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Call CICS applications from remote 

z/VSE CICS transactions represent vital core applications in an enterprise. The evolution of the last years 

showed the necessity of standard and modern interfaces, for the integration of z/VSE transactions with 

distributed transactional processes. 

IBM CICS Transaction Gateway makes available CICS interfaces to remote platforms. 

 

Overview 

 

Transactional integrity is very important in modern processes and IBM CICS Transaction Gateway (CTG) 

allows a such security in distributed environments. It is the remote component for CICS Transaction 

Server on z/VSE. 

The IBM CICS Transaction Gateway enables you to call a CICS program from a remote system. The CICS 

Transaction Gateway is responsible for the communication with CICS Transaction Server on z/VSE. It 

consists of the CICS Universal Client and the gateway itself. The Universal Client has programming 

interfaces in various programming languages. The Gateway is used for Java access. 

Used in conjunction with the WebSphere Application Server, CTG is the CICS interface for web 

applications. The web applications can use the most modern internet technologies and calls z/VSE 

transactions which can have part of these modern transactional solutions. 

z/VSE CICS Transaction Server supports communications with TCP/IP and SNA. It supports the External 

Call Interface (ECI) for use with the CICS Transaction Gateway via TCP/IP. 

https://www.ibm.com/uk-en/marketplace/cics-transaction-gateway
http://www.ibm.com/software/htp/cics/ctg/
https://www.ibm.com/uk-en/marketplace/cics-transaction-gateway
https://www.ibm.com/uk-en/marketplace/cics-transaction-gateway
https://www.ibm.com/uk-en/marketplace/cics-universal-client
https://www-03.ibm.com/systems/z/os/zvse/products/cics.html
https://www-03.ibm.com/systems/z/os/zvse/products/tcpip.html
http://www.ibm.com/software/htp/cics/ctg/
http://www.ibm.com/software/websphere
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Benefits 
 

With CICS Transaction Gateway, z/VSE transactions can be extended to remote platforms and can be 

integrated in web transactions. 

The benefits of a such solution consists of: 

• Real time access to CICS programs from remote (program communication) 

• Transaction security for the called program 

• Good integration into business processes and WebSphere 

• Secure connection (SSL) between CTG and CICS possible. 

   

Software prerequisites 
 

The following software requirements must be met to implement this solution: 

• VSE/ESA 2.6 or later 

• TCP/IP for VSE/ESA 

• IBM CICS Transaction Gateway Version 4 or later 

   

How to get started 
 

To get started additional setup must be done in z/VSE CICS Transaction Server and the CICS Transaction 

Gateway must be installed on the remote platform. 

Additional setup for z/VSE CICS Transaction Server: 

• The DFHSITxx has to be changed to allow Inter System Communication (ISC=YES) and TCP/IP 

Communication (TCP/IP=YES) 

• Define a TCP/IP service to be used by CTG (see Redbook SG24-5997) 

• User programs can then use CTG interfaces to communicate with Commarea based z/VSE 

transactions. 

  

https://www-03.ibm.com/systems/z/os/zvse/products/tcpip.html
https://www.ibm.com/uk-en/marketplace/cics-transaction-gateway
http://www.redbooks.ibm.com/abstracts/sg245997.html?Open
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Additional information 

 

Additional information for this solution scenario can be found: 

• IBM CICS Transaction Gateway 

• Redbooks: 

o CICS Transaction Server for VSE/ESA: CICS Web Support (SG24-5997) 

o WebSphere V5 for Linux on zSeries Connectivity Handbook (SG24-7042) 

• Connectors Workshop Documentation 

 

 

Trademarks 
 

IBM, the IBM logo, and ibm.com are trademarks or registered trademarks of International Business 

Machines Corp., registered in many jurisdictions worldwide. Other product and service names might be 

trademarks of IBM or other companies. A current list of IBM trademarks is available on the web at 

"Copyright and trademark information" at www.ibm.com/legal/copytrade.shtml. 

Microsoft, Windows, Windows NT, and the Windows logo are trademarks of Microsoft Corporation 
in the United States, other countries, or both. 
 
UNIX is a registered trademark of The Open Group in the United States and other countries. 
 
Linux is a registered trademark of Linus Torvalds in the United States, other countries, or both.  
 
Java and all Java-based trademarks and logos are trademarks or registered trademarks of Oracle 

and/or its affiliates. 

 

Comments and Questions 
 

Comments or questions on this documentation are welcome. Please send your comments to: 

zvse@de.ibm.com  

 

https://www.ibm.com/uk-en/marketplace/cics-transaction-gateway
http://www.redbooks.ibm.com/
http://www.redbooks.ibm.com/abstracts/sg245997.html?Open
http://publib-b.boulder.ibm.com/abstracts/sg247042.html?Open
https://www-03.ibm.com/systems/z/os/zvse/documentation/archive.html#workshops
http://www.ibm.com/legal/copytrade.shtml
mailto:zvse@de.ibm.com

