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You can add JavaScript to a report to provide your own user interfaces 
when the report is run in HTML. For more information, see Adding 
JavaScript to a report and JavaScript samples.

Best Practice: Use an extension to host and upload JavaScript. 
Extensions can be used to host custom control and page module 
JavaScript.

Advantage: If you bundle your JavaScript file(s) into an extension, you 
can easily upload the extension to your IBM Cognos Analytics 
environment without having to access your server’s file system directly 
to place the JS files.
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https://www.ibm.com/support/knowledgecenter/SSEP7J_11.0.0/com.ibm.swg.ba.cognos.ug_cr_rptstd.doc/t_rpting_add_javascrpt.html
https://community.ibm.com/community/user/businessanalytics/blogs/steven-macko/2018/09/10/javascript-samples-for-ibm-cognos-analytics
https://www.ibm.com/support/knowledgecenter/en/SSEP7J_11.0.0/com.ibm.swg.ba.cognos.ag_manage.doc/c_ag_manage_extensions.html


How to bundle JavaScript in an Extension

1. Create your JavaScript file(s) as you normally would

2. Extensions are defined in a spec.json file that is contained in the 
root of the extension .zip file. In a text editor, create a new file 
called spec.json using this template (see Slide 4).

3. Create a zip file that contains the JavaScript file(s) from Step 1 and 
the spec.json file from Step 2.

4. Upload the extension to IBM Cognos Analytics

5. Create a report, drag in a Custom Control from the Toolbox, and set 
the Module path property to match your extension (see Slide 5).
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https://public.dhe.ibm.com/software/data/sw-library/cognos/mobile/C11/guides/How_to_upload_an_extension.pdf


{
"name": "AZIndexedPromptBar",
"extensions": [

{
"perspective": "common",
"features": [

{
"id" : “AZIndex"

}
]

}
]

}

spec.json Template

The only value that needs to 
be filled in is the "name" 
property, which is used to 

reference the JavaScript files 
contained in the extension.

Do not use spaces in the 
name.
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Optional: The " id " property 
helps you identify the name 

of the JS file that the 
extension is using



The "name"
property from 

spec.json

The filename of the 
associated JavaScript file, 
without the .js at the end

In the report, select the Custom Control, open the Properties, 
and set the Module path property as follows:

Standard URL 
prefix
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Tip: The "name" property 
is also shown on the 
Extensions tab under:
Manage > Customization
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