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Craig and Steve’s Tip of the Day: Day 2 

How to Rank Data in a Report (Top 10 or Bottom 10) 
May 19, 2021 

Beginner/Intermediate 

IBM Cognos Analytics 11.1.7 

 

Suppose you only want to see the Top 10 products by revenue in your report, rather than seeing all 

products: 

 

 

This document will demonstrate how to use the Rank function to return only the Top 10 items in a 

query: 
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Notes: 

1. Some Rank numbers are skipped when a tie between rows occurs. 

2. The following screen captures are from IBM Cognos Analytics 11.1.6. 

 

Procedure 
 

1. Start by creating a new report. To do that, click New and then Report:                                       

 
2. Select the 1 column template and the Blue theme and click OK 

3. To add data to the report, click the Select sources button: 

 
4. Navigate to Team content > Samples > By feature > Core > Data > Sample data module and click 

Open 
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5. Click the Plus icon in the center of the template and select List:

 
6. In the resulting dialog, accept the defaults and click OK 

7. Expand Sample File Go Sales and double-click Product and Revenue to add them to the List 

8. Now we need to modify the underlying query. Use the navigation menu to open Query1:                         
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9. We will create a calculation to generate the ranking. Open the Toolbox: 

 
10.  Drag a Query calculation into the Data Items box: 
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11. In the resulting dialog, type Rank into the Name box. In the Expression Definition box, type rank 

(, drag in Revenue, and close the brackets. Click OK.

  
12. To show only the Top 10, we need to create a filter. Drag the new calculation named Rank from 

the Data Items box and drop it in the Detail Filters box: 

 



6 
 

13. In the resulting dialog, type < 11 and click OK:    

 
14. With the filter still selected, change the Application property to After Auto Aggregation:
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15. Run the report:                                                                       

 

 

Bottom 10 
The following syntax would result in the bottom 10: 

rank ([C].[Sample_data_module].[M1_SampleFile_GOSales_xls].[Revenue] ASC) 

 

In the example above, the Rank of 1 is given to the lowest (worst) product’s revenue, and so on. 

 

Application 
In a production report, you would probably have multiple queries. One query would be filtered for the 

Top 10, one query for the Top 25, one query for the Bottom 10, and one query for the Bottom 25. You 

would create the first query, and then copy it multiple times, changing the filter for each one. You would 

also need to add the descending sort to the calculation for the two Bottom queries.  
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Appendix A: The Rank Function Syntax 
 

rank ( expression [ ASC|DESC ] { , expression [ ASC|DESC ] } [ at expression { , expression } ] [ <for-
option> ] [ prefilter ] ) 
 
rank ( [ distinct ] expression [ ASC|DESC ] { , expression [ ASC|DESC ] } [ <for-option>] [ prefilter ] ) 
 
<for-option> ::= for expression { , expression }|for report|auto  
 

• Returns the rank value of selected data items 

• The sort order is optional; descending order (DESC) is assumed by default. 

• If two or more rows tie, then there is a gap in the sequence of ranked values (also known as 
Olympic ranking). 

• The "<for-option>" defines the scope of the function. 

• The "at" option defines the level of aggregation and can be used only in the context of relational 
datasources. 

• Distinct is an alternative expression that is compatible with earlier versions of the product. 

• Null values are ranked last. 
 
 
Example: rank ( Sales 98 ) 
 
Result: For each row, returns the rank value of sales for 1998 that is attributed to each sales 
representative. Some numbers are skipped when a tie between rows occurs. 

 


