
VSE/ESA 2.4VSE/ESA 2.4
User ExperiencesUser Experiences

����������	

���
�����	
�������	��
�����������	��
����	����	��
�
����	����   



Background at GredeBackground at Grede

Not a heavy user of CICSNot a heavy user of CICS
About 165,000 transactions per dayAbout 165,000 transactions per day
80% use Natural from Software AG80% use Natural from Software AG
Remainder is COBOL and OEM productsRemainder is COBOL and OEM products

CICS still a mission critical functionCICS still a mission critical function
Requirements are the same as heavily used Requirements are the same as heavily used 
systemssystems

99+% availability99+% availability
1/3 second internal response time1/3 second internal response time



Background at Grede, cont...Background at Grede, cont...

ICCF partitionICCF partition
program development & operationsprogram development & operations

1 TOR and 1 AOR1 TOR and 1 AOR
All in house apps and OEM supportAll in house apps and OEM support
Natural and COBOLNatural and COBOL



VSE/ESA Version 2.4VSE/ESA Version 2.4

Besides a re-install, not many outright changesBesides a re-install, not many outright changes
Plenty of changes internallyPlenty of changes internally

OS/390 emulation modeOS/390 emulation mode
Turbo Dispatcher onlyTurbo Dispatcher only

Some OEM products may require updatingSome OEM products may require updating
Luckily most of this had been done for Y2K anywayLuckily most of this had been done for Y2K anyway



CICS Transaction Server 1.1CICS Transaction Server 1.1

Installs with VSE into normal library structureInstalls with VSE into normal library structure
A whole new CICS worldA whole new CICS world

new message formatnew message format
displays changeddisplays changed
many new abend codesmany new abend codes

Very exciting new and expanded featuresVery exciting new and expanded features
CICS ClientsCICS Clients
CICS Web Support/3270 BridgeCICS Web Support/3270 Bridge
REXX for CICSREXX for CICS



What’s been done so far...What’s been done so far...

Basic installation - the easy partBasic installation - the easy part
in my sandbox systemin my sandbox system
isolated and low priorityisolated and low priority
not much in the area of tuning, yetnot much in the area of tuning, yet

Tailored to mimic our existing layoutTailored to mimic our existing layout
All OEM/Optional product installsAll OEM/Optional product installs

TCP/IP, PSF, DB2TCP/IP, PSF, DB2
ADABAS, Natural, Dynam, FAQSADABAS, Natural, Dynam, FAQS



OEM product statusOEM product status

TCP/IP works fine (SP K and L)TCP/IP works fine (SP K and L)
ADABAS 6.2.2 needs fixes, 6.2.3 no problemsADABAS 6.2.2 needs fixes, 6.2.3 no problems
Natural 2.3 require SAG fixesNatural 2.3 require SAG fixes

also a VSE supervisor fix (ECB not being posted)also a VSE supervisor fix (ECB not being posted)

Natural 3.1 OKNatural 3.1 OK
DYNAM Family at 9901+ (or 9907) - OKDYNAM Family at 9901+ (or 9907) - OK

CUI still being changed to Command LevelCUI still being changed to Command Level
Available with service in 2000Available with service in 2000

CA-FAQS requires 9907 for online supportCA-FAQS requires 9907 for online support



CICS Specific notesCICS Specific notes

Very few problemsVery few problems
outside of learning new conceptsoutside of learning new concepts

DSA’s, Trace, Dump, other changesDSA’s, Trace, Dump, other changes

Programs need not be definedPrograms need not be defined
they can be autoinstalledthey can be autoinstalled

Files and LSR Pools in CSDFiles and LSR Pools in CSD
Expanded CEMT displaysExpanded CEMT displays



CICS/TS startup...CICS/TS startup...
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CICS/TS startup, continued...CICS/TS startup, continued...
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Dynamically modifyable DSA sizes Dynamically modifyable DSA sizes 
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Current configuration under VSE 2.4Current configuration under VSE 2.4

1 TOR and 1 AOR and ICCF1 TOR and 1 AOR and ICCF
Initial configurationInitial configuration

ICCF under CICS/TS (required)ICCF under CICS/TS (required)
TOR under CICS/TS (for IUI - required)TOR under CICS/TS (for IUI - required)
AOR under CICS/VSE - coexistenceAOR under CICS/VSE - coexistence

Natural applicationsNatural applications
DOS/VS COBOL applicationsDOS/VS COBOL applications
Some OEM software not yet ready for CICS/TS Some OEM software not yet ready for CICS/TS 



Likely configuration changeLikely configuration change

When OEM issue resolved...When OEM issue resolved...
Move Natural into the TORMove Natural into the TOR
Keep AOR for old COBOL appsKeep AOR for old COBOL apps

most of this code performs CSA accessmost of this code performs CSA access
use CICS/TS as TOR to access these appsuse CICS/TS as TOR to access these apps
usage is minimal, so little performance hitusage is minimal, so little performance hit



CICS Universal Clients Version 3CICS Universal Clients Version 3

Distributed CICS stub system that runs on:Distributed CICS stub system that runs on:
Win 95/98/NT, AIX, OS/2, more…Win 95/98/NT, AIX, OS/2, more…

Communicates to CICS/VSE or CICS/TS over APPCCommunicates to CICS/VSE or CICS/TS over APPC
Provides ECI, EPI and ESIProvides ECI, EPI and ESI

External Call InterfaceExternal Call Interface
External Presentation InterfaceExternal Presentation Interface
External Security InterfaceExternal Security Interface

License available with CICS/TSLicense available with CICS/TS
Comes on CD or can be downloadedComes on CD or can be downloaded

CICS Clients Version 2 work with CICS/VSE +PTFsCICS Clients Version 2 work with CICS/VSE +PTFs



More on CICS Clients...More on CICS Clients...

ECIECI
Make a call from workstation program to CICS Make a call from workstation program to CICS 
program running on VSEprogram running on VSE

EPIEPI
Programmatically navigate screens to provide front Programmatically navigate screens to provide front 
end display capabilityend display capability

ESIESI
Check and/or change user password Check and/or change user password 



More on CICS Clients...More on CICS Clients...

Write Client side programs in:Write Client side programs in:
C, COBOL, Visual Basic, Java, REXXC, COBOL, Visual Basic, Java, REXX

REXX Support for Windows new in V3REXX Support for Windows new in V3



CICS Client program sampleCICS Client program sample
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Program Name to call

commarea to pass

Make the call

Display returned 
commarea
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