
Australian Museum 
partners with IBM for a 
unique mission – saving 
frogs

For over 190 years, Australia’s first museum has 
been at the forefront of scientific research, 
collections and education. As a source of reliable 
scientific information, the Australian Museum 
encourages debate on some of the nation’s most 
pressing environmental and social challenges.
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“FrogID is a crowd-sourcing 
approach to conservation. The 
AM is proud to partner with IBM 
on this groundbreaking union of 
citizen science and innovative 
technology.” 

Kim McKay AO 
Director and CEO 
Australian Museum 

Business challenge
Frogs, vital indicators of the health of our ecosystem, 
are one of the most threatened animals on Earth. To 
learn more about locations where frogs are at risk, the 
Australian Museum wanted to capture data on all frog 
species. However, with the habitat of frogs being vast 
and around 240 species found in Australia alone, the 
museum needed hands and legs to scale the effort.

Transformation
The Australian Museum launched FrogID, a citizen 
science initiative, encouraging participation from all 
Australians. IBM joined hands in building a mobile 
application to map frog species using their calls—the 
most accurate method to do so. Citizens, with their 
smart phones, can record and upload frog calls and 
location details, which the app maps to a species 
type. This empowers the museum to better track frog 
species, save endangered ones, understand the 
health of the environment, and educate Australians 
on the importance of frogs’ role in our environment.

159 
of the 240 Australian frog species have been mapped

22,000+
submissions by citizens

Business benefits

52,000+
downloads of the mobile app in 8 months

Statistics recorded in June 2018


