
In this video we will show the 
following:

1. Themes
2. Extensions
3. Welcome (Home view)
4. Login (Sign-in view)

Getting Started with Cognos Analytics

How to Create Themes 
and Extensions



1. Import the 
Deployment

2. Upload and apply 
the Theme

3. Upload each 
Extension 
separately

3. Upload all 
Extensions

4. Upload the 
Welcome Page

5. Upload the Login 
Page

How to Install the Samples

OR

Samples_for_Install.zip
This deployment contains the referenced dashboard and reports.

SampleTheme.zip

SampleExtensionsAll.zip

SampleWelcome.zip
http://<server name>:9300/bi/index.html?perspective=Sample+welcome

SampleLogin.zip
http://<server name>:9300/bi/index.html?perspective=Sample+login

SampleExtensionExcludeNotifications.zip
SampleExtensionExcludeDelete.zip
SampleExtensionButtonWebsite.zip
SampleExtensionButtonReport.zip
SampleExtensionButtonDashboard.zip
SampleExtensionButtonFolder.zip
SampleExtensionMenuQuicklinks.zip
SampleExtensionContextMenuItem.zip

The samples are installed with the product here:
<Install location>\samples\



THEMES



You now have the ability to apply your own theme to IBM Cognos
Analytics. The theme is applied globally to all of the perspectives in 
the product.

A theme is a zip file that contains spec.json and an images folder:

• The name of the zip can be anything – it is not used by the product or shown in the user 
interface

• No underscores

Themes



spec.json

Themes

Themes are supported in the following areas of the product:



Themes

Themes are uploaded to Cognos
Analytics:

1. Manage > Customizations > Themes tab > 
click Upload theme icon

2. Select the theme

3. Click Apply



Here is the sample theme (SampleTheme.zip) applied:

Themes



EXTENSIONS



You now have the ability to add and remove elements in the IBM 
Cognos Analytics user interface for a perspective.

An extension is a zip file that contains spec.json and optional 
images and js folders:

Extensions



What is a Perspective?

The IBM Cognos Analytics user interface (UI) is built on an extensible 
model. In this model, a perspective declaratively defines a new UI 
screen/capability in the Cognos user interface.

The JSON declaration for the perspective describes the layout of the 
perspective.

The following core perspectives are available:
• home
• authoring
• dashboard
• modeller
• common

You can also create your own perspective, as shown in the samples 
SampleWelcome.zip and SampleExtensionButtonOpenPerspective.zip

Extensions



navbar

appbar

navbarLeadingGroup

navbarTrailingGroup

appbarLeadingGroup appbarCenterGroup appbarTrailingGroup

Extensions are supported in the following areas of the product:

Extensions
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3
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The sample (SampleExtensionsAll.zip) contains all of 
the following extensions:

1. Add a button to the Nav Bar to open a core dashboard

2. Add a button to the Nav Bar to open a popular report

3. Add a button to the Nav Bar to open an important folder

4. Add a button to the Nav Bar to open a Website

5. Remove the Notifications button

6. Add a menu and multiple menu items

7. Open a perspective

8. Create and open a custom perspective

6

Extensions

7
8

4



Extensions

Extensions are uploaded to 
Cognos Analytics:

Manage > Customizations > Extensions tab > 
click the Upload extension icon

The extensions that are rendered in the 
product are a union of all of the uploaded 
extensions. Newer extensions will overwrite 
older extensions with the same name.



WELCOME



The sample Welcome page view is actually an extension. It is a zip file 
that contains spec.json and folders for css, images, and js :

It is a copy of the default Home page that has been themed, extended, 
css styled, and modified.

Rather than using the product’s css, the sample links to its own version of 
the css.

After the sample Welcome page extension is uploaded, you can view it 
by setting the product’s URL to:

http://<server>:9300/bi/index.html?perspective=Sample+welcome

Welcome



spec.json

Identifies a 
dedicated 
stylesheet

The 
name

appears 
in the UI 

and in 
all paths

The name
appears in 
the UI and 
in all paths

Identifies the 
HTML of the 

page

The name of the 
perspective

Welcome



SampleWelcomeView.html
Welcome

All of the classes
have been 

modified to point 
to the sample css

Background 
image

Logo

URL link

Multiple 
styled text 

strings



Welcome

After you upload the sample 
Welcome Page view (in the same 
way as you upload any other 
extension), you can set it as the 
default Home view for Cognos 
Analytics:

Manage > Customizations > Views tab > type 
the name of the perspective in the Home view
section > click Apply



Here is the sample Welcome Page applied:

Welcome



LOGIN



The sample Login Page view is actually an extension. It is a zip file that 
contains spec.json and folders for css, images, and js :

It is a copy of the default Login page that has been themed, extended, 
css styled, and modified.

Rather than using the product’s css, the sample links to its own version of 
the css.

After the sample Login page extension is uploaded, you can view it by 
setting the product’s URL to:

http://<server>:9300/bi/index.html?perspective=Sample+login

Login



spec.json

Identifies a 
dedicated 
stylesheet

The 
name

appears 
in the UI 

and in 
all paths

The name
appears in 
the UI and 
in all paths

Identifies the 
HTML of the 

page

The name of the 
perspective

Login



SampleLoginView.html
Login

The elements that 
have been modified 

are highlighted in red

All of the classes
have been 

modified to point 
to the sample css



Login

After you upload the sample 
Login Page view, you can set it as 
the default Sign in view for 
Cognos Analytics:

Manage > Customizations > Views tab > type 
the name of the perspective in the Sign-in view
section > click Apply



Here is the sample Login Page applied:

Login


