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How to install and run the CAFileUpload.py Cognos Analytics REST API 
python sample script 
 
NOTE: Any language or tool that supports REST API can be used to interact with the Cognos 
Analytics REST API.  Consult your chosen software language or tool documentation for further 
information.   
Python is used for this sample (CAFileUpload.py) but the Cognos File Upload REST API steps 
demonstrated in this sample can be used in any other language or tool that supports REST API 
to achieve the same results with Cognos. 
Please also refer to the Cognos Analytics REST API documentation and reference for further 
info: https://www.ibm.com/docs/en/cognos-analytics/11.2.0?topic=apis-rest-api 
 
To use this Python sample script: 

1. Install Python for your client operating system. Consult your chosen python distribution 
documentation for details. 

2. Ensure that your PATH environment variable includes the location where your python 
executable is installed.  Test that python runs from the command-line: python3 --
version 

3. Install the additional Python libraries if needed: argparse, requests, json, time, sys. 
Consult your python distribution documentation for help on this. 

4. Download the CAFileUpload.py sample script from IBM Accelerator Catalog.   
5. Open a command-line terminal in the folder where the script is, run the sample python 

script: 
python3 CAFileUpload.py --help   

 
6. This will provide command-line help with detailed instructions of optional command-

line arguments and in-script default arguments that must be provided.  
7. An example script call passing URL, API key (11.2.4+) authentication, target folder 

storeID and csv file name all as command-line arguments (rather than default values 
inside the script) would be: 

python3 CAFileUpload.py -url http://myserver:myport/api/v1 
-apikey "myapikey" -d "i6EB9D205C24A480D95CDEB77D4928465" 
myfile.csv 

8. Open the CAFileUpload.py script in a text editor of your choice to read the inline 
comment script documentation and to edit the default values (default=) if desired. 

 
 
 


