloading to SMDS does not start
until the second offload rule is met, when the structure is 80% full.
3. Run your test application again.
Note the increased storage of messages on the queue.
4. Add 4 GB of SCM to structure IBM1SCEN1 by carrying out the following procedure:

a) Check how much SCM is installed, and allocated to CF01, by issuing the following command:

D CF,CFNAME=CFO1

b) Check the STORAGE-CLASS MEMORY figures in