Podcast: Understanding IBM InfoSphere Warehouse
Introduction
Hello and welcome to the podcast.
Thank you for joining me today.
My name is John P. Kennedy.  I'm a senior product manager working at IBM.

This podcast is the first in a series that will explore IBM's powerful data warehousing and analytics portfolio.  In this podcast, we will discuss IBM InfoSphere Warehouse.

What is ISW?
IBM is a recognized leader in data warehousing and InfoSphere Warehouse is IBM's flagship data warehousing software package.
InfoSphere Warehouse provides a comprehensive platform to design, grow, and optimize data marts or enterprise data warehouses.  InfoSphere Warehouse also provides analytical capabilities that make it easy to discover new opportunities hidden in your data.

Why should I care?
Business leaders have to make crucial decisions every day. 
Unfortunately, many of them operate with major blind spots.  Half of all leaders surveyed by IBM say that they don’t have access to sufficient information to do their jobs.  Worse of all, 35% of them admit to making decisions with information they don’t trust.
With IBM InfoSphere Warehouse, leading companies like Dillard's department stores, Princess Cruises and BlueCross BlueShield of Tennessee have created competitive advantages by turning transactional data into trusted business information.
What are the benefits of ISW?
A data warehouse is more than software and hardware.  It is also collection of processes that support business decisions.

To be successful with your data warehouse, you need to understand your business's requirements. You may need executive support.  You need to establish partnerships with people in the lines of business.  You need to set expectations and communicate clearly.
With all these factors, you want technology that provides a reliable foundation that can grow with you.

For this reason, InfoSphere Warehouse is powered by the DB2 for Linux, UNIX and Windows data server.  The DB2 data server provides a number of features that make it ideal for data warehousing deployments.  
Scalability & Partitioning & Performance
DB2 gives you the flexibility to spread data across multiple parallel servers for virtually unlimited scalability. DB2 has a "shared-nothing" architecture.  This helps ensure you won't encounter bottlenecks that degrade performance as the volume of data in your warehouse grows.
Over the years, Moore's Law has given us more processing capacity, more memory capacity, and more storage capacity.  Unfortunately, I/O bandwidth capacity has not increased at the same.  I/O is the leader killer of data warehouse performance.  DB2 provides features like the query optimizer, table and index partitioning and materialized query tables work together to eliminate I/O.
With all this, it is not surprising that DB2 has maintained leadership in the industry standard TPC-H benchmark for years.

Compression
InfoSphere Warehouse also offers powerful storage optimization technologies that are unique in the industry.  With version 9.7, you can now automatically compress relational data, XML data, temporary tables, and indexes.  Compression reduces storage costs, shrinks backup and recovery time, and improves query performance.  Our customers reported table compression rates as high as 80%.
Workload Management
InfoSphere Warehouse helps ensure predictable performance with built-in workload management.  Traditional database servers can be strained by complex queries and high concurrent user volumes.  With DB2's workload management capabilities, you can prioritize queries coming from different sources.  You can control how many - or how few - resources are dedicated to these workloads.

Tooling
It doesn't stop there.

The benefits of InfoSphere Warehouse extend beyond the DB2 data server.  
With the Design Studio, your warehouse designers can graphically design, model, validate and reverse-engineer database schemas.  

To populate your warehouse, they can move and transform data using the SQL Warehousing Tool.  All data flows and transformations are built inside the Design Studio and then deployed using the included Administration Console.

Analytics
To deliver true insight, InfoSphere Warehouse provides analytics capabilities such as OLAP, data mining and text analysis.
Cubing Services
Business analysts and power users have come to rely on OLAP technologies to quickly perform ad-hoc analysis.  InfoSphere Warehouse provides Cubing Services for OLAP.  With Cubing Services, you can give your users the ability "slice and dice" large data sets without having to the extracting data from your warehouse.
Data mining, modeling and scoring.
Likewise, InfoSphere Warehouse provides in-database data mining, modeling and scoring capabilities. This means your users and applications can work with current data and deliver predictive analytics in real time.  InfoSphere Warehouse supports mining model algorithms such as clustering, associations, classification, regression, and prediction.

Conclusion
As you can see, InfoSphere Warehouse delivers a powerful set of capabilities to meet diverse warehousing needs.

Whether you're the IT guru of a small business looking for a scalable reporting warehouse, or a senior IT executive at a Fortune 500 firm that needs to modernize an enterprise data warehouse, InfoSphere Warehouse provides a solid return on investment.

If you' would like to learn more, visit us at www.ibm.com/infosphere.  Click on the "Data Warehousing & Analytics" link.  

Or, you can contact IBM representative to learn more about InfoSphere Warehouse.

Thank you for joining me today.  

And be sure to download in for the next podcast in this series.
