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SetElementAttribute

! The SetElementAttribute() command is used to provide some 
control of the automatic formatting of elements that occurs when
the element is output. Automatic formatting of values occurs 
when elements are written to a target document. 

! For example, leading and trailing zeros will be removed from 
EDI numeric Data Elements when they are output. If the value is 
zero and the Data Element is optional, the value is suppressed 
in the EDI output. 

! With the SetElementAttribute() mapping command you can 
control certain types of formatting when a simple element is 
output, such as how zeros and empty elements are handled 
when the element is written to the target document. 

! The SetElementAttribute() command does not affect the values 
of simple elements during translation itself. It only affects the 
formatting of elements when they are written to the output 
document.
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SetElementAttribute

! targetPath defines the scope

! The scope can be for the entire document, specific compound elements 
(including loops, segments and records, and composite elements and 
structures), and specific simple elements.  

! This allows customers to apply the formatting control at specific levels in 
the mapping without the need of a mapping command for all simple
elements involved.

! It is important to understand the scope of the command.  Excessive use 
of the SetElementAttribute() command will increase WDI memory usage 
during map execution.
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SetElementAttribute

! SetElementAttribute ( TargetRoot, "SuppressZeroValues", 'N' )

!The default value is ‘Y’ for target EDI documents.  Optional elements with a 
value 0 are suppressed.  

!TargetRoot is the scope and a value of ‘N’ will change this for the entire target 
document.

!Use this If most element mappings should not suppress zeros.  Then add the 
command on just the few elements that should suppress zeros.
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SetElementAttribute

! TrimLeadingZeros (Y | N) – Indicates how to treat leading zeros for 
values of simple elements declared to be of a numeric type.

! XML – The default setting for this element attribute is “N” (do not 
remove leading zeros).  All XML values have a minimum length 1. 

! EDI Standard – The default setting for this element attribute is “Y”
(remove leading zeros).  The minimum length is specified in the 
definition of the Data Element..

! Data Format – The default setting for this element attribute is “N” (do 
not remove leading zeros).  The minimum length for a fixed length Data 
Format Field will always be the same as the Field’s defined maximum 
length.  The minimum length of a  Field in a comma delimited Data 
Format is one unless dictated otherwise by the data type.  
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SetElementAttribute

! TrimTrailingZeros (Y | N) – Indicates how to treat trailing zeros to the right of the 
decimal point for values of simple elements declared to be of a numeric type.

! TrimLeadingBlanks (Y | N) – Indicates how to treat leading white space at the 
beginning of  a simple element value.  White space includes blanks, carriage 
returns, line feeds and tab characters.

! TrimTrailingBlanks (Y | N) – Indicates how to treat trailing white space at the 
end of  a simple element value.   White space includes blanks, carriage returns, 
line feeds and tab characters.

! SuppressEmptyElements (Y | N) – Indicates whether or not to output the value 
of a simple element if it has no value.  A value is considered to have no value 
when it has a length of zero or it contains only white space.  White space 
includes blanks, carriage returns, line feeds and tab characters.

! NumValueTooShort (RB | RZ | LB | LZ| IG) – This element attribute indicates 
how to handle numeric values that are shorter than the minimum length defined 
for the simple element.  It is only useful when the simple element is defined with 
a numeric data type.

! CharValueTooShort (RB | RZ | LB | LZ| IG) – This element attribute indicates 
how to handle character values that are shorter than the minimum length 
defined for the simple element.  Elements that are defined as a numeric data 
type that is written as characters can utilize this element attribute effectively.
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