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In a data module, suppose you have a column for Month. If you simply drop that column onto a Line
visualization on a dashboard, by default the months will be sorted alphabetically:

Units Sold by Month

February

November October September

If you would like to display the months in chronological order, you can sort the Month column by

another column (e.g. Month Number).

In your data, ensure that you have both a Month column and an associated Month Number column:

Step 1
A B < D
1 |Year Month  Month Number Units Sold
2 2020 January 1 1509
3 2020 February 2 1698
4 2020 March 3 1967
5 2020 April 4 2451
6 2020 May 5 2909
7 2020 June 6 3844
8 2020 July 7 3447
9 2020 August ) 4665
10 2020 Septembe 9 5652
11 2020 October 10 6196
12 2020 Novembe 11 5409
13 2020 Decembel 12 6324
14




Step 2
To display the months in their correct chronological order, open the data module, select Month, and
open the Properties:
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Change the Members property to Enabled. Change Sort by to Month Number:

Members Enabled a

Sort by Month Number o

Crder Ascending o

Finally, save the data module.



Step 3

Now when you create a dashboard or report, the months will be displayed in their correct chronological
order because they are now being sorted in ascending order by their number:

Units Sold by Month

Units Sold (Sum)

January February March April May June Tuly August September October November December
Month

For more information, see Sorting.

Note: A similar procedure can also be used in IBM Cognos Analytics 11.1.7 and below.


https://www.ibm.com/docs/en/cognos-analytics/11.1.0?topic=dashboards-sorting

