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Preface

IBM® SPSS® Modeler is the IBM Corp. enterprise-strength data mining workbench. SPSS Modeler helps
organizations to improve customer and citizen relationships through an in-depth understanding of data.
Organizations use the insight gained from SPSS Modeler to retain profitable customers, identify
cross-selling opportunities, attract new customers, detect fraud, reduce risk, and improve government
service delivery.

SPSS Modeler's visual interface invites users to apply their specific business expertise, which leads to
more powerful predictive models and shortens time-to-solution. SPSS Modeler offers many modeling
techniques, such as prediction, classification, segmentation, and association detection algorithms. Once
models are created, IBM SPSS Modeler Solution Publisher enables their delivery enterprise-wide to
decision makers or to a database.

About IBM Business Analytics

IBM Business Analytics software delivers complete, consistent and accurate information that
decision-makers trust to improve business performance. A comprehensive portfolio of business
intelligence, predictive analytics, financial performance and strategy management, and analytic
applications provides clear, immediate and actionable insights into current performance and the ability to
predict future outcomes. Combined with rich industry solutions, proven practices and professional
services, organizations of every size can drive the highest productivity, confidently automate decisions
and deliver better results.

As part of this portfolio, IBM SPSS Predictive Analytics software helps organizations predict future events
and proactively act upon that insight to drive better business outcomes. Commercial, government and
academic customers worldwide rely on IBM SPSS technology as a competitive advantage in attracting,
retaining and growing customers, while reducing fraud and mitigating risk. By incorporationg IBM SPSS
software into their daily operations, organizations become predictive enterprises - able to direct and
automate decisions to meet business goals and achieve measurable competitive advantage. For further
information or to reach a representative visit http://www.ibm.com/spss.

Technical support

Technical support is available to maintenance customers. Customers may contact Technical Support for
assistance in using IBM Corp. products or for installation help for one of the supported hardware
environments. To reach Technical Support, see the IBM Corp. website at http://www.ibm.com/support.
Be prepared to identify yourself, your organization, and your support agreement when requesting
assistance.

v

http://www-142.ibm.com/software/products/us/en/category/SWQ20
http://www-142.ibm.com/software/products/us/en/category/SWQ20
http://www-01.ibm.com/software/analytics/spss/
http://www-01.ibm.com/software/products/us/en/category/SWQ30
http://www-142.ibm.com/software/products/us/en/category/SWQ10
http://www-142.ibm.com/software/products/us/en/category/SWQ10
http://www.ibm.com/spss
http://www.ibm.com/support
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Chapter 1. Entity analytics

About entity analytics
IBM SPSS Modeler Entity Analytics adds an extra dimension to IBM SPSS Modeler predictive analytics.
Whereas predictive analytics attempts to predict future behavior from past data, entity analytics focuses
on improving the coherence and consistency of current data by resolving identity conflicts within the
records themselves. An identity can be that of an individual, an organization, an object, or any other
entity for which ambiguity might exist. Identity resolution can be vital in a number of fields, including
customer relationship management, fraud detection, anti-money laundering, and national and
international security.

Suppose that you have the following customer records from two different sources, and are not sure
whether they refer to the same person or different people.

Source 1
Record no.: 70001
Name: Jon Smith
Address: 123 Main Street
Tax Reference: 555-00-1111
Driv. License: 0001133107
Cred. Card: 10229127

Source 2
Record no.: 9103
Name: JOHNATHAN Smith
Date of Birth: 06/17/1934
Telephone: 555-1212
Cred. Card: 10229128
Email: jls@mail.com
IP address: 9.50.18.77

There are no exact matches in the data between the two records. However, if we introduce a third source,
we find some common attributes.

Source 3
Record no.: 6251
Name: Jon Smith
Telephone: 555-1212
Driv. License: 0001133107
Cred. Card: 10229132

The driving license number links the records in Source 1 and Source 3, while the telephone number links
Sources 2 and 3. So we can be reasonably sure that all three sources refer to the same person.

But what if the distinction is not so easy to make? We may have very little data on which to base our
decision. Consider the following two records.

Source 4
Record no.: S45286
Name: John T Smith Jr
Address: 456 Main Street
Telephone: 703-555-2000
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Date of birth: 03/12/1984

Record no.: S45287
Name: John T Smith
Address: 456 Main Street
Telephone: 703-555-2000
Driv. License: 009900991

Evidently this is not the same Mr Smith from the previous records--the differences are sufficient that we
can rule this out. However, we do still have a problem. Two different records, from the same data source,
appear to relate to the same person. Are they duplicate records? We cannot be sure unless we can find
another related record giving us more information, perhaps from a different source.

Source 5
Record no.: 769582-2
Name: John T Smith Sr
Address: 456 Main Street
Telephone: 703-555-2000
Driv. License: 009900991
Date of birth: 06/25/1959

This resolves the problem. The two records in Source 4 are not duplicates, but are actually a father and
son with the same name, living at the same address, and using the same telephone number. On a manual
system, it could take weeks of searching to find the one record that resolved the identities. With an
automated entity analytics system, resolution time is dramatically reduced

Entity analytics and predictive analytics
If all of your data consisted of a single source of records that were complete and unambiguous, it would
be relatively simple for IBM SPSS Modeler to resolve any identity conflicts. Using only predictive
analytics, you could read your data into IBM SPSS Modeler, perform your processing and obtain reliable
results.

In the real world, however, the picture is normally very different. Data is typically far from complete,
frequently ambiguous, and often scattered over many different data sources, recording many different
attributes with few overlapping fields. Part of the value of entity analytics lies in collecting data from all
the different sources into a single, central storage area, known as a repository. The entity analytics system
then examines the data in minute detail to resolve conflicts, adding a unique identifier to records that
originate from the same person or organization.

The following table illustrates the differences between the two types of analytics.

Table 1. Differences between predictive and entity analytics.

Characteristic Predictive analytics Entity analytics

Types of training data Based on relatively small sets and
numeric ranges

Can exploit large sets (typeless fields)
like names and addresses

Size of training data Typically ignores large sets (typeless
fields)

All data used

Generalization Algorithm generalizes across training
data to form concise model

Data persisted in structures suitable
for entity matching and relationship
detection
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Table 1. Differences between predictive and entity analytics (continued).

Characteristic Predictive analytics Entity analytics

Fraud detection Records flagged as potentially
fraudulent if they have typical
characteristics of fraudulent
application

Records flagged as potentially
fraudulent if related to known
fraudulent records, or if originating
from same individuals but with
different identities

Chapter 1. Entity analytics 3
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Chapter 2. Entity analytics with IBM SPSS Modeler

Using entity analytics with IBM SPSS Modeler
You suspect that you may have identity problems with your data. For example, individuals might appear
more than once, or distinct individuals might appear to be merged or missing. How can IBM SPSS
Modeler Entity Analytics help you address this? The following is a suggested procedure, though you may
need to vary this to suit your particular requirements.
v Read the source data into IBM SPSS Modeler
v Create a repository ready to store the data
v Connect IBM SPSS Modeler to the repository
v Map the data fields to repository features
v Export the data into the repository and resolve the identities
v Analyze the resolved identities
v Resolve new cases against the repository
v Generate any necessary alerts (batch or real-time)

Note: For best performance, we recommend you process a maximum of 10 million records per repository.

At this point, you need to know something of how IBM SPSS Modeler works. IBM SPSS Modeler is a
very user-friendly tool, based on the graphical representation of a stream of data flowing through a
number of nodes. Each node represents a particular stage of the workflow.

IBM SPSS Modeler itself provides a wide range of nodes, covering all the standard data mining functions.
IBM SPSS Modeler Entity Analytics adds nodes for use specifically in entity analytics. These are EA
export node, the Entity Analytics(EA) source node, and the Streaming EA process node.

The following figure illustrates the process.
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Stage 1: Read the source data into SPSS Modeler
Your first task is to read your data into SPSS Modeler by means of one or more source nodes, denoted in
SPSS Modeler by a round icon.

The data can be in any format supported by SPSS Modeler, such as text files, database tables,
spreadsheets, XML files, and so on, but each different format requires a corresponding SPSS Modeler
source node. In the illustration, it is a Database source node.

Each data source file must have one field that uniquely identifies each record. If a data source does not
have such a field, you can easily add one in SPSS Modeler. See the topic “Adding a unique record
identifier” on page 12 for more information.

See the topic “Connecting to a data source” on page 12 for more information.

Note: Non-latin character data is not supported. Where the data consists of a mixture of records in Latin
(Western European, for example) and non-Latin character sets, only the entries for Latin data will be
resolved.

Stage 2: Create the repository
The focal point of all your entity analytics efforts is the repository--the central storage area where you
collect together all your data records.

To create a repository, you start by connecting the data source to an EA Export node, represented by the
square icon.

From the export node you can create a new repository (or select an existing one), ready to receive the
exported data.

Figure 1. The entity analytics process
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The process of creating a repository is fully described later. See the topic “Setting up an entity repository
(EA Export node)” on page 11 for more information.

Note: If you are running in remote-server mode you must create the repository on the Modeler Server
machine (that is, you must be connected to Modeler Server from Modeler Client when creating the
repository so that the EA repository is created on the server machine).

When you have set up a repository, you can maintain its contents in various ways. See the topic
“Configuring an entity repository” on page 16 for more information.

Stage 3: Connect SPSS Modeler to the repository
Having created the repository, you then connect it to the SPSS Modeler stream.

See the topic “Entity repository options” on page 13 for more information.

Stage 4: Map the input fields to repository features
Data sources can contain many different kinds of entity information. Some information types are common
to most entity data sources, while others may be specific to a particular data source. In an entity
repository, these different information types are known as features. The repository provides a number of
features as standard, and you can also create your own features.

A repository feature is an individual information type that can be used with an entity data source. Some
features (for example, First Name, Last Name, Date of Birth, and so on) may be capable of being used
with many different data sources, while other features will be specific to a particular data source. A
feature is typically the equivalent of a field in a data record, or a column in a database table.

When you have created a repository and connected to it, you designate one field of your input data as
the unique key field, which is used in subsequent analysis. You also map the input data fields to their
corresponding features in the repository. Mapping to predefined features tells the entity repository which
fields to compare and, importantly, how to compare them. The EA Export node provides a mapping table
where you can create the mappings.

See the topic “Mapping input fields to features (EA Export node)” on page 14 for more information.

Stage 5: Export data to the repository and resolve identities
Each data source node needs its own EA Export node, so if your data is scattered among a number of
different sources, you might have a stream with several data sources, each of which is connected to a
separate EA Export node. See the topic “Using entity analytics with IBM SPSS Modeler” on page 5 for
more information.

You can choose to read the records from one, some, or all of your data sources if you have more than
one. The Entity Analytics system analyzes the records you select and adds an identifier field named
$EA_ID to each one. Where two or more records that relate to previously ambiguous identities can now
be resolved, the identifiers added to those records are unique throughout the repository. The system also
adds a field to show the data source from which the record originates.

You connect each data source node to its own EA Export node, map the input fields to the repository
features, and then run the stream to export the data from SPSS Modeler into the repository and resolve
any identity conflicts, in a single operation. To illustrate how this works, suppose that you have the
following records in four different data sources.

External data
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Table 2. External data

Name Phone Credit Risk

Mike 555-1234 560

Joe 555-4567 780

Employees

Table 3. Employees

Name Address Phone

Michael 1234 5th Street 555-1234

Fred 543 1st Avenue 555-9876

Customers

Table 4. Customers

Name Address Savings

Susan 1234 5th Street $1234

Joe 777 Oak Street $5

Loans

Table 5. Loans

Name Address Phone Loan

Sue 1234 5th Street 555-1234 $10,000

Joseph 777 Oak Street 555-4567 $50,000

As we have seen, you export each data source into the repository in turn. As you do so, the repository
updates the resolution of each record. In the repository, each record is preceded with an identifier field
(named $EA-ID) and a source indicator field (named $EA-SRC), which shows the data source where the
record originated. So in our example, when you have exported all four data sources, the repository
contents look like this.

Table 6. Example of repository contents after export stage.

$EA-ID $EA-SRC Name Phone Address Credit Risk Savings Loan

1 Employees Michael 555-1234 1234 5th St

1 External Mike 555-1234 560

2 Customers Joe 777 Oak St $5

2 External Joe 555-4567 780

2 Loans Joseph 555-4567 777 Oak St $50,000

3 Employees Fred 555-9876 543 1st Ave

4 Customers Susan 1234 5th St $1234

4 Loans Sue 555-1234 1234 5th St $10,000

The Entity Analytics system has determined that Mike in the External data set is the same person as
Michael in the Employees data set based on a telephone number in common, and assigned him the ID 1.
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The case of Joe in the External data set is a little more difficult. Is he the same person as the Joe in
Customers? It's impossible to tell from just those two data sources, but we have a third source, Loans,
containing a Joseph. Now we have a match: Joseph's telephone number is the same as that of Joe in the
External data set. On this basis, the system determines that they are the same person and gives them the
identifier 2.

There are no multiple records for Fred, so he is given ID 3. Susan from Customers is identified as the same
person as Sue from Loans as they have the same address, so she is assigned ID 4.

Note: This is an example of optimistic matching for the purposes of illustration. You could choose a more
pessimistic rule set, so that a simple name and telephone number or address by itself would not
constitute an exact match, and assign both records the same identifier.

Stage 6: Analyzing the resolved identities
Having resolved the identity conflicts in the repository, you can now perform further analysis and
processing on the results. For example, if you suspect possible fraudulent activity with the existence of
duplicate records for the same identity, you might want to produce a report listing the duplicates.

You start by creating an Entity Analytics(EA) source node and linking it to the repository.

The common output from the node consists of the following fields.
v The identifier field added by the system ($EA-ID in the Stage 5 example)
v The source indicator field added by the system ($EA-SRC in the Stage 5 example)
v The unique key field that you designated in Stage 4

In addition, if you are looking at relationships, the following output is produced. See the topic “Selecting
a data source” on page 23 for more information.
v The degree of separation between entities ($EA-DEGREE)
v The parent field ($EA-PARENT)
v The child field ($EA-CHILD)
v The rule that identifies the relationship ($EA-RULE)

To view the output in SPSS Modeler, you can attach an SPSS Modeler output node such as a Table node
or a Report node and run this part of the stream. If you need to summarize the output, which could be
very large, you can include record operations nodes such as Aggregate or Select nodes.

The Entity Analytics(EA) source node is fully described later. See the topic “Analyzing the resolved
identities (Entity Analytics(EA) source node)” on page 23 for more information.

Stage 7: Resolve new cases against the repository
You have resolved the identities of all the records in all of your data sources. But what happens when
you want to compare a set of new records to see how they relate to what you know, for better scoring?
This is where the Streaming EA node comes in.

First, you add a new SPSS Modeler data source node to read your new data into the stream. Next, you
connect this source node to a Streaming EA node. To view the output, you add a Table node as before.

When you run this part of the stream, the Streaming EA node reads each new record and compares it
against the repository contents. If it finds matching records in the repository, the Streaming EA node
outputs all matching records together with the new record, to which it adds the ID and source indicator
fields. If no match is found, the process node outputs only the new record with the ID and source
indicator fields added.

Chapter 2. Entity analytics with IBM SPSS Modeler 9



To illustrate this, suppose that the repository currently consists of the contents that were output by the
Entity Analytics(EA) source node. See Table 6 on page 8.

Now we receive the following new records. Do they relate to anyone we already know?

Table 7. New records to be scored.

Name Address Phone Loan

Suzan 1234 5th Street 555-1234 $100,000

Mark 888 9th Ave 555-9999 $60,000

Comparing the new data with the existing repository contents, the Streaming EA node matches the first
new record with the person having the identifier 4 in the existing records. However, no match can be
found for the second new record, so this is assigned a new, unique identifier, 5.

The Streaming EA node adds the identifier and source indicator fields, and outputs the new records
together with all their matching records. Thus the output will be as follows.

Table 8. Output from the Streaming EA node.

$EA-ID $EA-SRC Name Phone Address Credit Risk Savings Loan

4 Cust Susan 1234 5th St $1234

4 Loan Sue 555-1234 1234 5th St $10,000

4 New Loan Suzan 555-1234 1234 5th
Street

$100,000

5 New Loan Mark 555-9999 888 9th Ave $60,000

This output can then be aggregated using the entity analytics identifier as the aggregation key and passed
to other downstream nodes for further processing.

The Streaming EA node is fully described later.

Stage 8: Generate alerts
Once again, potentially suspicious activity may become apparent. In this case, the person with identifier 4
already has a loan of $10,000 and is now applying, under a slightly different name, for another one ten
times that size. This may, of course, be perfectly acceptable and not done with any fraudulent intent.
However, if such activity counts as suspicious according to your business rules, it may be worth looking
into.

You could, for example, attach and run a SPSS Modeler Table node or a Report node, print off the
contents of its output window, and have someone read it and generate alerts manually. Alternatively, you
could pass the output of the Streaming EA node to a risk assessment model that you had previously
created in IBM SPSS Modeler, producing a set of scores that more closely reflects your business rules.
Another possibility is to export the output to a database or some other medium for further processing.
With IBM SPSS Modeler, you have a wide choice of actions to suit your particular requirements.
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Chapter 3. Entity analytics tasks

About the tasks
This section describes the following entity analytics tasks.
v Setting up an entity repository
v Configuring an entity repository
v Analyzing the resolved identities
v Resolving new cases against the entity repository
v Purging an entity repository
v Deleting an entity repository
v Using entity analytics with other IBM SPSS products
v Administering entity analytics

Setting up an entity repository (EA Export node)

The process of setting up an entity repository consists of the following tasks.
1. Connect to a data source. See the topic “Connecting to a data source” on page 12 for more

information.

Note: For best performance, we recommend you process a maximum of 10 million records per
repository.

2. Create the repository. See the topic “Creating the repository” on page 12 for more information.
3. Map input fields in the data source to features in the repository. See the topic “Mapping input fields

to features (EA Export node)” on page 14 for more information.

When you have set up the mappings, you can display them either for the current data source, or for all
data sources that are known to the repository. See the topic “Displaying the field mappings (EA Export
node)” on page 16 for more information.

Note: From version 16, SPSS Entity Analytics supports repositories on the IBM DB2 product. Because a
repository is specific to a version of SPSS Modeler and it cannot be imported from an earlier version, if
you have an existing repository, and you are upgrading to SPSS Entity Analytics version 16 or later, you
will have to recreate that repository in the new DB2 database.

The entity repository
The repository provides a central storage area, acting as a data cache for all of the entity information.
Because the repository is live, it has a single state, so there is no concept of versioning with an entity
repository. The repository holds the current state of all the input data, and it can grow very large.

You can maintain the repository contents by means of an easy-to-use graphical interface. See the topic
“Configuring an entity repository” on page 16 for more information.

Important: From version 16 onwards, SPSS Entity Analytics supports repositories on the IBM DB2
product; previous versions of SPSS Entity Analytics supported repositories hosted on IBM solidDB. If you
have an existing solidDB repository you will need to recreate that repository in the new DB2 database if
upgrading to SPSS Entity Analytics version 16 or later.
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Connecting to a data source
You start by reading your source data into SPSS Modeler by means of a source node.

To connect to a data source
1. From the Sources tab on the nodes palette at the bottom of the SPSS Modeler main window,

double-click an icon corresponding to the type of source data. Doing so adds a source node to the
screen canvas.

2. On the screen canvas, double-click the icon to open its dialog box.
3. In the File field, enter the location and name of the source data file.
4. Complete the rest of the dialog box as necessary (click the Help button for more information), then

click OK.
5. If the source data file does not have a field that uniquely identifies each record, add one by means of

a Derive node. See the topic “Adding a unique record identifier” for more information.

Note: Non-latin character data is not supported. Where the data consists of a mixture of records in Latin
(Western European, for example) and non-Latin character sets, only the entries for Latin data will be
resolved.

Adding a unique record identifier
Each data source file that is input to the entity repository must have one field that uniquely identifies
each record. If a data source file does not have such a field, you can add one by means of an SPSS
Modeler Derive node.

To add a unique record identifier to a data source file
1. On the screen canvas, click the source node that you added in the previous task.
2. From the Field Ops tab on the nodes palette, double-click the Derive icon to attach a Derive node to

the source node.
3. On the screen canvas, double-click the Derive node to open its dialog box.
4. In the Derive field, replace the default name with a meaningful name (such as ID) for the identifier

field you are adding.
5. Ensure that the Derive as field is set to Formula

6. Set Field type to Continuous.
7. In the Formula text box, type @INDEX and click OK.

Creating the repository
You need to create a repository to store all the input data.

Note: If you are running in remote-server mode you must create the repository on the Modeler Server
machine (that is, you must be connected to Modeler Server from Modeler Client when creating the
repository so that the EA repository is created on the server machine).

To create a repository
1. From the Export tab of the SPSS Modeler node palette, place an EA Export node onto the stream

canvas.
Note: If you are creating a repository for the first time, use an EA Export node and connect it to the
SPSS Modeler source node containing the data you want to input to the repository (or to the Derive
node, if you added one to obtain a unique identifier field). To connect the nodes, do the following.
a. Right-click the SPSS Modeler source node.
b. Choose Connect.
c. Click the EA Export node.

2. Double-click the EA Export node to open its dialog box.
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3. Click the Entity repository list.
4. Click <Browse...> to display the Entity Repositories dialog box.
5. On the Entity Repositories dialog box, click the Repository Name field.
6. Choose <Create new repository...> to display the Create Repository wizard.

Create Repository wizard
Step 1

Here you choose whether to create a local repository, using the IBM DB2 product that is bundled with
IBM SPSS Modeler Entity Analytics, or to use an external database for the repository.

Create local repository Specify an administrator username and password details for the IBM DB2
database that is to host the repository you are creating. Confirm the password and click Next.

Note: You cannot use either a dash or underscore symbol in the username.

Important: When connecting to a DB2 instance, the characters that you cannot use, either on their own or
in any combination, are as follows: ` ^ , ; ’ " ( ) \ & # < > = | $ { } In addition, you also cannot
use a blank space.

Repository administration tasks within the Entity Analytics nodes, such as creating or destroying a
repository, require additional permissions. On UNIX the user logged into IBM SPSS Modeler Server must
be a member of the db2iadm1 group. On Windows the user who logs into IBM SPSS Modeler Server
needs to be a member of the DB2ADMNS group in order to carry out repository administration.

If you subsequently need to change the administrator credentials, you do so by means of the command
line editor for the database. See the topic “Managing administrator credentials for the repository
database” on page 30 for more information.

Note: Only one username and password combination is possible. All users logging in to the repository
share the same username and password.

Add external repository Use this option if you want to use an external database to host the repository.
Type the location of the database .ini file in the Select repository .ini file field and click Next.

Step 2

New repository name Type a unique name for the new repository.

Import configuration from (Local repository only) If you want to base the configuration on that of an
existing repository, choose the repository here, otherwise choose Default. For more information, see
“Configuring an entity repository” on page 16.

If you choose an existing repository, enter the connection details if they are different from the ones you
entered on the previous screen.

Click OK to create the new repository and display the Entity Resolution Instances dialog box, from where
you can connect to the repository.

Entity repository options
The Entity Repositories dialog box contains a number of options for creating, connecting to, configuring,
and maintaining an entity repository.

Connect to repository. Use these options to create a new entity repository, or to connect to an existing
one.
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v Repository Name. Shows the current entity repository if one exists. To choose a different repository if
more than one exists, select one from the list.
To create a new repository, select <Create New Repository...>. Doing so starts a wizard that guides you
through the creation process.

v User Name. Enter a valid username for the selected repository.
v Password. The password for this username.
v Connect. Click to connect to the current repository.

Manage repository. The table lists the data sources that have been loaded into the current repository (the
one to which you are connected), showing the number of records in each data source.
v Refresh. Updates the data source and size information in the table, for example if you have added a

new data source or changed the size of an existing one.
v Purge All. Removes all the source data from the repository but maintains all the configuration details.

You can use this option if the configuration information is still useful, but you want to remove all the
data records from the repository. See the topic “Purging an entity repository” on page 31 for more
information.

v Delete Unused. Removes the highlighted source data from the repository but maintains all the
configuration details. See the topic “Deleting unused data sources from a repository” on page 31 for
more information.

v Rename Source. Opens a dialog box in which you can change the name of the highlighted data
source.

Note: This renames the data source inside the repository; you will need to re-select this new data
source name in any existing export or streaming nodes from where it is referenced.

Destroy Entire Repository. Completely destroys the current repository contents and configuration details.
See the topic “Deleting an entity repository” on page 32 for more information.

Configure Repository. Displays a window where you can configure the current repository. See the topic
“Configuring an entity repository” on page 16 for more information.

Mapping input fields to features (EA Export node)
The repository provides a number of predefined features as standard. Different data sources may use
different field names (for example, Address1 or Address Line 1) for information types that correspond to
the same feature. To avoid duplication, it is necessary to map input data source fields to specific
repository features. You don't need to map every field in the data set, just the ones that are likely to
correspond to the same feature in other data sets.

Where a data source uses fields corresponding to other types of information that are not predefined in
the repository, you can create new features from the Repository Configuration window. See the topic
“Configuring an entity repository” on page 16 for more information.

Note: For best performance, we recommend you process a maximum of 10 million records per repository.

To map input fields to features
1. Attach an EA Export node to a data source node on the stream canvas. Each data source node that

you use must be attached to its own EA Export node.
2. Open the EA Export node to display the Inputs tab, which contains options for mapping the input

fields. See the topic “Repository input options for mapping” on page 15 for more information.
3. On the EA Export node, select the Repository tab to view the mapping assignments for either the

current data source, or for all data sources if you are using more than one.
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4. To save a set of mapping assignments (for example, to use with an export node for a different data
source), click Export Mapping.

When you have finished mapping the first data source node, repeat the process for any other data source
nodes that you want to use.

Repository input options for mapping
The Inputs tab contains the options for mapping data source fields to repository features ready for export
to the repository. Set up the mapping assignments on this tab, optionally click the Repository tab to see
the mapping for other data sources, then click Run to export the data to the repository.

If you have already stored a set of mappings in an XML file, you can use them by clicking Import
Mapping.

Mode. Leave the default selection, Add to repository, if you want to add the source file records to the
existing contents of the repository. If you want to clear out the repository contents but maintain the
configuration information before adding the source records, choose Purge repository before exporting.

Entity repository. Shows the current entity repository if one exists. To choose a different repository if
more than one exists, select one from the list. To create a new repository, choose <Browse...> to display a
dialog box from where you can create the repository. See the topic “Entity repository options” on page 13
for more information.

Map to entity type. A list of entity types (that is, sets of features) defined in the repository. Choose one
from the list, or choose <Add new entity type...> to display the repository configuration window, where
you can define a new entity type. See the topic “Configuring an entity repository” on page 16 for more
information.

Source tag. A list of tags indicating data sources currently known to the repository. Choose one from the
list, or choose <Add new source tag...> to create a tag for a new data source.

Unique key. (required) The input field to use for the unique identifiers for the data records.

Mapping table. In this table you can map each input field to a corresponding feature in the repository. If
a suitable feature does not exist in the selected entity type, you can create a new feature here.
v Field. The set of input fields in the selected data source. Each field has an icon indicating the

measurement level (that is, the data type) for the field.
v Mapped to Feature. To map a field to a feature, double-click this column (or press the space bar) on

the field row and choose a feature from the list. If a suitable feature is not available, choose <Add new
feature...> to display the repository configuration window, where you can define a new feature for this
entity type. See the topic “Configuring an entity repository” on page 16 for more information.

v Usage. Indicates the context of a particular field where more than one context is possible, for example,
home and work telephone numbers. There are preset usage types available for the ADDRESS and
PHONE features, and you can create your own usage types for all features. To set a usage other than
the default (Auto), click this column on the row you want, and either choose one of the existing usage
types (if any), or click <Add usage...> to create a new one. See the topic “Maintaining the entity types”
on page 20 for more information.

Import mapping. Imports a previously exported set of field-to-feature mappings from an external XML
file. This can be useful if you have different data sources with the same mapping requirements, as it
avoids having to redefine the same mappings for the different sources.

Export mapping. Exports to an external XML file the set of field-to-feature mappings shown in the
mapping table.
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Displaying the field mappings (EA Export node)
On the Repository tab, click the Refresh button to see which repository features have input fields
mapped to them. You can see this either for the current data source (the one controlled by the source
node attached to this export node), or for all data sources.

Show inputs for. Choose an option to display the mappings for either the current data source, or for all
data sources that are known to the repository.

Refresh. Updates the display for the selected input option.

Features. A list of all the features that have mappings in the displayed data sources. Unmapped features
are not shown.

<Data source>. Each column lists the mapped fields in a particular data source for each feature for which
a mapping has been defined.

Configuring an entity repository
You can maintain the repository contents from the Repository Configuration window, which provides an
easy-to-use visual interface to the entire repository.

If you will be using more than one repository with the same or similar configurations, you can set up a
basic configuration and export it to a file that you can then import into other repositories. See the topic
“Reusing a repository configuration” on page 22 for more information.

Note: From version 16, SPSS Entity Analytics supports repositories on the IBM DB2 product. Because a
repository is specific to a version of SPSS Modeler and it cannot be imported from an earlier version, if
you have an existing repository, and you are upgrading to SPSS Entity Analytics version 16, you will
have to recreate that repository in the new DB2 database.
CAUTION:
If you modify and save the configuration of a repository that already contains data, you might be
prompted to purge the repository contents and reload the data. Doing so avoids the repository being
left in an inconsistent state.

To set up a repository configuration
1. Open any Entity Analytics node.
2. Click the Entity repository list.
3. Click <Browse...> to display the Entity Resolution Instances dialog box.
4. On the Entity Resolution Instances dialog box, click the Repository Name list.
5. Select the repository for which you want to set up the configuration.
6. If you are not already connected, enter the administrator username and password and click Connect.
7. When the Configure Repository button is enabled, click it to display the Repository Configuration

window.
8. Create the configuration details as explained in the following sections.

The navigation pane on the left side of the Repository Configuration window contains a tree structure
from where you can manage the different characteristics of the repository.

Table 9. Main elements of the Repository Configuration window.

Section Description

Data Sources Display the mappings of all the data
sources to the various repository
features.

See the topic “Viewing the data
source mappings” on page 17 for
more information.
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Table 9. Main elements of the Repository Configuration window (continued).

Section Description

Features Create a new feature, or duplicate,
edit or delete an existing one.

See the topic “Maintaining the
repository features” for more
information.

Entity Types Create a new entity type, or manage
existing ones (duplicate, rename,
attach or remove features, delete).

See the topic “Maintaining the entity
types” on page 20 for more
information.

Resolution Rules Set threshold for entity matching. See the topic “Setting the threshold
for entity matching” on page 22 for
more information.

Viewing the data source mappings
In the Data Sources section of the Repository Configuration window, the All Sources entry provides a
read-only display of the mappings of all the data sources to the various repository features.

Click Refresh to update the list if new data sources have been added to the repository.

Note: You cannot add a data source to the repository here. Data sources can be added only by creating an
SPSS Modeler source node and connecting it to an Entity Analytics Export node. See the topic
“Connecting to a data source” on page 12 for more information.

Maintaining the repository features
A repository feature is an individual information type that can be used with an entity data source. Some
features (for example, First Name, Last Name, Date of Birth, and so on) may be capable of being used
with many different data sources, while other features will be specific to a particular data source. A
feature can contain one or more elements; each element is typically the equivalent of a field in a data
record, or a column in a database table.

In the Features section of the Repository Configuration window, the All Features entry provides the
means to maintain all the repository features. You can do the following.
v Create a new feature
v Duplicate an existing feature (for example, to create a new feature based on an existing one)
v Edit an existing feature
v Delete an existing feature

Instructions for these tasks are given later in this section.

The feature list shows all the features that have been defined in this repository. The columns in the list
show the various properties a feature may have.

Feature. The name of the feature. A padlock symbol next to a feature name indicates that the feature is
locked. Features that are locked cannot be deleted or duplicated, the only change to them that can be
saved is if you change the anonymization attribute.

Frequency. Indicates how many entities can have the same value for this feature. Valid values are One
(e.g. for a passport number), Few (e.g. for an address), or Many (e.g. for a date of birth).

Exclusivity. Indicates that an entity should typically have only one of this type of feature. For example, a
date of birth or a national identity number would have the value Yes here, while an address or credit
card number would have the value No (as an entity might have multiple addresses or credit cards).
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Stability. Indicates the stability value of this feature (that is, whether it is unlikely to change during the
lifetime of an entity). For example, a date-of-birth feature would have the value Yes as it never changes,
but an address feature would have No as it is quite likely to change, and is therefore less stable. Note:
Gender is typically stable throughout a lifetime, but because it is frequently incorrectly specified owing to
bad data, the default configuration gives it the value No.

Anonymize. Indicates if the feature has been anonymized. Entries are either Yes or No. See the topic
“Anonymizing the repository features” on page 19 for more information.

To create a new feature
1. Do one of the following.
v Click the Create New Feature button (the top button on the right of the screen).
v Right-click All Features in the navigation pane on the left of the screen, and choose New Feature.

2. Complete the Add/Edit Feature dialog box. See the topic “Adding or editing a feature” for more
information.

To duplicate an existing feature
1. In the Feature column of the table on the right of the screen, select the feature you want to duplicate.
2. Click the Duplicate Selected Feature button (the second button on the right of the screen).
3. Complete the Add/Edit Feature dialog box. See the topic “Adding or editing a feature” for more

information.

To edit an existing feature

CAUTION If you edit, delete, or anonymize a feature or feature element when the repository already
contains data, you should subsequently purge the repository and reload the data. Doing so avoids
leaving the repository in an inconsistent state.
1. In the Feature column of the table on the right of the screen, select the feature you want to edit. Note:

You can edit only those features that you have created, not the system-supplied features.
2. Click the Edit Selected Feature button (the third button on the right of the screen).
3. Complete the Add/Edit Feature dialog box. See the topic “Adding or editing a feature” for more

information.

To delete an existing feature

CAUTION If you edit, delete, or anonymize a feature or feature element when the repository already
contains data, you should subsequently purge the repository and reload the data. Doing so avoids
leaving the repository in an inconsistent state.
1. In the Feature column of the table on the right of the screen, select the feature you want to delete.

Note: You can delete only those features that you have created, not the system-supplied features.
2. Do one of the following.
v Click the Delete Selected Feature button (the bottom button on the right of the screen).
v Right-click All Features in the navigation pane on the left of the screen, and choose Delete.

3. Click Continue to confirm deletion of the feature.
CAUTION:
You cannot undo deletion of a feature.

Adding or editing a feature
CAUTION If you edit, delete, or anonymize a feature or feature element when the repository already
contains data, you should subsequently purge the repository and reload the data. Doing so avoids
leaving the repository in an inconsistent state.
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On the Add/Edit Feature dialog box, you can create a new repository feature, or duplicate or edit an
existing feature.

Note: If an existing feature is locked, you cannot edit its details in this dialog box.

Feature type. A label indicating the type of information to which the feature relates. This label forms the
first part of the feature identifier.

Description. A brief text description of the feature type, for information only.

Frequency. Indicates how many entities can have the same value for this feature. Valid values are One
(e.g. for a passport number), Few (e.g. for an address), or Many (e.g. for a date of birth).

Exclusivity. Indicates that an entity should typically have only one of this type of feature. For example, a
date of birth or a national identity number would have the value Yes here, while an address or credit
card number would have the value No (as an entity might have multiple addresses or credit cards).

Stability. Indicates the stability value of this feature (that is, whether it is unlikely to change during the
lifetime of an entity). For example, a date-of-birth feature would have the value Yes as it never changes,
but an address feature would have No as it is quite likely to change, and is therefore less stable. Note:
Gender is typically stable throughout a lifetime, but because it is frequently incorrectly specified owing to
bad data, the default configuration gives it the value No.

Elements table. A list of the elements that this feature comprises.
v Element. The element name.
v Description. A brief description of what the element provides.
v Data Type. The type of data that can be used for this element. Available types are: String, Integer,

Real, and Date.

Add New Element button. Adds a new row to the elements table, so that you can define a new element.

Delete Element button. Deletes a selected row from the elements table. You cannot undo this operation.

CAUTION If you edit, delete, or anonymize a feature or feature element when the repository already
contains data, you should subsequently purge the repository and reload the data. Doing so avoids
leaving the repository in an inconsistent state.

Anonymize. For data protection you can choose to anonymize data as it is added to a repository; to
enable this for a feature, select Yes. See the topic “Anonymizing the repository features” for more
information.

Anonymizing the repository features
As part of data security you may want to anonymize data as it is added into the repository to reduce the
risk that personal identification information might be inadvertently disclosed.

When anonymized data are exported to a repository a method of anonymization is required that still
enables entity resolution to be undertaken with the anonymized data. For example if two data records for
one person's credit card details are anonymized as "anon_s21" and "anon_s9271" they lose their
relationship; however, using an internal, background, link between the records the system is still able to
understand that one name is a short form of the other.

The background links and identifiers that enable your anonymized data to be linked are generated when
you create a repository and are unique to the repository. The encrypted data is stored internally and then
read when a stream connects to a repository.
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When you configure your repository, you can specify whether each individual feature will be
anonymized or not. If a feature is anonymized, all its elements are anonymized and it is always
anonymized regardless of its usage type. See the topic “Adding or editing a feature” on page 18 for more
information.

Note: Ensure you do not anonymize all fields for SPSS Entity Analytics or you will not be able to
identify what data comes back. We recommend that you leave at least one field (even if it is only a row
number) without anonymity so that you can control the re-merge to your original data later on.

A column in the feature list on the Repository Configuration window shows which features have been set
to anonymize. Entries are either Yes or No.

Note: If an existing repository contains any data before features are anonymized you must purge all the
data first, otherwise no matching will occur between anonymized and un-anonymized features.

Maintaining the entity types
An entity type is a named set of repository features that logically belong together. For example, an entity
type intended for use with a customer data set might consist of features such as Name, Date of Birth,
Gender, Address, Telephone Number, and so on.

The IBM SPSS Modeler Entity Analytics repository is supplied with a standard set of entity types, and
you can add your own.

The Entity Types section of the Repository Configuration window lists the different entity types that have
been created. You can do the following.
v Create a new entity type
v Duplicate an existing entity type (for example, to create a new entity type based on an existing one)
v Attach features to an entity type
v Remove features from an entity type
v Rename an entity type
v Delete an entity type

Entity Type. The name of the selected entity type.

Feature. The list of valid features that this entity type comprises.

Usage Type. (Optional) Indicates different contexts in which this feature might be used. Double-click this
column to add or edit a usage type, separating usage types with a comma and a space. The values you
specify here define the values displayed on the EA Export or Streaming EA nodes when a user clicks the
Usage column for a feature on the Inputs tab. See the topic “Repository input options for mapping” on
page 15 for more information.

General information about usage types:
v v Usage types are arbitrary labels.
v v You can create a usage type from nearly any text entry; however, you are prevented from entering

spaces and invalid characters.
v v What you type is automatically changed to upper case as it is entered.
v v You can have as many usage types as you want.
v v Usage types don't have to be meaningful, but it will help you when mapping later if you use a

naming convention that makes sense to you and other users.
v v When you are mapping, a warning is displayed in a red font if you have mapped some elements

with one usage type and others with a different one.
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Usually an error is displayed if you try to map two fields to the same feature.element. Usage types are a
way to map two or more fields to the same feature.element and be able to match across them.

For example if you defined two separate features: HOMEADDRESS and WORKADDRESS, there would
be no matching between these. If one entity has a HOMEADDRESS which is the same as the
WORKADDRESS of another entity there is no matching because they are different features. However, if
you reuse a single feature with different usage types then the resolution understands that
ADDRESS.WORK is the same as ADDRESS.HOME.

You can reuse usage types for different features or have different ones; for example, HM and WK for
telephone and HOME and WORK for address. It does not matter because we don't match across
telephones against addresses; however, if you can be consistent it will help you to identify and group
fields together later on.

When multiple entity types are fed into a single repository, provided you are using the same feature, it
does not matter what the usage types are. For example, if you define WK and HM as usage types of
ADDRESS for the entity type COMPANY that will still be matched against WORK and HOME as usage
types of ADDRESS for PERSON.

To create a new entity type
1. Right-click Entity Types in the navigation pane on the left of the screen.
2. Choose New Entity Type.
3. Enter a unique name for the entity type and click OK.
4. Attach features to the entity type (see next section).

To attach features to an entity type
1. Select the entity type in the navigation pane on the left of the screen.
2. Click the Attach Feature button (the top button on the right of the screen).
3. From the list of available features, choose one or more (use Ctrl-click to choose multiple features) and

click OK.

To remove features from an entity type
1. Select the entity type in the navigation pane on the left of the screen.
2. Select one or more features from the table of attached features on the right of the screen. Use

Ctrl-click to choose multiple features.
3. Click the Detach Feature button (the bottom button on the right of the screen).

To duplicate an existing entity type
1. In the navigation pane on the left of the screen, right-click the entity type you want to duplicate.
2. Choose Duplicate Entity Type.
3. Enter a unique name for the new entity type and click OK.
4. Attach features to, or remove features from, the entity type as required (see earlier instructions).

To rename an entity type

CAUTION If you edit, delete, or anonymize a feature or feature element when the repository already
contains data, you should subsequently purge the repository and reload the data. Doing so avoids
leaving the repository in an inconsistent state.
1. In the navigation pane on the left of the screen, right-click the entity type you want to rename.
2. Choose Rename.
3. Enter the new name for the entity type and click OK.
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To delete an entity type

CAUTION If you edit, delete, or anonymize a feature or feature element when the repository already
contains data, you should subsequently purge the repository and reload the data. Doing so avoids
leaving the repository in an inconsistent state.
1. In the navigation pane on the left of the screen, right-click the entity type you want to delete.
2. Choose Delete.
3. Click OK to confirm deletion of the entity type.

CAUTION:
You cannot undo deletion of an entity type.

Setting the threshold for entity matching
In the Resolution Rules section of the Repository Configuration window, you choose the threshold at
which entity matching will occur.

When you create the repository, matching is preset to the default threshold.

Choose Set for aggressive resolution if you are not finding sufficient matches in your records to perform
entity resolution.

Choose Set for default resolution to return to the default threshold from one of the other settings.

Choose Set for conservative resolution if you are finding too many matches.

To build a repository for both entities and relationships, select Include relationships.

Reusing a repository configuration
If you have already set up a configuration and you want to use it for another repository, you can export
the existing configuration to an XML file and import the file into the other (target) repository. This is only
possible within an existing setup. For example, you cannot migrate a repository configuration from one
version of IBM SPSS Modeler to another, or from one database type to another.

To reuse an existing configuration
1. Display the Repository Configuration window for the repository whose configuration you want to

use. See the topic “Configuring an entity repository” on page 16 for more information.
2. From the menu in that window, choose

Configuration > Export Configuration.

3. In the Save As dialog box, choose the name and location of the export XML file.
4. Display the Repository Configuration window for the target repository.
5. From the menu in that window, choose

Configuration > Import Configuration.

6. In the Open dialog box, choose the name and location of the previously-exported XML file, and click
Open.

Saving your configuration changes
To save the changes to the configuration

From the menu in the Repository Configuration window, choose

File > Save.
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Closing the configuration window
To exit from the configuration window

From the menu in the Repository Configuration window, choose

File > Exit.

If you have unsaved changes to the configuration, click OK to save the changes and exit, or Cancel to
exit without saving.

Analyzing the resolved identities (Entity Analytics(EA) source node)

After the data has been exported to the repository, you can use the Entity Analytics(EA) source node to
pass the resolved identities to other IBM SPSS Modeler nodes for further analysis or processing, such as
creating a report listing the resolved identities.

To analyze the resolved identities
1. Add an Entity Analytics(EA) source node to a stream.
2. Open the Entity Analytics(EA) node.
3. On the Data tab, select the entity repository and one or more of its input data sources (click Refresh

to update the record counts). See the topic “Selecting a data source” for more information.
4. Add further nodes to the stream to perform the processing you want. See the topic “Adding nodes to

the stream” on page 24 for more information.

Selecting a data source
On the Data tab, you select at least one data source in the repository on which to perform further
processing. To update the record counts for the data sources listed, click Refresh.

Entity repository. Shows the current entity repository if one exists. To choose a different repository, if
more than one exists, select one from the list. To create a new repository, choose <Browse...> to display a
dialog box from where you can create the repository. See the topic “Entity repository options” on page 13
for more information.

Include records from data sources. This table lists the different data sources that have been input to the
repository, together with the number of records in each source. Select the Include check box for those
data sources you want to use for performing further analysis and processing. To select or deselect all data
sources, click either Include all or Exclude all respectively.

Relationships. Select the type of relationship to be included in the repository. Note that this is only
available if the repository has been configured to include relationships.
v No relationships. Relationship details are not used.
v Close relationships. Selects only closely related entities. The closeness of a relationship depends upon

many variables, such as the properties of the features mapped, which features are shared, and whether
the resolution is set to be conservative or aggressive.

v All relationships. Selects all related entities.

Max. degree of separation. Only available if either Close relationships or All relationships are selected.
Select the number of degrees of separation to be used to identify a relationship. For example, if Ann and
Bob do not know each other, but John knows both Ann and Bob, Ann and Bob are related by two degrees
of separation.
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Output entity type. By default, if the repository contains details, this shows the first entity type listed in
the repository. If the repository has more than one, selecting an entity type here changes the features
shown on the Filter tab to list the features for that type. You can select from any of the entity types used
in the repository.

Renaming data fields
You can use the Filter tab to rename any of the resolved identity fields that are passed downstream for
further processing. You might want to rename a resolved identity field, for example, to maintain field
name compatibility when merging downstream with another data set.

The fields with their original names are as follows.

Table 10. Resolved identity fields

Field Description

$EA-ID Entity identifier

$EA-SRC Source tag identifying the data source where the records originated

$EA-KEY Field designated as unique key in data source file

Note: Although you can also use the Filter tab to filter out fields, you should not do so here as the
resolved identity fields are the bare minimum needed for entity analytics processing.

Setting type information for data fields
On the Types tab, you can view or change various properties of the resolved identity fields that are
passed downstream for further processing.

The properties that you can change are the same as those on the Types tab of a regular SPSS Modeler
Type node, and are as follows.

Table 11. Type properties for fields

Property Description

Measurement The measurement level (that is, the data type), used to describe characteristics of the
data in the field.

Values Provides options for reading data values from the dataset.

Missing Used to specify how missing values for the field will be handled.

Check Validation options for ensuring that field values conform to the specified values or
ranges.

Role Specifies how the field will be used if the data is passed to a modeling node or model
nugget.

Adding nodes to the stream
You can add various SPSS Modeler nodes to the stream to perform analysis or processing operations on
the output from the Entity Analytics(EA) source node. For example, you could add one or more of the
following.
v Aggregate or Distinct node to summarize the output, which might be very large
v Select node to select a subset of the output
v Table node to view the output from the Entity Analytics(EA) source node
v Report node to print the output in a report
v SPSS Modeler export node to export the output to a different format, such as a spreadsheet or database
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For more information, see the sections on Record Operations, Output, and Export nodes in the IBM SPSS
Modeler Source, Process and Output Nodes Guide.

Comparing new cases against the repository (Streaming EA node)

When you have already performed some identity resolution in the repository, you can use the Streaming
EA node to compare new cases that you encounter subsequently with the repository contents. This node
processes records from a new data source, compares them with the resolved entities already in the
repository, and passes on any matching records for further processing. Matches can be set to be exact, or
more loosely related to existing entities.

Note: For best performance, we recommend you process a maximum of 10 million records per repository.

Like the EA Export node, the Streaming EA node takes a single SPSS Modeler source node as input.
However, the Streaming EA node differs in the following way. Whereas the export node outputs records
for all the entities related to its input records, the Streaming EA node outputs records for only those
entities that relate to entities already resolved in the repository. See the topic “Output from the Streaming
EA node” on page 27 for more information.

To compare new cases against the repository
1. Connect to the data source containing the new records that you want to compare with the existing

entities. See the topic “Connecting to a data source” on page 12 for more information.
2. From the Record Ops tab, attach a Streaming EA node to the data source node.
3. Double-click the Entity Analytics Export node to open its dialog box.
4. Click the Entity repository list.
5. Click <Browse...> to display the Entity Repositories dialog box.
6. On the Entity Repositories dialog box, click the Repository Name field.
7. Click the name of the repository you want to use.
8. Enter the username and password for this repository and click Connect. Click OK when the

repository is connected.
9. On the Streaming EA dialog box, select the Entity Type you want to map to. See the topic

“Maintaining the entity types” on page 20 for more information.
10. Map the input fields in the data source to features in the repository. See the topic “Mapping input

fields to features (Streaming EA node)” on page 26 for more information.
11. Optionally, you can update the records in the repository in real time as you score your data. See the

topic “Mapping input fields to features (Streaming EA node)” on page 26 for more information.
12. Click the Outputs tab to see details of the various data sources that have been input to the

repository and set the selection criteria for retrieving existing entities. See the topic “Displaying the
field mappings and data sources (Streaming EA node)” on page 27 for more information.

13. Click the Filter tab to see details of the input fields and features stored in the repository. Any
features that have not been mapped in the node are filtered out by default; however, you can change
that if required.

14. Click OK when the node is set up correctly.
15. Attach a Table node to the Streaming EA node and run the stream.

The output window of the Table node lists all the retrieved entities that match the new records in the
data source. Output fields have the prefix $EA- added. See the topic “Output from the Streaming EA
node” on page 27 for more information.

Note: You may encounter an error of the form Incorrect number of fields detected in the server
data model when running the Streaming EA node. This can happen if you have edited the repository
configuration since creating the Streaming EA node. Editing the configuration in these circumstances can
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have the effect of changing the number and names of the fields output from the node. To resolve the
issue, open the Streaming EA node and click on the Refresh button. Doing so causes the number and
names of the output fields to be recalculated.

Mapping input fields to features (Streaming EA node)
The Inputs tab contains the options for mapping fields in the input to this node to repository features. Set
up the mapping assignments on this tab, or select the View tab to see details of all the data sources in the
repository, then click OK.

If you have already stored a set of mappings in an XML file, you can use them by clicking Import
Mapping.

Entity repository. Shows the current entity repository if one exists. To choose a different repository if
more than one exists, select one from the list. To create a new repository, choose <Browse...> to display a
dialog box from where you can create the repository. See the topic “Entity repository options” on page 13
for more information.

Map to entity type. A list of entity types (that is, sets of features) defined in the repository. Choose one
from the list, or choose <Add new entity type...> to display the repository configuration window, where
you can define a new entity type. See the topic “Configuring an entity repository” on page 16 for more
information.

Persist searches. If you want to update the records in the repository in real time as you score your data,
select this option.

Source tag. Only available when you select Persist searches. A list of tags indicating data sources
currently known to the repository. Choose one from the list, or choose <Add new source tag...> to create
a tag for a new data source.

Unique key. Only available when you select Persist searches. The input field to use for the unique
identifiers for the data records.

Mapping table. In this table you can map each input field to a corresponding feature in the repository. If
a suitable feature does not exist in the selected entity type, you can create a new feature here.
v Field. The set of input fields in the selected data source. Each field has an icon indicating the

measurement level (that is, the data type) for the field.
v Mapped to Feature. To map a field to a feature, double-click this column (or press the space bar) on

the field row and choose a feature from the list. If a suitable feature is not available, choose <Add new
feature...> to display the repository configuration window, where you can define a new feature for this
entity type. See the topic “Configuring an entity repository” on page 16 for more information.

v Usage. Indicates the context of a particular field where more than one context is possible, for example,
home and work telephone numbers. See the topic “Maintaining the entity types” on page 20 for more
information.

Import mapping. Imports a previously exported set of field-to-feature mappings from an external XML
file. This can be useful if you have different data sources with the same mapping requirements, as it
avoids having to redefine the same mappings for the different sources.

Export mapping. Exports to an external XML file the set of field-to-feature mappings shown in the
mapping table.
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Displaying the field mappings and data sources (Streaming EA node)
On the Output tab, you can see details of the various data sources that have been input to the repository.
These are the data sources against which the input to this node is processed, to search for and retrieve
matching entities. Click Refresh to update the record counts.

Include matches from data sources. This table lists the different data sources available within the
repository, together with the number of records in each source.

Matches. These options specify how closely the field-to-feature mapping information you specify on the
Inputs tab is to be matched against the candidate records (that is, the entire repository contents). The
closer the matching criterion, the fewer the entities that will be retrieved.

Note: If more than 20 matches are found, only the first 20 found are returned.
v Only include exact matches. This is the closest matching criterion, and results in the fewest records

being selected. Use this option when you want to return only those entities that are considered to be
exact matches.

v Include possible matches. Use this setting when you want to return both matching entities and
entities that share the same identifiers (those with features that have been configured with a frequency
value of One, for example, matching credit card numbers, tax ID numbers, and so on).

v Include all matches. Use this option when you want to see the widest possible number of entities in
the repository that have shared features. This is the loosest matching criterion, and results in the
greatest number of records being selected. This option returns exact matches and entities sharing
almost any feature (typically those with a frequency value of One or Few). For example, both entities
with the same tax ID number and entities with similar addresses would be included.

Relationships. Only available if the repository has been configured to include relationships. Select the
type of relationship to be included in the output.
v No relationships. Relationship details are not used.
v Close relationships. Selects only closely related entities. The closeness of a relationship depends upon

may variables, such as the properties of the features mapped, which features are shared, and whether
the resolution is set to be conservative or aggressive.

v All relationships. Selects all related entities.

Max. degree of separation. Only available if either Close relationships or All relationships are selected.
Select the number of degrees of separation to be used to identify a relationship. For example, if Ann and
Bob do not know each other, but John knows both Ann and Bob, Ann and Bob are related by two degrees
of separation.

Output entity type. By default, if the repository contains details, this shows the first entity type listed in
the repository. If the repository has more than one, selecting an entity type here changes the features
shown on the Filter tab to list the features for that type. You can select from any of the entity types used
in the repository.

Output from the Streaming EA node
The output from the Streaming EA node consists of the following fields for each record that is retrieved.

Field Description

Field1[, Field2[, ... FieldN]] Fields from the data source that contains the new
records.

$EA-ID Entity identifier for this record in the repository.

$EA-SRC Source tag identifying the data source where this record
originated.
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Field Description

$EA-KEY Value of unique key for this record in data source file.

$EA-SC Field indicating closeness of the match between this
record and an observed entity in the repository; a value
from 1.0 (poor match) to 10.0 (good match).

$EA-Feature1[, $EA-Feature2[, ... $EA-FeatureN]] Values of the mapped features for this record in the
repository.

If relationship fields are enabled in the repository, and the degree of separation is more than zero on the
Outputs tab, the output from the Streaming EA node also contains the following fields for each record
that is retrieved.

Field Description

$EA-DEGREE Degree of separation.

$EA-PARENT Identifier of the record from which separation is
calculated.

$EA-CHILD Identifier of the record to which separation is calculated.

$EA-RULE

Using IBM SPSS Modeler Entity Analytics with other IBM SPSS
products
Installers are available to enable you to use IBM SPSS Modeler Entity Analytics with the following
products:
v IBM SPSS Collaboration and Deployment Services
v IBM SPSS Modeler Batch for Windows
v IBM SPSS Modeler Solution Publisher

You will need to run these installers before you can use the features of IBM SPSS Modeler Entity
Analytics with these products. For more information, see the IBM SPSS Modeler Premium Installation
guide.

After installation, you must use IBM SPSS Deployment Manager client to create an Entity Analytics
repository server definition. This is required for using an IBM SPSS Modeler stream that contains an
Entity Analytics node in an IBM SPSS Collaboration and Deployment Services job (in other words, to run
Entity Analytics streams in IBM SPSS Collaboration and Deployment Services). The server definition must
match the repository name in the stream; this definition is used to tell the stream where to find the
repository and to give it the connection information it needs.

Administrative tasks
For those repositories which are created within SPSS Entity Analytics, a new database service is created
using the IBM DB2 product. There are a few administrative tasks associated with DB2; these tasks are
typically performed by the database administrator or the system administrator, and are:
v Configuring port assignments
v Managing administrator credentials for the repository database

Other administrative tasks that may need to be performed apply to all repositories, and are as follows.
v Moving the repository to a different storage directory
v Setting stream properties for date/time and timestamp fields
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v Adjusting the timeout settings
v Running SPSS Entity Analytics with SPSS Modeler client and SPSS Modeler Server on the same

Windows system
v Purging an entity repository
v Deleting an entity repository
v Deleting a repository when unable to connect to it

When you install SPSS Entity Analytics into DB2, a CFG_ERRULES table is created. The only item that you
can edit in this table is the Resolve column, which accepts either a Yes or No entry.

Membership of administration groups

If you intend to run administrative tasks, for example to create or delete a repository, you will need to
run as administrator. For more information, see http://www-01.ibm.com/support/knowledgecenter/
SSEPGG_10.5.0/com.ibm.db2.luw.qb.server.doc/doc/r0007134.html.
v Windows - Add your account to the DB2ADMNS group.
v UNIX - Add your account to the db2iadm1 group; for example: usermod -G db2iadm1 user.

In addition you have to log out and log back in to your account, or reboot, before these changes take
effect.

Configuring port assignments
Each DB2 database service must be allocated a port which cannot be allocated to other services running
on the machine. Database services reside on the same machine that runs IBM SPSS Modeler Server (or,
when IBM SPSS Modeler is used without a connection to IBM SPSS Modeler Server, the machine running
IBM SPSS Modeler).

By default Entity Analytics assigns ports in the range 1320 to 1520, starting at port 1320 for the first
repository created. In the event of a conflict, you can configure the assignment of ports by editing the file:
<modeler server installation path>/ext/bin/pasw.entityanalytics/ea.cfg and setting appropriate values for the
min_port and max_port settings. The default contents of this file are shown below:

# port range configuration for entity analytics

#

# this port range controls which ports DB2 databases

# (created to store Entity Analytics Repositories in)

# may use. Configure this if the default port range will

# introduce a conflict on your system.

#

# default min_port = 1320

# default max_port = 1520

min_port, 1320

max_port, 1520
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Managing administrator credentials for the repository database
The administrator user name and password for the DB2 database that hosts an entity repository are
defined when the repository is created. You can amend the administrator's password using the normal
OS password tools available from your installation.

For information on other administrative tasks to do with the DB2 database, see the documentation for the
appropriate version of IBM DB2 at http://publib.boulder.ibm.com/.

Moving the repository to a different storage directory
By default, the repository files are stored in a directory named EA at the following locations:
v C:\Documents and Settings\All Users\ApplicationData\IBM\SPSS\Modeler\version\EA (Windows

systems)
v modeler_install_directory/ext/bin/pasw.entityanalytics/EA (UNIX systems)

As the files used to store the repository can become very large, you may need to move them to a
different disk or partition to make more space available.

To move the repository to a different directory
1. Exit from SPSS Modeler.
2. Move the EA directory from the original location (as listed earlier) to a new location. For example, on

Windows you might want to move it to a new location such as F:\data\EA.
3. Edit the file <modeler server installation path>/ext/bin/pasw.entityanalytics/ea.cfg to add the following

option:
repository_data_directory, new_location

where new_location is the directory to which you moved the EA directory, for example F:\data\EA.

Setting stream properties for date/time and timestamp fields
If your source data includes fields containing date/time or timestamp data, ensure that the corresponding
stream properties are set to the format recognized by IBM SPSS Modeler Entity Analytics.

To set the stream property format
1. On the main SPSS Modeler menu, choose:

Tools > Stream Properties > Options.

2. Select Date/Time.
3. Set Date format to YYYY-MM-DD.
4. Set Time format to HH:MM:SS.
5. Click OK.

Adjusting the timeout settings
On systems that are slow or heavily loaded, if you experience errors when creating or accessing
repositories you may need to increase the timeout settings for starting and stopping the entity analytics
engine or the entity analytics database server.

To adjust the timeout for the entity analytics engine
1. Exit from SPSS Modeler.
2. Edit the file <modeler server installation path>/ext/bin/pasw.entityanalytics/ea.cfg to increase the value of

the following option:
timeout, value

where value is the timeout value in seconds for the entity analytics engine (default is 60).
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To adjust the timeout for the entity analytics database server (DB2 only)
1. Exit from SPSS Modeler.
2. Edit the file <modeler server installation path>/ext/bin/pasw.entityanalytics/ea.cfg to increase the value of

the following option:
timeout, value

where value is the timeout value in seconds for the entity analytics DB2 database server (default is 100).

Running IBM SPSS Modeler Entity Analytics with SPSS Modeler client
and SPSS Modeler Server on the same Windows system
If you have installed IBM SPSS Modeler Entity Analytics into both SPSS Modeler client and SPSS Modeler
Server on the same Windows system, by default both client and server will share the same repository. If
you want them to use separate repositories, you need to edit the configuration file ea.cfg on one of the
systems to configure it to use a different port range and repository folder.

Note: In particular, if you use a 32-bit SPSS Modeler client and a 64-bit SPSS Modeler Server (or vice
versa), you will need to carry out this procedure.
1. Open the file <modeler [server] installation path>/ext/bin/pasw.entityanalytics/ea.cfg for editing.
2. Change the min_port and max_port settings to use different ports from the other system. See the topic

“Configuring port assignments” on page 29 for more information.
3. Change the repository_data_directory setting to use a different directory from the other system.
4. Save and close the ea.cfg file.

Purging an entity repository
If you want to clear out the data records from an entity repository, but maintain the configuration
information, you can purge data from the repository.

To purge all data from a repository:
1. Open an Entity Analytics node.
2. Click the Entity repository list.
3. Click <Browse...> to display the Entity Resolution Instances dialog box.
4. On the Entity Resolution Instances dialog box, click the Repository Name list.
5. Select the repository you want to purge.
6. If you are not already connected, enter the administrator username and password and click Connect.
7. When the Purge All button is enabled, click it.
8. On the Purge All Data Sources dialog box, click Purge to confirm purging of the repository.

Deleting unused data sources from a repository
If you have a data source that you no longer use or require in an entity repository, you can delete the
source from the repository. You can select one or more data sources to delete.

To delete a selected data source from a repository:
1. Open an Entity Analytics node.
2. Click the Entity repository list.
3. Click <Browse...> to display the Entity Resolution Instances dialog box.
4. On the Entity Resolution Instances dialog box, click the Repository Name list.
5. Select the repository from which you want to delete a data source.
6. If you are not already connected, enter the administrator username and password and click Connect.
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7. In the Manage repository list, select the data source to be delete. If required, use Ctrl-click to select
additional data sources.

8. When the Delete Unused button is enabled, click it.
9. On the Delete Unused Data Sources dialog box, click Delete to confirm purging of the repository.

Deleting an entity repository
When you no longer need a repository, you can delete it completely.

CAUTION:
This does exactly what it says. You cannot undo this operation.

If you are not sure, use the Purge button to remove all the source data. Doing so does not remove the
repository configuration. See the topic “Purging an entity repository” on page 31 for more information.

Note: The following procedure assumes that you can connect to the repository from SPSS Modeler, and
that you know the administrator username and password for the database that hosts the repository. If
this is not the case, follow the procedure for deleting a repository when unable to connect to it. See the
topic “Deleting a repository when unable to connect to it” for more information.

To delete a repository
1. Open an Entity Analytics node.
2. Click the Entity repository list.
3. Click <Browse...> to display the Entity Resolution Instances dialog box.
4. On the Entity Resolution Instances dialog box, click the Repository Name list.
5. Select the repository you want to delete.
6. If you are not already connected, enter the administrator username and password and click Connect.
7. When the Delete Entire Repository button is enabled, click it.
8. Click Delete to confirm deletion of the repository.
9. Click OK to acknowledge successful deletion.

Deleting a repository when unable to connect to it
Use the following procedure if you want to delete an entity repository but are unable to connect to it,
either because of connectivity issues with SPSS Modeler or because you forgot the user name or
password.

Perform this procedure on the machine that hosts the repository database.

Windows systems
1. Open a Command Prompt window.
2. Enter:

cd modeler_install_dir
cd ext\bin\pasw.entityanalytics
delete_repository.bat repos_name

where modeler_install_dir is the directory where SPSS Modeler is installed, and repos_name is the name
of the repository.

Note: The repository name is case-sensitive.
3. Continue from "Completing the procedure" later in this section.
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UNIX systems
1. Open a shell.
2. Enter:

cd modeler_server_install_dir
cd ext/bin/pasw.entityanalytics
./delete_repository.sh repos_name

where modeler_server_install_dir is the directory where SPSS Modeler Server is installed, and
repos_name is the name of the repository.

Note: The repository name is case-sensitive.

Completing the procedure (all systems)
1. At the prompt, confirm deletion of the repository by entering Y.
2. Delete the directory that has the same name as the repository you deleted. If you are unable to delete

the directory, restart the machine and try again.
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Chapter 4. Entity analytics in action

About this example
In this example, we’ll see how adding entity analytics can improve still further on the already impressive
results you can get from using SPSS Modeler.

This example uses the stream loan_entity_analytics.str, which references the data file loan_applications.csv.
These files are available from the Demos directory of any SPSS Modeler installation that also has SPSS
Entity Analytics installed. You can access the Demos directory from the SPSS Modeler program group on
the Windows Start menu. The loan_entity_analytics.str file is in the Entity_Analytics directory.

Note: Before you can run this example stream, you need to create a repository on your system. Do so
before continuing with this example. See the topic “Creating the repository” on page 12 for more
information.

Let’s start with a familiar situation – executives of a bank are concerned about whether customers are
likely to default on loans for which applications are pending. The IT department of the bank is a
long-time user of SPSS Modeler, so their staff have already created a stream and built a predictive model
from their existing data about 700 loans the bank has made in the past. These loans have either been
repaid, or customers have defaulted on their repayments.

The original model
Here’s how the bank staff built their model and what they learned from it.

As well as details of past loans, the loan_applications.csv data set includes details of 150 customers whose
loan applications are still pending, giving a total of 850 records.

Not all of the fields from the data set are useful in making the prediction—for example, name fields can
be ignored. The Type node filters out the fields to ignore by setting their role to None. Fields to be used
to make the prediction have their role set to Input, and the field whose value the model is trying to
predict has its role set to Target.

Figure 2. Initial stream with modeling node
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As the model must make its predictions based solely on the past data, the stream includes a Select node
that includes only those loans that are not marked as Pending, thus discarding the 150 pending loans.

With the pending loans discarded, only the remaining 700 loans that were either repaid or defaulted have
their details passed to the modeling node. The bank could have used one of a number of SPSS Modeler
algorithms to produce a good model. In this case, they have used a C&R Tree node, which will be used

Figure 3. Field roles set in the Type node

Figure 4. Discarding the pending loan applications
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to build a model to predict likely defaulters based on the past performance of the bank’s customers.

The fields used to make the prediction are designated as the predictor fields, and the field whose value
the model is trying to predict—default in this case—is set as the target field, as defined earlier by the
Type node.

Running this stream produces a model nugget, containing the model that has been built from the
predictor fields.

Now the bank’s analyst can use the model to start predicting whether customers with pending
repayments are likely to default. Using the original data set, the analyst inserts a Select node that this

Figure 5. Assigning predictor and target fields

Figure 6. Stream with model nugget added
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time includes only the 150 loan records marked as Pending, instead of discarding them. The analyst
passes these records directly into the model, adding a Distribution node for a visual representation of the
model’s predictions.

The Distribution node shows the distribution of the values of the $R-default field in the model. This field
is added to the data model by the C&R Tree node when it is run. The field contains the prediction of
whether each new applicant will repay or default, and we'll be using this field later to compare the effect
of adding entity analytics.

Running this part of the stream, the analyst learns from the output of the Distribution node that 137 of
the 150 new applicants are predicted to repay their loans. The remaining 13 are predicted to default, so
the analyst will probably recommend the bank to reject their applications.

Adding entity analytics
Now let’s see if the situation can be improved by adding entity analytics into the equation. Imagine that
you are an entity analytics specialist, called in by the bank to investigate possible fraudulent entries in
the customer records in the source data. There might be duplicate records caused by data entry errors,
but it’s also possible that a loan applicant might be trying to disguise their identity. In any case, the bank
needs to know the true picture.

For the purposes of this example, we’ll assume that an entity repository has already been created. See the
topic “Creating the repository” on page 12 for more information.

Getting the source data into the repository
First, you need to add an EA Export node to the data source node so that you can export the source data
into the entity repository.

Before you can export the data, you need to map fields in the data source to features in the entity
repository. This is necessary because different data sources may use different field names for the same
type of information. The entity repository provides a standard set of information types (known as
“features”) to avoid duplication.

Figure 7. Stream selecting new loan applications and with Distribution node added

Figure 8. Output from the Distribution node without entity analytics
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In the EA Export node, set up the details about the repository: the connection details, the source tag (to
identify the data source – TEST in this case), the entity type (the set of features we’re using – the one
named PERSON), and the unique key field (to uniquely identify each record). In this case, use the key
field as the unique key.

Now you can set up the mappings. In the feature set you’re using, there are features corresponding to the
fields fname, mname, lname, generation, dob, gender, addr1, city, country, postcode, phone, email, ssn, drlic, and
passport.

Start by setting up the mapping for fname. Double-click the Mapped to Feature column in the table on
the fname row, scroll down to the NAME.GIVEN_NAME entry, and click it to create the mapping.

Now map the remaining fields that have corresponding features, so that the full set of mappings looks
like this.

Table 12. Fields mapped to repository features.

Field Mapped to Feature

fname NAME.GIVEN_NAME

mname NAME.MIDDLE_NAME

lname NAME.SUR_NAME

generation NAME.NAME_GEN

dob DOB.DOB

gender GENDER.GENDER

addr1 ADDRESS.ADDR1

city ADDRESS.CITY

country ADDRESS.COUNTRY

postcode ADDRESS.POSTAL_CODE

phone PHONE.PHONE_NUM

email EMAIL_ADDR.ADDR

ssn SSN.ID_NUM

drlic DRLIC.ID_NUM

passport PASSPORT.ID_NUM

Click Run to export the data into the repository. This takes a little while, so when the Execution Feedback
dialog box closes, the export is complete.

Reading the resolved identities
As you export the data to the repository, the entity analytics system starts resolving possible identity
conflicts, assigning a unique entity identifier, which you’ll see later as the $EA-ID field. (Note: This is not
the same as the Unique Key field in the EA Export node—that field is used to uniquely identify data
source records.)

The first step to reading the resolved identities is to add an Entity Analytics(EA) source node to the
stream. This source node should not be connected to anything at this stage.

Open the Entity Analytics(EA) source node and set the Entity Repository details. A list is then displayed
of data sources that have been exported to the repository– in this case there is only one.
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Select the check box for the TEST data source and click OK.

Let’s take a look at what the entity analytics system has done to the data. Attach a Table node to the
Entity Analytics(EA) source node, open the Table node and click Run to display the Table node output
window.

Only one field looks familiar – the one labeled $EA-KEY. This is actually the key field from the source
data, and it’s here because you chose it as the Unique Key field in the EA Export node.

The system has added two other fields though. The $EA-ID field is the unique identifier, not of the source
records, but of the resolved identities. We’ll see the difference in a moment. The $EA-SRC field identifies
where the data came from – it says TEST here because that’s the source tag that you assigned it in the
EA Export node.

Figure 9. Selecting a data source in the repository

Figure 10. Output from the Table node
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What’s happened to all the other fields in the source data? Don’t worry, they’re still in the repository –
it’s just that, for performance reasons, the Entity Analytics(EA) source node passes only the minimum set
of fields downstream for further processing.

Now, scroll the Table node output down to row 385.

Notice how the $EA-ID number appears to be out of sequence here. The entity analytics system has
determined that record REF00000385 references the person identified as entity 45, who also has the record
REF00000045. Scrolling further down the output, there are more numbers out of sequence, for example at
rows 485, 517, 520 and so on. We’d better take a closer look.

First, let’s highlight the fact that the $EA-KEY field contains the data from the key field in the source data,
by renaming it to key. Attach a Filter node to the Entity Analytics(EA) source node and open the Filter
node. Double-click the string $EA-KEY in the second Field column and type key.

Figure 11. Differences between Table output rows and $EA-ID numbers
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Click OK to close the Filter node.

Now we need to sort the $EA-ID entity IDs into ascending order. Attach a Sort node to the Filter node.
Open the Sort node, click the top button next to the Sort By table, select $EA-ID and click OK.

Leave the sort order as Ascending and click OK.

Now you need to create an extra field that indicates whether a record is unique or a duplicate. Attach a
Derive node to the Sort node. Open the Derive node and set the Derive field name to IsDuplicate. From
the Derive as list, choose Flag, which also sets the Field type to Flag. Set the True value field to
Duplicate and the False value field to Unique.

Figure 12. Renaming the $EA-KEY field

Figure 13. Sorting the entity IDs into ascending order
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To find duplicate records, you’ll make use of a special sequence function, named @OFFSET, which is
provided with SPSS Modeler.

Type the following in the If field:
’$EA-ID’ = @OFFSET(’$EA-ID’,1) or ’$EA-ID’ = @OFFSET(’$EA-ID’,-1))

With the entity IDs sorted into ascending order, the @OFFSET function checks whether adjacent entity
IDs are identical, in which case the records are duplicates. If so, their IsDuplicate value is set to Duplicate,
otherwise it is set to Unique.

Click OK to close the node.

To see the effect of the Derive node, attach a Table node to the Derive node, open the Table node and
click Run. Scroll the Table node output window down to row 45.

Figure 14. Setting the condition in the Derive node
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Remember when we looked at the output directly from the Entity Analytics(EA) source node? The system
had already identified that that record REF00000385 references the same person as entity 45. Now we’ve
taken this one stage further and flagged the fact that records REF00000045 and REF00000385 are
duplicates, as they both reference entity 45.

Scroll the output window down further and you'll see the other records that are flagged as duplicates.

To obtain a report listing the duplicate records, attach a Report node (from the Output tab of the nodes
palette) to the IsDuplicate Derive node. Open the Report node, copy the following text into the input field
of the Template tab, and click Run.
<html>
<h1>List of duplicate customer records.

<h2>This report was generated: [@TODAY]

<h2>Duplicate records
<table>
<tr>
<td>Entity ID</td>
<td>Key</td>

</tr>

#WHERE IsDuplicate = "Duplicate"

<tr>
<td>[’$EA-ID’]</td>
<td>[key]</td>

<tr>

Figure 15. Output from the Derive node
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#
</table>

</html>

This gives the following output.

The report makes use of HTML format in this case, though you could also use XML or ASCII formatting.

Comparing entity analytics output with the original model
The final stage of this example is to see whether adding entity analytics makes any difference to the
bank’s original prediction. You may remember that the original model predicted 13 defaulters out of the
150 pending applications. You’re going to use a Merge node to merge the output from that model with
information about duplicate records from entity analytics to see if doing so changes the prediction.

First, you need to ensure that the new fields added by entity analytics have the correct data types, or
measurement levels as they are known in SPSS Modeler. Attach a Type node to the IsDuplicate Derive
node, open the Type node and click the Read Values button.

Figure 16. Output from the Report node

Chapter 4. Entity analytics in action 45



Now you can add the Merge node. Attach it to the Type node, and also connect it to the gold nugget
containing the original model. To do so, right-click the gold nugget, choose Connect and then click the
Merge node, which should now have two input arrows.

Open the Merge node, set the Merge Method to Keys, and click the right-arrow button to move the key
field from Possible keys to Keys for Merge, then click OK.

Figure 17. Settings for the Type node

Figure 18. Inputs to the Merge node
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You’re almost ready to make the comparison now. However, if you were to attach a Distribution node
and run it at this point, you wouldn't see any change from the original prediction. Although the stream
now merges the output from the original model nugget with the new fields created by entity analytics,
the prediction field itself ($R-default) in the data model hasn't been updated with the new information.

To do this, you’ll use a Filler node, which can replace field values. Attach a Filler node to the Merge node
and open the Filler node.

Click the top button to the right of Fill in fields, scroll towards the bottom of the list, choose $R-default
and click OK. This is the field whose values are to be changed if the condition specified in the rest of the
dialog box is fulfilled.

To specify the condition, ensure that Replace is set to Based on condition, then in the Condition field
enter:
default /="default" and IsDuplicate = "Duplicate"

In the Replace with field, enter:
"default"

Figure 19. Specifying the key field for the merge operation
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These settings need a little explanation. The condition states that, for each record where the value of the
default field from the original data set is not equal to Default and the record has been flagged as a
duplicate, then the value of the $R-default field in the model is set to Default.

The $R-default field is the field in the model that contains the prediction of whether a customer is likely
to default on the loan. In this way, customers with duplicate records are added to the model as potential
defaulters.

Click OK to close the Filler node.

You’re finally ready to see the difference that entity analytics has made. From the Graphs palette, attach a
Distribution node to the Filler node and open the Distribution node. Click the Field list and choose
$R-default.

Figure 20. Specifying the condition for replacing field values

48 IBM SPSS Modeler Entity Analytics 18.0 User Guide



Click Run to produce the chart of the new prediction.

Now there are 16 risky applications instead of 13. These extra ones could be very costly if they did
default, so you can graphically demonstrate to the bank the benefit of adding entity analytics to their risk
assessment operations.

Summary
This example has shown how, by using entity analytics, you can eliminate duplication of records in data
about people or organizations, leading to improved prediction quality.

Note: Ideally, you would eliminate duplicate records before doing any other processing. You could follow
this up by using an Automated Data Preparation (ADP) node to analyze your data and identify fixes,
screen out fields that are problematic or not likely to be useful, derive new attributes when appropriate,
and improve performance through intelligent screening techniques.

Combining entity analytics and automated data preparation can help to ensure that you are working with
data that is as clean as possible.

Figure 21. Settings for the Distribution node

Figure 22. Output from the Distribution node after entity analytics
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Appendix. Scripting Properties for IBM SPSS Modeler Entity
Analytics

Scripting with IBM SPSS Modeler Entity Analytics
Scripting in SPSS Entity Analytics is a powerful tool for automating processes in the user interface.
Scripts can perform the same types of actions that you perform with a mouse or a keyboard, and you can
use them to automate tasks that would be highly repetitive or time consuming to perform manually. For
an explanation of using scripting, see the ModelerScriptingAutomation.pdf guide available with SPSS
Modeler.

Common properties
Properties that are common to IBM SPSS Modeler Entity Analytics nodes are listed in the following table.
Information on specific nodes is given in the sections that follow.

Table 13. Common properties

Property name Data type Property description

entity_repository ['field','field', ... ,'field'] The repository connection string. Format:
[ 'reposname', 'username', 'password' ]

Example:
entity_repository = [ ’repos1’, ’dba’,
’psw1’ ]

entity_type string The entity type (set of features) to be used.

Example:
entity_type = ’PERSON’

entityanalytics_exportnode properties

The EA Export node is a terminal node that reads entity data from a data source and exports
the data to a repository for the purpose of entity resolution.

Table 14. entityanalytics_exportnode properties

entityanalytics_exportnode properties Data type Property description

mode Add
PurgeFirst

Export mode. Add adds source file records to
existing contents of repository; PurgeFirst
removes existing contents before exporting.

source_tag string The data source identifier.

Example:
source_tag = ’CUST’

unique_key_field string Input field to use for unique identifiers for data
records.

Example:
unique_key_field = ’ID’
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Table 14. entityanalytics_exportnode properties (continued)

entityanalytics_exportnode properties Data type Property description

field_mapping [ [ 'field_name'
'feature.element'
'usage_type' ]... ]

Maps input fields to corresponding feature in
repository.

Example:
field_mapping = [[’fname’ ’NAME.GIVEN_NAME’
’’] [’addr1’ ’ADDRESS.ADDR1’ ’PRIMARY’]]
Note: To set usage_type to the equivalent of
"(Auto)", use ’’ as in the first example above.

entityanalytics_sourcenode properties

The Entity Analytics(EA) source node reads the resolved entities from the repository and
passes this data to the stream for further processing, such as formatting into a report.

Table 15. entityanalytics_sourcenode properties

entityanalytics_sourcenode properties Data type Property description

source_tags list List of tags for data sources that are to be
pulled out of the repository.

Example:
source_tags=[ ’LOANS’, ’CUSTOMERS’ ]

relationships None
Close
All

Matching criterion for retrieving relationship
details from repository. None returns no
relationships.
Close returns close matches depending on
details such as degree of separation.
All returns all possible relationships.

max_degree_separation integer Minimum 0, maximum 3.

output_entity_type string List of entity types that are used in the
repository.

entityanalytics_processnode properties

The Streaming EA node compares new cases against the entity data in the repository.

Table 16. entityanalytics_processnode properties

entityanalytics_processnode properties Data type Property description

match Exact
ByIdentifier
All

Matching criterion for retrieving entities from
repository. Exact returns only exact matches.
ByIdentifier returns exact matches and entities
sharing same identifiers.
All returns all possible matches.

save_search_records boolean
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Table 16. entityanalytics_processnode properties (continued)

entityanalytics_processnode properties Data type Property description

relationships None
Close
All

Matching criterion for retrieving relationship
details from repository. None returns no
relationships.
Close returns close matches depending on
details such as degree of separation.
All returns all possible relationships.

max_degree_separation integer Minimum 0, maximum 3.

output_entity_type string List of entity types that are used in the
repository.

Appendix. Scripting Properties for IBM SPSS Modeler Entity Analytics 53



54 IBM SPSS Modeler Entity Analytics 18.0 User Guide



Notices

This information was developed for products and services offered in the US. This material might be
available from IBM in other languages. However, you may be required to own a copy of the product or
product version in that language in order to access it.

IBM may not offer the products, services, or features discussed in this document in other countries.
Consult your local IBM representative for information on the products and services currently available in
your area. Any reference to an IBM product, program, or service is not intended to state or imply that
only that IBM product, program, or service may be used. Any functionally equivalent product, program,
or service that does not infringe any IBM intellectual property right may be used instead. However, it is
the user's responsibility to evaluate and verify the operation of any non-IBM product, program, or
service.

IBM may have patents or pending patent applications covering subject matter described in this
document. The furnishing of this document does not grant you any license to these patents. You can send
license inquiries, in writing, to:

IBM Director of Licensing
IBM Corporation
North Castle Drive, MD-NC119
Armonk, NY 10504-1785
US

For license inquiries regarding double-byte (DBCS) information, contact the IBM Intellectual Property
Department in your country or send inquiries, in writing, to:

Intellectual Property Licensing
Legal and Intellectual Property Law
IBM Japan Ltd.
19-21, Nihonbashi-Hakozakicho, Chuo-ku
Tokyo 103-8510, Japan

INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS MACHINES CORPORATION PROVIDES THIS PUBLICATION "AS IS"
WITHOUT WARRANTY OF ANY KIND, EITHER EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING, BUT NOT
LIMITED TO, THE IMPLIED WARRANTIES OF NON-INFRINGEMENT, MERCHANTABILITY OR
FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE. Some jurisdictions do not allow disclaimer of express or
implied warranties in certain transactions, therefore, this statement may not apply to you.

This information could include technical inaccuracies or typographical errors. Changes are periodically
made to the information herein; these changes will be incorporated in new editions of the publication.
IBM may make improvements and/or changes in the product(s) and/or the program(s) described in this
publication at any time without notice.

Any references in this information to non-IBM websites are provided for convenience only and do not in
any manner serve as an endorsement of those websites. The materials at those websites are not part of
the materials for this IBM product and use of those websites is at your own risk.

IBM may use or distribute any of the information you provide in any way it believes appropriate without
incurring any obligation to you.
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Licensees of this program who wish to have information about it for the purpose of enabling: (i) the
exchange of information between independently created programs and other programs (including this
one) and (ii) the mutual use of the information which has been exchanged, should contact:

IBM Director of Licensing
IBM Corporation
North Castle Drive, MD-NC119
Armonk, NY 10504-1785
US

Such information may be available, subject to appropriate terms and conditions, including in some cases,
payment of a fee.

The licensed program described in this document and all licensed material available for it are provided
by IBM under terms of the IBM Customer Agreement, IBM International Program License Agreement or
any equivalent agreement between us.

The performance data and client examples cited are presented for illustrative purposes only. Actual
performance results may vary depending on specific configurations and operating conditions.

Information concerning non-IBM products was obtained from the suppliers of those products, their
published announcements or other publicly available sources. IBM has not tested those products and
cannot confirm the accuracy of performance, compatibility or any other claims related to
non-IBMproducts. Questions on the capabilities of non-IBM products should be addressed to the
suppliers of those products.

Statements regarding IBM's future direction or intent are subject to change or withdrawal without notice,
and represent goals and objectives only.

This information contains examples of data and reports used in daily business operations. To illustrate
them as completely as possible, the examples include the names of individuals, companies, brands, and
products. All of these names are fictitious and any similarity to actual people or business enterprises is
entirely coincidental.

Trademarks
IBM, the IBM logo, and ibm.com are trademarks or registered trademarks of International Business
Machines Corp., registered in many jurisdictions worldwide. Other product and service names might be
trademarks of IBM or other companies. A current list of IBM trademarks is available on the web at
"Copyright and trademark information" at www.ibm.com/legal/copytrade.shtml.

Adobe, the Adobe logo, PostScript, and the PostScript logo are either registered trademarks or trademarks
of Adobe Systems Incorporated in the United States, and/or other countries.

Intel, Intel logo, Intel Inside, Intel Inside logo, Intel Centrino, Intel Centrino logo, Celeron, Intel Xeon,
Intel SpeedStep, Itanium, and Pentium are trademarks or registered trademarks of Intel Corporation or its
subsidiaries in the United States and other countries.

Linux is a registered trademark of Linus Torvalds in the United States, other countries, or both.

Microsoft, Windows, Windows NT, and the Windows logo are trademarks of Microsoft Corporation in the
United States, other countries, or both.

UNIX is a registered trademark of The Open Group in the United States and other countries.

56 IBM SPSS Modeler Entity Analytics 18.0 User Guide

http://www.ibm.com/legal/us/en/copytrade.shtml


Java and all Java-based trademarks and logos are trademarks or registered trademarks of Oracle and/or
its affiliates.

Terms and conditions for product documentation
Permissions for the use of these publications are granted subject to the following terms and conditions.

Applicability

These terms and conditions are in addition to any terms of use for the IBM website.

Personal use

You may reproduce these publications for your personal, noncommercial use provided that all
proprietary notices are preserved. You may not distribute, display or make derivative work of these
publications, or any portion thereof, without the express consent of IBM.

Commercial use

You may reproduce, distribute and display these publications solely within your enterprise provided that
all proprietary notices are preserved. You may not make derivative works of these publications, or
reproduce, distribute or display these publications or any portion thereof outside your enterprise, without
the express consent of IBM.

Rights

Except as expressly granted in this permission, no other permissions, licenses or rights are granted, either
express or implied, to the publications or any information, data, software or other intellectual property
contained therein.

IBM reserves the right to withdraw the permissions granted herein whenever, in its discretion, the use of
the publications is detrimental to its interest or, as determined by IBM, the above instructions are not
being properly followed.

You may not download, export or re-export this information except in full compliance with all applicable
laws and regulations, including all United States export laws and regulations.

IBM MAKES NO GUARANTEE ABOUT THE CONTENT OF THESE PUBLICATIONS. THE
PUBLICATIONS ARE PROVIDED "AS-IS" AND WITHOUT WARRANTY OF ANY KIND, EITHER
EXPRESSED OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO IMPLIED WARRANTIES OF
MERCHANTABILITY, NON-INFRINGEMENT, AND FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE.
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