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Rational Activation Roadmap
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Rational Online Training and Resources
Leverage IBM Rational product knowledge, tactics, and tools to improve your success in sales situations. Learn about the latest Rational technology innovations, improve your technical proficiency and accelerate development and deployment.
 
· Rational Training Path  – is designed to help you acquire the skills you need to compete and win in an accelerating, global marketplace.

· Rational Subject Matter Expert Program  – this program provides you with skills and training to increase your success, speed project ramp up times leading to faster development and deployment, and to enhance your marketability for future client engagements. Sign into the Virtual Innovation Center (VIC) using your IBM PartnerWorld ID and look for the SME Zone listed in the left hand navigation.  

· Rational Monthly Enablement Call  – originally intended for our Rational direct sales reps, this 75 minute call has been opened up to IBM Business Partners. It's one-stop shopping for your up-to-the-minute product and solution selling information, pre-launch updates and strategic brand information.
· Rational chats  - are webinars connecting experts on a specific topic with members of the community who have an interest in that topic. These chats are designed to raise awareness on a variety of topics including tips and techniques, best practices, case study reviews, new product information, and any other relevant topics.

· Rational Business Partner News – receive the latest information on resources available to help you succeed, delivered to your inbox. 
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Acquiring skills to identify and meet client requirements is essential in IT today — but validating those skills is equally important for you; our IBM Business Partners. With a diverse portfolio of IBM Professional Certifications and Sales Mastery accreditations you demonstrate your expertise in the latest IBM technologies and solutions, along with a commitment that can lead to more valuable support from IBM.

· Sales Mastery (Estimated time: 2-8 hrs) – is applicable to sales representatives who want to demonstrate overall knowledge of an IBM Software brand products. The focus is on the overall features and business benefits of the brand portfolio of products. Mastery tests are used to verify the mastery of knowledge covered in a course or a defined set of learning materials during pre-sales.

· Technical Sales Mastery (Estimated time: 8-14 hrs) - is applicable to sales representatives who demonstrate sales and technical knowledge of specific IBM Software products and targets the technical sales professional who can deliver a comprehensive business solution to customers through solution identification, product differentiation, and competitive positioning. Mastery tests help to assure an individual has achieved a foundation of knowledge and understanding of a subject matter.

· IBM Professional Certification (Estimated time: Varies by certification) – is way for skilled IT professionals to demonstrate their expertise to the world. It validates your skills and demonstrates your proficiency in the latest IBM technology and solutions. Certifications are more rigorous and test an individual's knowledge/experience in the implementation of a particular product. Post-sales skills are focus for certifications.
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We Pay Offerings – Training Discounts and Reimbursements
Skills drive increased profits and revenue which is why IBM has created the "We Pay" offerings certification and mastery reimbursement benefit available with the Value Package. The "We Pay" offerings are established on a quarterly basis. Brand campaign initiatives and current market skill needs play an important part in what will be available during that period. The "We Pay" offerings may vary in content depending on specific geography considerations.

Global Training Finder 
Choose from thousands of courses delivered via, classroom, e-learning or blended learning formats. You are able to format your search by technology areas, task/job description, skill level and price (fee or free).  You can use this training finder to locate IBM training and training related services located in specific countries around the world.

Conferences and Events Global Finder 

Quickly locate conferences, events (e.g., live Webcasts) that are scheduled in geographies around the world.

Events Search for IBM Software Related Events 

IBM Software Group produces and participates in events all around the world. Whether you join an on-line Webcast, attend a conference, or visit a business show, you can gain insight into how IBM's middleware products from our five software brands. You can tailor your search by any combination of filtering criteria; date range, geography location, software brand, industry and type of event (eg, conference, seminar, tradeshow, technical briefing, teleconference, webcast)

SWG Marketing and Education Event Calendar for IBM Business Partners
Access information on IBM software technical, sales and marketing events. You can tailor your search by filtering criteria selection based on calendar view, target audience (eg, RSI, ISV, VAR/VAD, GSI), solution or product area, location and topic. 
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