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About this information

These topics describe IMS database types and concepts, and also describe how to
design, implement, maintain, modify, back up, and recover IMS databases.

This information is available in [[BM® Knowledge Center|

Prerequisite knowledge

Before using this book, you should understand basic z/OS® and IMS concepts and
your installation's IMS system. IMS can run in the following environments: DB
Batch, DCCTL, TM Batch, DB/DC, DBCTL. You should understand the
environments that apply to your installation. The IMS concepts that are explained
in this information pertain only to administering an IMS database. You should
know how to use DL/I calls and languages such as assembler, COBOL, PL/I, and
C.

You can learn more about z/OS by visiting the “z/OS basic skills” topics in
[Knowledge Center|

You can gain an understanding of basic IMS concepts by reading An Introduction to
IMS, an IBM Press publication.

IBM offers a wide variety of classroom and self-study courses to help you learn
IMS. For a complete list of courses available, go to the [[BM Skills Gateway| and
search for IMS.

IMS function names used in this information

In this information, the term HALDB Online Reorganization refers to the
integrated HALDB Online Reorganization function that is part of IMS Version 13,
unless otherwise indicated.

How new and changed information is identified

New and changed information in most IMS library PDF publications is denoted by
a character (revision marker) in the left margin. The first edition (-00) of Release
Planning, as well as the Program Directory and Licensed Program Specifications, do not
include revision markers.

Revision markers follow these general conventions:
* Only technical changes are marked; style and grammatical changes are not
marked.

* If part of an element, such as a paragraph, syntax diagram, list item, task step,
or figure is changed, the entire element is marked with revision markers, even
though only part of the element might have changed.

* If a topic is changed by more than 50%, the entire topic is marked with revision
markers (so it might seem to be a new topic, even though it is not).

Revision markers do not necessarily indicate all the changes made to the
information because deleted text and graphics cannot be marked with revision
markers.

© Copyright IBM Corp. 1974, 2018 xi
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How to read syntax diagrams

xii

The following rules apply to the syntax diagrams that are used in this information:

* Read the syntax diagrams from left to right, from top to bottom, following the
path of the line. The following conventions are used:

— The >>--- symbol indicates the beginning of a syntax diagram.

— The ---> symbol indicates that the syntax diagram is continued on the next
line.

— The >--- symbol indicates that a syntax diagram is continued from the
previous line.

— The --->< symbol indicates the end of a syntax diagram.
* Required items appear on the horizontal line (the main path).

»>—required_item ><

* Optional items appear below the main path.

v
A

»—required_item |_0 _|
ptional_item

If an optional item appears above the main path, that item has no effect on the
execution of the syntax element and is used only for readability.

|—optional_item—|
»—required_item

* If you can choose from two or more items, they appear vertically, in a stack.

If you must choose one of the items, one item of the stack appears on the main
path.

v
A

»>—required_i tem—Erequ ired_choicel
requi red_choiceZ—l

If choosing one of the items is optional, the entire stack appears below the main
path.

»>—required_item ><
i:gptional_choicel:‘
ptional_choice2

If one of the items is the default, it appears above the main path, and the
remaining choices are shown below.

default choice
[Aesauttchotce™

v
A

»>—required_item
i:(o)ptional_choice:‘
ptional_choice

* An arrow returning to the left, above the main line, indicates an item that can be
repeated.
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